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Paris, 18?9 p 518
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the conflict should be enticed to and drawn into a final peace
settlement with regard to its dividends, a decrease in the armament
race and an increase in economic, social and political benefits and
security. There is a need to justly and comprehensively- resolve the
Arab-Israeli conflict, including the creation of a Palestinian state and
satisfying religious symbolism. Also, non-Israeli, non-Arab factors
should be included in any new regional order.
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interest of the U.S. spring from specific grievances within states and
not from a general Islamic view of the U.S. In real terms, the Islamists,
even the radical, cannot pose a real long-lasting geopol]tlcaI threat.
However, the U. S needs instead to

(a) initiating dialogue and positive engagement and better
channels of communication ~with Islamic states and
movements. Opening up to Iran will a major impact on
softening political Islam, especially its positions on the
Arab-Israeli conflict and the U.S.

(b) increasing research to understand the structures and
ideologies of Islamism and the role of religion in the 21st
century

(c) increasing all kinds of educational programs that bring
Muslims to the U.S. and familiarize them with the American
political system and society and vice versa

Also, the U.S. should be consistent and outspoken positions on the
implementation of human rights, pluralism and democracy as well as
terrorism and armaments in order to prevent misconception of the U.S.
in the Islamic world will serve long-terms objectives of stability and
security. This will reduce antagonistic attitudes and threats of
instability toward the U.S. that is perceived to have double standards
when it comes the issues of Arab governance and the Arab-Israeli
conflict.

The US. is well advised to recognize that a Middle Fast based
primarily on its superior military powers and those of its allies, the
cornerstone of its Middle East policy during the Cold War and beyond,
cannot last and damage in the long fun the interests of both the U.S.
and its regional allies and increase regional instability. Therefore, it is
necessary to rethink U.S. strategic interests 'md come up with new
policies.

The U.S. policy needs to stop being reactive and become proactive.
For instance, the U.S. can engage han through Tehran's shifting
interests and begin to prepare for future U.S.-Franian relations. The
world 1s already exploring this course. The U.S. needs to move from
old Cold-War positions to new strategic ones.

A peace settlement between Axab.s ‘and  lIsrael should be
accompanied by muitinational talks on major concerns of the area,
armaments, water, oil, border, refugees and others. Parties involved in
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this way, the Palestinians and the Israelis will genuinely become part
of this troubled area, the Middle East, where they are likely to
experience, like Egypt or Algeria, questioning over their legitimacy by
. the religiously oriented movements. Claims and counter claims will be
postulated, leading to internalize what has been thus largely an
external problem that has helped the cohesion of both the Israeli and
Palestinian societies. Thus, no wonders that civil war, civil strife and
uprising against the Palestinian and Israeli establishments cannot be
discounted. Then, it seems that all countries of the area are going to
share many concerns, including fundamentalism, religious claims, just
economic development, and proper political participation.

Violence, spearheaded by radical religious groups, is expected to
intensify from within and  against both Israel and the Arab
governments. While the governments are capable of destroying the
military infrastructure of such movements, it cannot liquidate their
bases or dismiss their grievances, which happen to be the grievances
of the broader Islamic movements, nationalist movements and, above
all, of the people themselves. That religious movements are on the rise
and likely to be more so after peace treaties are signed has to be given
priority in order to manage the roots of cultural animosity. That there
is terrorism and violence is a matter of fact, but not every opposition
as well as popular opposition by the fundamentalists is a terrorist act.
Clearly, ultimate responses to popular grievances cannot be of a
security nafure; it has to address and resolve the underlying causes.

The Islamicity of East Jerusalem serves par excellence as the
ideological focus of the current and future opposition; for the status of
occupying East Jerusalem goes beyond the status of an ordinary
occupied territory to the status of religious aggression; it is a hoty land
for Muslims and, of course, for the Jews and Christians. We should
keep in mind that the second intifada has started the Arabs perceived
that Ariel Sharon committed a religious aggression against a very
important shrine.

Conclusion

It is in the U.S. interest to not postulate a cultural or religious threat
or a global Islamic enemy. but. instead. try to locate and solve
problems within their immediate contexts. For threats to the strategic
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realization of many American strategists and policy makers of the
possibility of the explosive nature of these conflicts which might
negatively affect the interests of the United States. The U.S. has a
vested interest in a "new world order” that aims at the reactivation of
world commerce. Its atiempt to establish a new regional order in the
- area cannot succeed without first eliminating the basic obstacle in the
Middle East, namely the Arab-Israeli conflict. The settlement of this
crisis requires that Arabs and Israelis enter into a dialogue that would
eventually lead to a peaceful resolution of the conflict as well as
subsequent normalization of relations However, a portrait of the new
enemy is being presented as Islamism that must pay the price, along
with the governments such as Iran, Libya, Iraq and the Sudan that are
capable of ‘developing’ mass destruction weapons, not to mention their
having individual regional ambitions.

While breakthrough steps should be taken at the formal level, which
serve the interests of the United States, Israel, and the concerned Arab
parties as well as other Arab states, and while similar steps with Syria
and Lebanon for the completion of the peace process are required,
~major obstacles remain and are likely to remain and intensify.
Although formal peace is commended, it is still insufficient for
regional cooperation in the long run. What is needed immediately after
or during the completion of the peace process is to take into
consideration the deeper issues whose resolution puts the peoples of
the area into a genuine popular peace and thus cooperation. The
normalization of relations strictly between Israel and other Arab
governments is not conducive in the long run for the region's security
or for the well being of its peoples.

The main opposition to the on-going peace process is portrayed as
being basically orchestrated by Iran, the Sudan and Arab Islamic
~movements. Now the Palestinians and Israel have mutually recognized
each other's right to exist as two peoples with basic human and
political rights, the future of the Arab-Israeli conflict seems to shift the
focus of the conflict from the traditional lines of conflict between
Arabs and Israeljs to another level of conflict. Although this level has
long existed, such as the conflict between Hamas and the PLO and
between Israeli Labor and Likud parties, the near and foreseeable
future is going to be nonetheless plagued with Islamic and Jewish
fundamentalists struggling against the recognition of each other. In
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Pakistan because it wants to build a natural gas pipeline to India that
must pass through Pakistan, whose dividends come up to around $ 500
million to 3 one billion dollars annually. Similar discussions are going
on with Turkey over another pipeline.*” Iran's natural gas reserves
rank second in the world. Furthermore, Russia has suggested, and Iran
is sympathetic to, establishing a world organization for gas exporting
countries.

