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Abstracts | Ouailo

illustrates how maritime chokepoints have evolved into instruments of
political, economic, and military power capable of shaping regional and
global strategic balances.

The study also examines the geographical and military characteristics of
both straits, arguing that their unique physical geography, combined with
the concentration of regional and international military forces, has
transformed them into enduring arenas of strategic competition.
Consequently, any disruption to maritime navigation through these
waterways has immediate repercussions for global energy markets, supply
chains, and international economic stability.

Furthermore, the article analyzes possible escalation scenarios arising from
a potential U.S.—Israeli confrontation with Iran, particularly the risks
associated with the disruption of maritime traffic through the Strait of
Hormuz. Such developments could trigger significant increases in oil prices,
intensify market volatility, and create profound challenges for the global
economy. It also reviews assessments advanced by several Western and
Israeli strategic research institutions regarding the military and economic
options available for managing such crises.

The analysis further explores the possibility of the simultaneous closure of
both the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, considering this
scenario one of the gravest threats to global energy security. Such an event
would likely disrupt a substantial share of global oil and gas exports, increase
transportation and insurance costs, reshape international trade routes, and
generate widespread inflationary pressures and economic instability.

The study argues that the persistence of these strategic vulnerabilities is
likely to accelerate international efforts to diversify energy export routes,
expand transnational pipeline infrastructure, and increase investment in
alternative energy sources to reduce dependence on vulnerable maritime
chokepoints.
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Geopolitical and Geostrategic

Dimensions of the Strait of Hormuz
and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait

Ihsan Mortada

This article examines the geopolitical and geostrategic significance of the
Strait of Hormuz and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, two of the world's most
critical maritime chokepoints, owing to their indispensable role in global
energy transportation and international trade. The study argues that the
changing nature of contemporary conflicts has transformed control over
strategic maritime passages into a powerful instrument of geopolitical
leverage that extends well beyond the realm of conventional military power.

The analysis demonstrates that the global economy remains heavily
dependent on uninterrupted energy flows through the Strait of Hormuz,
which accommodates approximately one-fifth of global oil trade and a
substantial share of liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports. In parallel, the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait serves as the southern gateway to the Suez Canal,
connecting Asian and European markets and constituting a vital corridor
for global maritime commerce.

Drawing upon Alfred Thayer Mahan's theory of sea power, the study
emphasizes that command of the seas and strategic maritime routes
constitutes a fundamental pillar of international influence. It further





