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THE HEALTHCARE SECTOR
and Its Vital Role during Crises in Lebanon

Amid the exceptional phase that Lebanon is going through, where health crises
intersect with security and economic challenges, the healthcare sector - particularly
military healthcare - emerges as one of the most prominent pillars of national
resilience and a fundamental component of comprehensive security. Successive
experiences have demonstrated that the ability to rapidly adapt to crises is no longer
an option, but an existential necessity dictated by the nature of the current phase.

The COVID-19 pandemic constituted an unprecedented test for healthcare systems.
Lebanon, like the rest of the world, faced major challenges in containing the spread
of the virus. In this context, military medicine played a pivotal role by establishing
field quarantine and treatment centers, contributing to testing and contact tracing
efforts, and providing logistical and medical support. These efforts helped alleviate
pressure on civilian hospitals and strengthened overall national preparedness.

No sooner had the country begun to recover than the Beirut Port explosion
occurred, representing a humanitarian catastrophe by all standards. Military
medicine responded immediately by activating emergency plans and carrying out
evacuation and treatment operations for the wounded under extremely difficult
conditions, demonstrating a high level of readiness and an ability to operate under
pressure and meet urgent needs at critical moments.

During the recent hostilities and war, military medicine once again affirmed its
vital role by supporting field operations and providing immediate medical
assistance to deployed units and civilians. These efforts reflected a high degree of
professionalism and coordination, both within the military institution and with
national and international health entities.

One of the most notable aspects of military medicine’s performance during these
crises has been its ability to rapidly adapt to evolving challenges, by developing
response mechanisms, enhancing field readiness, and leveraging accumulated
experience. It moved from managing a global health crisis to confronting a major
national disaster, and then to operating in a complex operational environment, all
while maintaining its primary objective: protecting people and meeting their
healthcare needs under the most difficult circumstances.

The coming phase requires continued development of this sector and the
strengthening of its human and technical capacities to keep pace with emerging
challenges and ensure constant readiness. Military medicine will remain, as it has always
been, on the front line of defense, testament to the army’s commitment to protecting
the nation and its citizens, and embodying the highest values of sacrifice and duty.

Brigadier General Hussein Ghaddar
Director of Orientation
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