However, the U.S. until very recently seems to have ignored the fact
that Iran is no longer globally supporting terrorist actions and is not
opposing the peace process in absolute terms--though the hardliners in
Iran do still oppose the process altogether. More than ever, the official
Iranian view is in harmony with the Syrian view of the peace process,
which accepts in principle the concept of a comprehensive and just
peace. It is obvious now after Khatami's visits o Syria and Saudi
Arabia and the thaw in Arab-Iranian relations since the Tehran Islamic
Summit in 1997 that Iran is moving towards greater Islamic solidarity
and Arab-Iranian strategic interests. Iran views this movement as a
necessity for both Iranians and Arabs, given the rapid regional and
international developments. Iran believes that, because of its
geopolitical, economic, and military position as well as its support for
Arab causes, it can provide strategic depth for the Arab nation that
counterbalances Israeli plans for the area as well American dominance
in the Gulf-oil pricing, U.S. direct control of the Gulf, using the Iraqi
threat, and so forth.®®

V. Conciusion

The collapse of the Soviet Union has not led to substantial changes
in the underlying doctrines governing U.S. foreign policy in the
Middle East. U.S. objectives have largely remained the same as they
were during the Cold War.®” Since the end of the Gulf War, the U.S.
has worked on two tracks: pushing for incremental successes in the
Arab-Israeli peace process and intensifying the containment of Iraq
and Iran. However, in this age of globalization, transnationalization of
capital and democratization, the U.S. is well advised to alter it policies
for achieving its strategic objectives.

The importance of resolving Middle Eastern conflicts in general and
the Arab-Israeli one in particular has sprung essentially from the
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demonstrations of the summer terrified the clerics but empowered
Khatami's pro-reform trend.® Pro-reform nominees for the February
2000 Parliament elections were declared eligible this January.®” The
hardline Assembly of Experts, which approved the eligibility of the
nominees warned against creating crises after the elections and
reminded the nominees to obey the Supreme Leader. All this is
happening in an environment where an influential Ayatollah, Hussein
Ali Montazari, called on the leaders of Iran not to interfere in
international affairs and in the economy. He also underlined the idea
that all leaders, including the Supreme Leader, should be elected.®?

Furthermore, Caspian countries such as Azerbaijan have largely
followed U.S. and Israeli policies on Iran. Oil industry officials and
financial institutions may now find a new reason to delay the.
Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the trans-Caspian gas pipeline since an
eventual end to Israeli-Iranian hostilities could open up Iranian routes.
Overtures between the Iranians and the Israelis could slow any
progress on the pipeline decision. An Israeli-Iranian d_gtente may well
reduce tensions among the Caspian countries.*¥

Excellent Iranian-Syrian relations have been maintained since the
election of President Khatami. The visit of Khatami to Syria in May
1999 reinforced the strategic alliance between the two and their views
on the Arab-Israeli peace process. Both have supported the
implementation of UN Resolution 425 that calls for a unilateral Israeli
withdrawal from southern Lebanon.® Iran has also branched out in its
relations with major powers in Central Asia in order to safeguard its
strategic interests. While the Iranian foreign minister's spokesman
expressed deep concern about the Russian escalation of war in
Grozny, Tehran's criticism of Moscow is largely mild; while Iran's aid
to Chechnya took the shape of 40 tons of food. Iran is more interested
in developing economic and military ties with Russia. Russia
expressed through the secretary of the Russian Security Council in
Moscow that expansion of relations with Iran is among the priorities
of Russian foreign policy in reference to cooperation between Tehran
and Moscow in the Central Asian area, the Caucasus, the Caspian Sea,
and the broad international domain. He expressed these sentiments to
the Iranian visiting Supreme Security Council and first deputy
Parliament Speaker concerning the readiness to transfer Central Asian
oil and gas through the Caspian Sea. Also, Iran is also opening up to
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a homeland and the liberation of Jerusalem.””

Such a posture makes a clear diversion from the revolutionary zeal
of Ayatollah Khomeini who denied the legitimate existence of Israel.
Rather than denying Israel's existence, the Iranian government is now
ready to deal positively with U.N. resolutions relating to the
Arab-Israeli conflict and a new regional order that takes into
consideration the interests of regional powers. Iran is edging more
towards realistic pacifism.

When President Asad visited Tehran in 1998, some influential
circles in Iran made no secret of their concern about Syria's attitude to
Israel. However, the emerging component for possible
Iranian-American reconciliation at the same time caused muted
concern in Damascus. It feared that any rapprochement between the
two sides would become contingent on an improvement in
Iranian-Israeli ties, thus, weakening Syria's hand in future peace
negotiations. Thus Syria and Iran's partnership could be undermined
not only by the resumption of Syrian-Israeli peace talks but also by a
prospective Iranian-American rapprochement.

However, much of the tension is due to the split within the Iranian
establishment between hardliners and reformists.78 The conflict
between reformists and hardliners is real and substantial, and the
outcome of that conflict charts the roadmap for the future. While the
hardliners still hold key positions in the Iranian establishment, the
reformists, headed by President Khatami, wield real popular and some
institutional power. For instance Abd Allah Nouri's earlier dismissal
from his ministerial post and then conviction by the Special Court of
the Clerics is an attempt by the hardliners to abort the reform trend.
Thus, Nouri is disqualified by the Council of Experts from the
Parliament race in February 2000. Nouri is already the fourth
pro-Khatami cleric who has been charged by the Special Court after
the second Khordad phenomenon (the day Khatami was elected
president and the symbol of the reform trend).”™ The hardliners are
obsessed with staying in power at any cost. Their bid to control the
- parliament elections of February 2000 was lost to the reformists.

While President Khatami is the second strongest personality in the
establishment and fails at times to protect his men from being tried by
the hardline judiciary, his power is nonetheless significant and cannot
be simply swept away. He definitely enjoys popular support, and the
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because it has violated the legitimate rights of Palestinians. Thus,
Iran's view of the Israeli state and the peace process has become one of
the main points of controversy between Iran and the United States.
Kkarrazi also stressed the important of international and regional
efforts to safeguard the sovereignty and territorial integrity of I.ebanon
and to stop Israeli aggression.

Meanwhile, during the first half of October 1999, some Iranian
officials held meetings with Hizbullah functionaries. One the one
hand, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei told Hasan
Nasrallah, Hizbullah's Secretary-General, that continuing the struggle
to liberate the occupied territories is necessary. The Speaker of
Parliament also told Nasrallah that the struggle should continue until
liberation was achieved. On the other hand, President Khatami told
Nasrallah that the liberation of Jerusalem is the common goal and that
outsiders should not be allow to hatch plots and sow discord among
them-in apparent reference to rumors that Khatami and his trend do
not support the organization. Foreign Minister Kharrazi stressed the
Iranian support for the resistance movement of the Lebanese people
and government.”™

Kharrazi's visit to England in January of 1999 year 2qw considered
a watershed in breaking new grounds with England and the European
Union. He emphasized the need for Iran's help in its industrial
development and, meanwhile, reiterated that Israel is the real threat in
the Middle East.” Earlier, in November 1999, Kharrazi said that Iran
would welcome changes in U.S. policy that come out from the good
offices of a third party.”™

On the other hand, Iran and Syria have continued to develop close
ties and Iran has supported the Syrian demand for the return of the
Golan Heights. This is why the Iranians took a hardline position
against the government of Benjamin Netanyahu. In that sense,
Khatami has kept on reducing revolutionary orientations of Iranian
foreign policy and has increased positive ties to Arab governments and
the Palestinians. Furthermore, Iran has maintained its continued
condemnation of the Israeli occupation of Jerusalem and called on the -
Israelis to implement all U.N. resolutions concerning the holy city and
the liberation of the occupied territories and the return of the refugees
to their homeland. President Khatami himself participated in the
International Day of Jerusalem to support the right of Palestinians for
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many countries.

Bin Laden's wealth, originally estimated around 250 millions
dollars, is mostly spent to fund Islamic activist movements that usually
oppose their regimes and the United States. He has been implicated in
the attempts to assassinate Pope John Paul II and President Hosni
Mubarak and the bombings of World Trade Center in New York in
1995, an American center for training National Guards in Riyadh in
1995, al-Khobar Towers in Dhahran in 1996, and the U.S. embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998. He has set up the 'Advice and
Reformation Committee' and the 'International Islamic Front for Jihad
against Jews and Crusaders'. The latter, a shadowy organization made
up of radical groups, pledged to launch severe retaliations against
American forces and interests all over the world. U.S. and Saudi
officials link Bin Laden to terrorist organizations and incidents in
Algeria, Saudi Arabia, London, Egypt, Somalia, Philippines, Ethiopia,
Yemen and other places. The International Islamic Front is supposedly
made up of Bin Laden's al-Qaida and Islamic Jibad and al-Jama'a
al-Islamiyya. He is also considered to be one of the main fund-raisers

“in the Gulf for the Islamic movements. Bin Laden finds the means for
distributing the funds to Muslim activists all over the Islamic world
through companies in the United States, Furope and the Middle East.
His assets were frozen in Saudi Arabia in 1994 and in the United
States in 1998. Today, he is cornered in caves of the southern part of
Afghanisian with his followers and some members of Taliban. Their
fate is not yet clear, but is definitely not promising. Bin Laden, his
followers and the Taliban could not accommodate themselves to the
new world [dis]order.

Nonetheless, while Bin laden's affiliated groups may be militarily
eliminated, his newly brought up complaint about the Arab-Israeli
conflict as example of his objections against the United States will not.
It has proven to be a long-standing and a source for Arab and Islamic
grievances against U.S. Middle East policies.

For instance, the primary issues in Iran's Middle Eastern policy are
confronting Israeli expansionist policies and increasing Islamic
solidarity and encouraging arms control schemes, including the
de-nuclearization of Israel and the promotion of a Nuclear Weapon
Free Zone (NWFZ) in the region.” Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi has declared that Iran will never recognize Israel as a state
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Al-Afghan al-'Arab are also blamed for the explosion that took
place at the American Military delegation barracks in Riyadh in Saudi
Arabia. The four suspects belong to the Saudi Afghans who had fought
in the 1980s in Afghanistan against the Soviets. The suspects had been
affected by the ideology of Usama Bin lLaden and Muhammad
al-Mas'ari and the writings of Abu Muhammad al-Magqdisi.
~ Al-Magdisi is now in Jordanian jails on charge of forming an illegal
organization, Bay'at al-Imam (Oath of Allegiance to the Imam) and
planning terrorist activities. He is Palestinian but brought up in Kuwait
and was effected by Jam'iyyat Ihya' al-Turath al-Islami, a cover
organization for the Salafi trend in Kuwait and the Gulf. His book,
Millat Ibrahim (Abraham's Sect), espouses radical traditionalism,
paganism and violence. Al-Magqdisi even accused the mainstream
fundamentalist movements of unbelief and had numerous differences
with other Afghan Arabs. During this period, some young individuals
from the Gulf arrived in Afghanistan and joined al-Maqdisi who
moved them away from the mainstream fundamentalists trend because
of the Muslim Brotherhood's intfluence over it.

Usam Bin Laden is today most notorious international Afgham
Arabs. After graduating from an engineering school at King 'Abd
al-'Aziz University in Jeddah in 1979, he fought in Afghanistan and
was one of the main leaders of al-Afghan al-'Arab (the Afghan Arabs).
He recruited thousands of Arabs and organized training camps to fight
the Soviets. In 1989, he returned to Saudi Arabia to run the family
business.

However, his anti-government activities led to his exile to Sudan in
1991. Because of his radical opposition to the Saudi regime, he was
stripped of his Saudi citizenship. After the Gulf War, Bin Laden
became very critical of the United States and viewed the American
troops in the Gulf as an occupying army of infidels in the shadow of
Islam's holiest shrines. In Sudan, he established and ran several
businesses and employed hundreds of Afghan Arabs. Under heavy
pressure from the American government, the Sudanese government
expelled Bin Laden who moved to Afghanistan in 1996. He issued a
legal opinion declaring war against U.S. presence in the Gulf. He lives
now in an elaborate hideout under the protection of the Taliban
government and has established training camps for radical Arab
fundamentalists. His followers are estimated at around 4000 fighters in
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supported different Afghani factions that have been jockeying for
power. Many of them became catalysts in their own respective
countries for armed revolt and activities against existing regimes.
Furthermore, some have left for Pakistan in order to find a safe haven
from their governments that have been pursuing them and linking
them to home terrorism. However, most of the Afghan Arabs are not
involved in terrorist activities. The Afghan Arabs include citizens of
most Arab states, especially Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and
Iraq. Afghanistan’s official number of the Afghan Arabs is 6,170, but
the actual number goes much higher (about 20,000) since many of
them did not register and entered Afghanistan without procedural
formalities. Furthermore, many of them used to work in Islamic and
Arab philanthropic and educational associations.

There are two notorious organizations that include many of the
Afghan Arabs. One is Jama'at al-Takfir wa al-Hijra or Jama'at
al-Muslimin (The Muslims' Group), which allied itself with and
influenced the radical ideology of the Algerian Armed Islamic Group.
The other is Jama'at al-Khilafa, founded by Muhammad al-Rifa'i, who
called for establishing an Islamic state on the borders with Pakistan.
Other organizations include Black Turbans and the Group of Pure
Nature, which upheld naive principles like prohibiting shoes and any
footwear and cars. Some of the Afghan Arabs were implicated in the
attempt on President Mubarak's life in Ethiopia where two of the
alleged assassins were Egyptians from the Afghan Arabs.

Also, Ahmad Ramzi Yusuf , who is charged with masterminding
the World Trade Center bombing, has connections with the Afghan
Arabs. And those individuals who were accused of bombing the
American mission headquarters in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia in 1995 had
been in Afghanistan. However, one should not attribute the rise of
radical and violent Islamic groups in the Arab world.to the Afghan
- Arabs alone. since they-and even the Algerian Armed Islamic
Group-grew up in their respective countries and not in Afghanistan.

In Jordan, al-Afghan al-'Arab are represented by Muhammad's
Army. It is alleged that this group wanted to assassinate the Palestinian
delegation to peace negotiations with Israel and Jordanian Prime
Minister 'Abd al-Salam al-Majali as well as army and police officers
and to blow up a large commercial center and movie theaters. Ifs
membership is estimated at around 1.000),
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of transforming a political agenda into daily life. Islamism employs
diverse practical processes to intellectual and political formulas.
Because radical Islamism perceived its own real and imagined
isolation as a result of social disunity and exploitation, the political
violence and illegitimacy of regimes, and personal impiety and
corruption, it has reified, mostly under severe conditions of torture and
mishandling, its political discourse into purified theology of politics.
Both the radical groups and most of the regimes are committed to
vicious recycling of violence.

On the other hand, the absence of a pluralistic civil society and
democratic institutions are cited by the moderate trend as the real
cause for violence. While this trend has for long been excluded from
political participation, it still calls for its and others' inclusion into
politics and formal institutions. Moderate Islamists are providing
Islamic arguments for inclusion and absorption, not mutual
exclusivity-- as some secular and religious radicals do in the East and
West. The conflict between the East and West is viewed as primarily
political and economic, not refigious or cultural.

Thus it would be a strategic and historic mistake to treat all I%lamlc
parties and groups as one movements. It is equally mistaken to inflame
religious feelings and to mobilize religious doctrines to counter
ideological and political difference at the international and regional
levels. The Afghan Arabs, a designation used for many groups of Arab
volunteers who fought the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the
Afghani communist government in the 1980's, is an example of misuse
of religion and radicalism. The Afghan Arabs are part of the radical
groups that are being pursued in Afghanistan and elsewhere since-the
horrific explosions that took place in New York and Washington on
September 11 , 2001 by the United States, specifically, and the West,
generally, with world-wide Islamic and non-Islamic official support.

In the international war against the communist takeover of
Afghanistan and East-West conflict, they believed-and they were made
to believe-- that they were launching jihad against the infidels. Most
Muslim regimes and Islamic intellectuals as well as many countries in
the West, especially the U.S., totally supported and armed this
movement at its beginning and before the collapse of the Soviet Union
and in order to curb communism and socialism.

After the end of the Soviet invasion, the Afghan Arabs split and
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As opposed to many circulated talks about the dwindling of the
Islamic movements, all indications signal the rise of general
religiosity, which cater to Islamism. The diversity of the movements as
well as their political behaviors reflects diverse political, cultural and
economic conditions.”™ The fact of the matter is that Islamist
movements do reflect socio-economic realities and are not isolated
from their societies. Mostly, they represent popular frustrations,
ambitions and demands that turn them into vocal opposition
movements.”™

The main in classifying the moderation or radicalism of Islamic
movements in this study is based on their acceptance or rejection of
the doctrines of human rights, pluralism and democracy. Islamism
contains two contradictory trends: one that is very radical, anti-liberal,
exclusivist, and militant, and another that is very moderate, liberal,
inclusivist and non-militant. Many analysts have not been able to
distinguish moderates from radical because both trends employ the
fundamentals of religion, the Qur'an and the Prophetic Traditions.

Islamism is however an umbrella term for a wide range of
discourses and activism that tends to move from a high level of
moderate pluralism, and thus inclusive democracy, to extreme
radicalism, intolerant unitarianism, and thus exclusive majority rule.
While some Islamist groups are pluralistic in terms of inter-Muslim
relations and between Muslims and minorities, others are not. Again,
while some Islamists are politically pluralistic but theologically
exclusive, others are accommodating religiously, but direct their
exclusivist programs to the outside, the West or imperialism.

Islamists in general believe that their governments do not serve the
ideological, political or economic interests of their peoples but those
of the dominant world powers. Imperialism, colonialism, exploitation,
materialism--all these are charges brought against the West.
Liberalization, whether economic, political or cultural, as well as
social justice, political freedom, and democracy are major demands of
both radical and moderate Islamist groups. Modern national states
have been considered by Islamists to be the link between what is
unacceptable and inhumane in both Western and Eastern civilizations,
namely Western materialism and Eastern despotism.

Again, the real issue in distinguishing a radical view from a
moderate one revolves primarily around the conditions and principles
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Meanwhile, the Algerian government did not permit popular
political representation or organized political opposition. However,
after the victories of the Islamic Salvation Front in the 1992 elections,
the army forced the President to resign and annulled the results.
Extreme horrific acts of terror were committed by radical militants,
which sent shock waves all over the world, especially in the West.
France, which has a sizable minority of Algerian descent, became
frightened over the possibility of violence in Europe. While the armed
wing of the Islamic Salvation Front renounced in June 1999 its support
for violence and received a presidential pardon, the more radical
Armed Islamic Group employs still terror tactics. And Algeria has not
witnessed any dramatic changes to its socio-economic dilemmas.

Also, serious question over the legitimacy of the Tunisian and
Moroccan states exist. While the former has suppressed the Islamists
there is a great possibility of an Islamist come back. While in the
latter there are questions about the stability of the government after the
death of King Hassan II, King Muhammad VI is attempting to deal
with poverty and poor infrastructure.’”

Terror has decreased also partly because of Muslims' opposition to
violence in different Islamic communities, splits within the radicals,
and better techniques in combating terrorism.®™ And while it is true
that the Arab states have curtailed the use of violence by radical
groups, radical violent Islamist groups are not representative of the
major non-violent moderate Islamist groups. The latter are mass
popular movements seeking empowerment of people while the former
are destructive by their very nature.” Beyond the radical projection of
Islamist movements developed by both the Western and Arab media,
there is another reality, which has not been well exposed. This reality,
that presents a modern Islamist worldview that is adopts democracy,
pluralism and human rights and that is not anti-Western is glossed
over. :

In a sense, all practicing Muslims are part of and provide cover fo
the non-violent Islamist current, even if there are no organizational
affiliations. The increase in the religiosity of Muslims should not be
taken as a sign of increase of potential violence. Judging by the
behavior of a few radical militant groups has misled policymakers.™
Religiosity is vastly growing, as attested to by the increasing numbers
of mosque goers, pilgrims to Mecca, and women in Islamic dress code.
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internal religious 1de010gles have cut across globalization (particularly
in the sense of economic distribution and technology).

Even the nature of Turkish state, which has been forcefully
secularized since the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War [,
and which served for decades as a model for many secular,
anti-religious nationalist states like Iran and Egypt, is being questioned
today.“” Because the elites of the Middle East are tied up to global
powers, as represented by the United States and other major powers,
for both their security and economy, basic questions are raised over
the role of globalization and its impact on the nation-states. Most of
the Middle East has been bereft of the benefits of technology and
liberal economy, with the exception of the elites and their military
auxiliaries, Even rich Arab monarchies that have not adopted earlier
revolutionary pan-Arab nationalism and now revolutionary Islamism
have problems with the way they derive legitimacy and distribute
economic wealth.

The new geopolitical issues in the Middle East center on (1)
legitimacy of current governments, and (2) the nature of peace
between Arabs and Israelis. Thus, for instance, the Islamists reject the
efforts exerted to make Israel the only regional superpower. In the
minds of the Islamists, legitimacy and peace are interlinked. The
religious struggle with Israel is upheld through confronting their
respective secular and traditional governments that are themselves
looked as subservient to global powers. As protest movements, the
~Islamists pose a danger to-existing governments in the Islamic world,
including the Caucasus and Central Asia. Islamic movements have not
been generally allowed to enter the legally established electoral
processes. In most of the Arab world, if there were elections, their
outcomes would either be falsified or cancelled, as was the case in
Algeria when a majority voted for the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS).

By the mid-1990s, Algeria. was viewed as a. threat to regional
stability in North Africa that might spell into Egypt and endanger the
Arab-Israeli peace process.®” The civil war in Algeria lead to the death
of. at least. 80,000 lives since January 1992. The Algerian economy
suffered from the repercussions of sharp drops in oil prices in the
mid-1980s and from population explosion where 70 percent of the
population was under the age of thirty and unemployment for young
‘males reached about 75 percent.""”
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Arab nationalism, traditional Islam and political Islam interacting with
the boundaries of the nation-states whose ability to deliver to the
populace is curtailed by its very structure and economic manipulation
of the country' resources. Egypt wants to open up to globalizing
tendencies; however, its structure is traditional and undemocratic.
Egyptian Islamism brings together opposition to the ruling elites and
their mode of consumption, discrediting traditional official Islam, and
seeking an alternative based on reinterpreting Islam and the role of the
state in terms of democracy and equitable distribution of wealth.
Nowadays, Arabism, Zionism and Turkish nationalism have lost
their deep grip over their people as motives for political action and
source of legitimacy. While nationalism is still dominant in justifying -
the ideologies of political elites, their populations, including Israel, are
going through identity crises, "Is Israel a secular republic that happens
to be ethnically Jewish or is it a Jewish state under Jewish law? This
question is as likely to destabilize Israel as Islam is likely to
destabilize Nasserite [nationalist] and monarchist Arab countries.™*®
When the conflict between Arabs and Israelis had been at its zenith,
it precluded the investigation of the soul-searching questions relating
to identity and the nature of state. The perception of immediate danger
and possibility of intense armed wars precluded the enquiry into the
fundamental nature of states in the Middle East, including Israel, the
Arab states, Turkey and Iran. These questions were sublimated into
questions of survival and rights vis-a-vis other states in the Cold War
ear. Again, the collapse of the Soviet Union and Gulf War Il reduced
external dangers and brought up internal dangerous questions that
have been lurking in the minds of the Arab, Israel, Turkish and Iranian
intellectuals in particular and the public in general. Is Israel a Jewish
religious state and only Jews enjoy citizenship? Or is it a secular state
that even non-Jews or Arabs can enjoy equal rights of citizenship? Is
Egypt a Muslim country where minorities have no equal right, or is it a
secular state where its citizens of diverse religions have equal rights?
Thus, while the threat of external wars in the area have been reduced
to a minimum, religious and identity questions are on the rise and
likely to threaten the general status quo. Now, there is a thin but strong
threat that ties together the religious aspirations of the peoples of the
Middle East along with demands for a more equitable distribution of
economic resources and representative democracy. Put differently,
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the short term, because the conservative camp still holds the centers of
power, it will benefit in the long term by Iran's exerting moderating
influence on Islamic movements. Again, positive developments in
Iranian foreign policy and, in particular, Iran-U.S. relations will lead to
gradual moderation in Iran's stance vis-—vis Israel. The strengthening
of Iran's reformists would help as well the U.S. to moderate its views
toward political Islam.” Also, a moderate Iran may succeed in
moderating Islamic opposition and open new opportunity for
cooperation between transnational Islamic forces and the U.S.

Iran’s introduction into a new regional order is mecessary because
there are regional limits on the exercise of Israeli power. Even Israel
and Turkey together, both opponents of Iran, would be unable to
contain general instability in the Middle East.®” Iran and Saudi Arabia
have clearly, although tentatively, explored some sort of regional
security co-operation with the goal of limiting U.S. influence. The
relationship is stafting to move forward.

Symbolic steps are extremely important. For instance, U.S. support
for a Muslim population against a Christian state in Kosovo was
warmly received in the Islamic world and went a long way in showing
- that the official U.S. position regarding Islam has not been premised
on hostility toward Islam. Such acts of supporting repressed Muslim
population will improve Muslims' perceptions of U.S. foreign policy
and moderate [slamist views of U.S. hegemony over the world.*”

lll. The Context and Ideologies of islamist Politics:

The nature of the conflicts in the Middle East has been changing since
it has been disconnected from the Cold War. As opposed to the
propaganda about a global Islamic threat, most of the conflicts seem to
be of local or regional nature with rare outbursts of global dangers.
Previously, Arab nationalism under Egyptian President Jamal 'Abd
al-Nasir seemed to be a regional ideology threatening the interests of
the West, as was the case with other third world ideologies, most of
which included different varieties of socialism, liberation theology and
anti-Westernism. While Arab nationalism is still psychologically alive
in the minds of Arabs, it is not anymore a viable vehicle of political
protest and mobilization, even in countries like Egypt.

Egypt, for instance, represents the crossroads between globalization,
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programs. The Iranian response was that the U.S. was responsible for
the wall of mistrust and that Indyk's views on weapons of mass
Destruction (WMD) and Iran's role in the Middle East are unfounded
and aimed at increasing U.S. arm sales and diverting attention from
Israeli WMD.™"

Also, some analysts see a few motives behind Washington's latest
opening to Tehran that range from economic interests to the pursuit of
an Israeli agenda. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's March 17,
1999 speech to the American-Iranian Council in which she outlined
U.S. policy changes seems to be a step in the right direction. She
acknowledged the mistakes committed by the United States toward
Iran, including the important role it played in engineering the
overthrow of Iran's Prime Minister in 1953, and the backing of the
Shah's repressive government and the siding with Iraq during its
1980-1988 war with Iran. This apology is made in response to Iran's
calls on the US. to show good will. Tangibly, this speech lifted
sanctions on Iranian carpets and food products such as dried fruits,
nuts and caviar. -It as well promised to work to resolve outstanding
claims on an estimated $12 billion in Iranian assets frozen by the U.S.
since the 1979. The motives behind this change of policy is the future
stability and peace in the Gulf, including preventing further Iragi
aggression, containing instability and illegal narcotics in Afghanistan,
encouraging stable relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan and
regional economic cooperation, and protecting the Arab-Israeli peace
process, and Tehran's abandonment of support for militant groups.

The containment of Iran has negatively affected some essential
stratégic interests of the United States while adding one more reason
for intensifying Islamist opposition movements against it. However,
the U.S. policy toward Iran is now undergoing major strategic changes
that will most likely bring about fundamental transformation in the
Middle East, the U.S.. The U.S. is moving into the right direction by
encouraging the development of Iranian democracy as practiced
during the recent parliamentary elections and consequently the
reformist camp since such a move will work to consolidate the U.S.
presence in the region and balance regional powers especially after the
fatlure of the Dual Containment policy. In addition, the U.S. will
benefit by the reformers' victory in Iran's parliamentary elections. For
while Israel will not be effected directly by the reformists' victory in
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breaking down the wall of mistrust separating the two countries
through dialogue among civilizations. Many symbolic gestures have
been carried out between Iran and the U.S., like President Clinton's
conciliatory comments in April 1998, Albright's remarks to Asia
Society in June 1998, and exchanges of scholars and sports teams.
However, Khatami's efforts for rapprochement are opposed by the
hardliners who prefer to maintain the status quo in the international
arena, which would affirm their grip internally to serve their interests.
One should remember after all that Khatami's presidency is limited by
the powers invested in the Supreme Leader. Nonetheless, Khatami's
popular and constitutional power should not be overlooked."™

Also, while the opposition to the peace process is focused on Iran.
all Israeli governments have been under heavy pressure from
right-wing and many religious groups that not to give back the
occupied territories in Syria or the West Bank. And the possibilities of
further violence in Israel are high, where Prime Minister Rabin's
assassination is still a painful memory. Before the start of the
Israeli-Syrian talks, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak came under
renewed pressure from and was manipulated for domestic reason by
Shas. which threatened to leave his coalition government.™

[n the past few month in 1999, a group of right-wing members of
Congress and pro-Likud lobbyists worked on eliminating from the
proposed budget for fiscal year 2000 to fund President Clinton's
promises to Israel. the Palestinian Authority and Jordan as part of the
October 1998 Wye agreement with the purpose of adding new
regulations that recognize Israel's claim to all of Jerusalem and placing
new requirements on the Palestinians.”™ Fortunately. the funding
proposals for support of the MEPP were passed. Furthermore, Israel
has been again focusing on the military capability of Iran to develop
ballistic missiles with Russian and Chinese support. Israel has been in
position {o exert great influence over U.S.-Iranian relations through
the U.S. adoption of the Dual Containment Doctrine*” The U.S. has
insisted that Iran should not support terrorism, should stop building its
mass destruction weapons. and refrain from opposing the Arab-Israeli
peace process. ™

Martin Indyk said on 14 October 1999 that the international issues
on which the U.S. disagrees with Iran are Iran's support of Hizbultah
and its weapons of mass destruction and ballistic missile development
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states that accept free markets, democratic expansion and control of
the spread of WMD. Lake added that President Clinton rejected the
theory of clash of civilization or the West against Islam."? Later,
Robert Pelletreau, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs, went beyond that and rejected looking at the phenomenon of
Islamic revival as being one monolithic bloc and made a distinction
between moderate and radical Islamist activists.*”

The test case was Turkey's moderate Islamist politics. The strategic
interest of the U.S., which views Turkey as a frontline state in a global
struggle between secularism and Islamism that would have impact on
several states in the Middle East, the Caucasus and central Asia, have
been served well by a secular pro-Western governments. After the
second Gulf War, Turkey became a close partner of the United States
in its regional policies and the third largest recipient of U.S. aid after
Israel and Egypt. It developed as well its relations with Israel and
signed several military agreements with Israel and pressured Syria on
many issues, water, Kurds, and others. This was an opportunity for
Turkey to be considered in the supposed new regional order.

The coming to power of the Islamists in 1995 alarmed the U.S.,
whose officials were initially hesitant and uncertain about the attitude
that should be taken. Erbakan assured the American of respecting
regional American security interests, and the U.S., though worried, did
not publicly object to an Islamist-based government in Turkey.
However, the Turkish military establishment instigated Washington's
fear of Islamism.in order to abort the Islamist experience, citing the
example of Islamic fundamentalism in Iran.

Again, pro-U.S. governments in the Middle East, especially Egypt
and Israel, feared the example set by Erbakan. For the success of
Turkish Islamist experiment and accommodation of U.S. security
interests may lead the U.S., given its emerging rhetorical views on
Islam, to couple it with practical policy changes. However, Egyptian
and Israeli fears were misplaced. The moderate Turkish Islamist
movement, Refah, received the most of votes, 21,4 percent. When its
leader Necmettin Erbakan became prime minister in July 1996, he
upheld all of the international agreements, including those with the
U.S. and Israel. However, in August 1996, he signed a $ 20 billion
natural gas deal with Iran, which the Turkish military establishment
initiated and approved. He further antagonized the U.S. by visiting
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pressure on Israel gave back more land to the Palestinians."

But the European strategic perspective, which informs U.S. views,
holds the Mediterranean as the stage on which Western civilization
fought back the incursion of non-Western cultures. This image of the
Mediterranean world is traceable to the Greek-Persian Wars of the
fifth century BCE, but developed more by the legacies of the
expansion of the Islamic faith into the Iberian peninsula, the impact of
the Crusades, and the efforts of the Ottoman Turks to expand into
central Europe. The legacies of these struggles survive today through
‘the anti-immigrant rhetoric of Europe's political right, debates in some
European political circles over the "Christian" nature of their societies,
or even in mother's admonishment to children that they must behave or
the "Turk" will get them.””

It has therefore become clear that the slogan of an Islamic threat has
gradually developed by two powers that are, though contradictory yet
supplementary to each other in, highlighting the danger of Islamism.
Israel, with its strategic importance in the Middle East, is making itself
the defender of Western civilization. Many Arab governments, on the
other hand, are in fact inciting Western fear of political Islam in order
that Western powers allow them to maintain the governments' tight
grip over their people.

However, in 1992, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs Edward Djerejian announced, in an address that has became
since the official U.S. policy statement about Islam, that the U.S.
Administration does not support the formula of one person, one vote,
one time. He discredited the ideas that Islam is the new global threat
and made a distinction between moderate and radical Islamists. The
U.S. stands against extremism and radicalism, and not Islam.43 But
such policy statements were not translated into practical changes either
In strategies or objectives.

Under the Clinton Administration, the fear of Islamic
fundamentalism continued but President Clinton has tried to reduce
negative stereotypes about Muslims. Anthony Lake, National Security
Advisor, perceived that there was a struggle between the forces of
good and evil. The former is made up of reactionary blackish states,
which include Iran, Sudan, Iraq and Libya that should be contained
because of their sponsorship of terrorism and attempts to acquire
weapons of mass destructicns (WMD). The good forces are made of
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concerned over charges of terrorism, acquisition of nuclear weapons
and the security of Israel and the Golf states. Former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich has called for a coherent U.S. strategy for fighting
Islamic totalitarianism.”” He also pressured President Clinton into
approving in December 1995 of § 20 million in covert aid to change
the Iranian government or at least its behavior.®®

Religion has influenced U.S. policy in this region from its early
history, when religious leaders hoped to bring the reintroduction of
Christianity in the Holy Land and established a pattern of missionary
work and American schools that has lasted to the present day.”” The
religious and intellectual challenge of Islamism continues to
preoccupy the United States. For many people, Islam is perceived as
hostile culture synonymous with the specter of the Islamic revolution
in Iran.” But it would be misleading to try to explain U.S. attitudes on
Islamic resurgence by only referring to cultural and historical factors.
Other factors play a prominent role as well, and these include U.S.
strategic interests: the resolution of Arab-Israeli conflict, access to
Persian Gulf oil, support for pro-U.S. Middle Eastern governments,
and opposition to terrorism and the proliferation of nuclear weapons.*”

~Religion has reinforced a pro-Israeli stance in U.S. poilicy. whether
because of the identification of American Jews with Israel's welfare or
the interpretation by some evangelical groups that events in the region
may present the stage for the end of world. However, while one can
find anti-[slamic statements by American religious leaders, the
characteristics of religion in the United States have isolated it from the
memory of Islamic-Christian confrontation in Europe.™

However, the Religious Right in the U.S, made of Christian
conservatives, which constitute one-six of eligible voters, has more
than 250 television stations and 1,600 Christian radjo stations and had
become visible since the Reagan Administration. Its belief in the
necessity of complete restoration of the nation of Isracl, including the
rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, as a prerequisite to the end of
the present age that ushers-in the second Coming of Christ and the
establishment of his millennial reign, leads their followers to
necessarily support Israel. While, Ironically, the Religious Right's
vision ends with a mass conversion of Jews, many Jewish leaders and
the Israeli government has welcomed the efforts of the evangelists. In
1998, Jerry Falwell promised to resist the American Administration's
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other hand, spoke after the President and focuséd on the importance of
confronting all sorts of bigotry that create destructive terrorism similar
to the terrorism that landed on the American shores, and this was made
in reference to the world trade center's bombing. He called on all the
free nations to find a viable way to contain the danger of radicalism.*

For Israel such a position serves as a justifying vehicle for putting
down Islamic political movements in the occupied territories and
Israel itself. Israel has for long, and since the collapse of the Soviet
Union, shifted the focus of strategic danger from communism to
Islamism in order to maintain its strategic value in the Western world
and therefore preserves its special position in the Middle East. It wants
to maintain it image as on advanced Western position that serves
Western interests, while at the same time showing that Islamic
movements are a new world threat that must be contained once and for
all. The beginning of containment is, of course, in the Middle East.
The President of Israel, Ezer Weizman, announced in Europe that the
Islamist Hamas forms the main destructive force against the peace
process in the Middle East, not the Arab-Israeli conflict,
notwithstanding its importance.”*"

The Israeli Prime Minister condemned Islamic movements and
called for the containment of radical Islam as represented by lIran,
Hizbullah, and Hamas--before then he focused on the containment of
Iraq long before it actually happened. He added that the Sudan where
there were many Iranians became the base for the Islamists of Egypt,
Algeria and Tunisia. He warned against the fall of the Jordanian order
because the Islamists would come to power, which lead--again, the
domino theory--to the fall of the Egyptian government under the
hammers of the Islamists.*™™ Also, the American Jewish community
has been able to develop a special and privileged relationship between
the U.S. and Israel. The leading pro-Israeli lobby, AIPAC, has been
able to lobby and mostly win the congress on all the concerns of Israel,
not withstanding the deep division within the Jewish community into
secular and religious, Orthodox and non-Orthodox, and hawks and
doves.™

To a large extent, Israel's view of Islamism influences U.S.
perception. U.S. officials are responsive to Israel's definition of its
security in the Middle East.34 In particular, the Congress plays a
determining influence on U.S. policy toward the Middle East and is
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reception of the news that the U.S. halted its relations with Hamas.
The PLO justified its position on the ground that the U.S. wanted to
split the unity of the Palestinian people and to force the PLO to give
more concessions to Israel. In a meeting with the Israeli Prime
Minister, the U.S. Secretary of State justified that act on the ground
that Hamas had been committing terrorist acts.”

Again, under pressure form Arab governments, Pakistan announced
on 4 February 1993 that it would expel all illegal residents and that
was made in reference to the Arab Afghans --that is the Arabs who
fought the Russians in Afghanistan-- and was supplementing by a
vicious campaign and expelled most of the Arab Islamists.

U.S. strategists and policymakers have been concerned with the role
attributed by Arab countries --especially Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia--
to Iran being the fountain of international Islamism and the source of
and support for all Arab Islamist groups. Iran is now pictured in the
West, especially in the United States, as leading an Islamic alliance
that aims at destabilizing the pro-Western governments and Western
interests. For Iran's arm extends to very strategically sensitive places:
Hizbullah in Lebanon, Hamas and Islamic Jihad in Palestine and Israel
as well as Islamic movements in Egypt and North Africa. Furthermore,
what added to this danger is the CIA director's testimony that Iran is
developing its nuclear capabilities in order to control many important
areas in the world."™®

Within the Arab world, only Syria has escaped such incriminating
charges towards against Iran as well as Sudan because it has
considered that the challenges the Arab world is facing go beyond the
Arab differences and those with Iran. For this reason, it has shown its
willingness to mediate into those conflicts, because its strategic
relations with Iran help Syria to focus on the Arab-Israeli conflict.™

The second important factor in highlighting the danger of Islamism
is Israel. It has redrawn its strategic role, after the elimination of the
red threat, to become the only power that can halt the green threat
from expanding. In the first summit meeting between the U.S.
President and the Israeli Prime Minister, the former said on 16 March
1993 that the discussion focused on security matters of the region and
the proliferation of nuclear weapons in addition of course to peace
negotiations and the economy. President Clinton underlined the
importance of curbing terrorist and violent activities. Rabin, on the
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to eliminate any possibility of U.S.-Islamist dialogue.”” After security
apparatuses in Egypt accused the Sheikh and his group of being
behind the strikes against tourists in Egypt and therefore implicated
'Abd al-Rahman personally, they raided the Jama'a's sirongholds.
Immediately after the bombing, the Egyptian President reminded the
international community that he had already warned it from the danger
of Islamic radicalism inside and outside of Egypt.

For the same reasons, the Council of Arab Interior Ministers held a
meeting on 5 February 1993. The Egyptian minister of interior asked
the conferees to be aware of the dangers of Islamic radicalism that
beset all of them, for all of them are in the same boat. The Tunisian
minister of interior condemned, of course, Islamic radicalism because
it is a danger to the Arab and Islamic nation and because it aims at
destabilizing all states and the progress of their nations. The Algerian
minister of interior affirmed that the radical movements had chosen
Tunisia, Egypt and Algeria as their targets. This is why the three
countries puf the issue of religious radicalism at the top of the list of
their priorities on the difficulties that Arab governments should
confront. On 4 March 1993, the Tunisian minister declared that his
country took steps with regional and international organizations in
order to contain radical groups. In order to convince their peoples and
the international andience of the real danger of Islamism, Tunisia,
Egypt and Algeria have publicly coordinated their efforts to curb the
dangers emanating from Sudan and Iran. These three countries are also
trying to market their views about Islamism and radicalism with other
Islamic and Arab countries as well as the West in general. They have
been trying to picture the existence of an international net of Islamisn.
where the Arab Islamist groups are organized by the Sudanese Islamist
state and then try to connect this Arab Islamism to international
Islamism whose base is Iran. An earlier summit of the leaders of North
Africa puts its finger on the nature of danger: it threatens the stability
of all North African states and its "democratic development.”

The PLO, or now the Palestinian Authority, is not far away from the
other Arab governments. The United States halted its dialogue with -
the Movement of Islamic Resistance (Hamas), and Hamas considered
that such a development was unwarranted and irrational. This
happened after the New York explosion where Hamas was also
implicated with it. The PLO announced on 6 March 1993 its good
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cannot be induced by traditional military threats and political
co-optation. The struggle is therefore going to last for a long time
since it is also viewed as cultural. As it was with the red threat during
the Cold War, the green threat is seen as a cancer that destroys
Western values. This is why the American people have been prepared
for a relentless struggle and for imposing containment and, therefore, a
new class of foreign policy experts on Islam is needed.

There seems to be many indications that the sporadic acts of terror
as well as the practices of radical groups are being used in order to
develop such a threat. The bombing of the world trade center was
portrayed as the action of international terrorism. Tehran has replaced
Moscow as the center of ideological and physical terrorism and
military expansion; and Islam is replacing communism. A political
commentator shows how Isiam has been seen to be well suited to play”
the role of the bad guy after the Cold War, for it is large, frightening
and anti-Western and lives on poverty and anger. It is spread all over
the world and therefore the maps of the countries of the Islam could be
shown on TV in green, as the communist countries used to appear in
red.”

Many factors that give credibility to the cultural and ideclogical
Islamic-Western conflict can be identified, first among which s quite
a few Arab governments and Israel. Most Arab states are afraid of
some kind of alliance between the United States and some Islamist
groups, since Islamists have posited the non-contradiction between the
rise of Islamic states and the maintenance of Western interests in the
area. For a while the Arab governments were chilled by the idea that
the U.S. would give safe haven to Sheikh 'Umar Abd al-Rahman and a
political platform to Hasan al-Turabi in the U.S. Congress--the former
is now in prison implicated with the World Trade Center's bombing,
and the second is identified with Islamic terrorism in North Africa and
even Egypt.*®

The Egyptian government has for long called for curbing Iranian
influence in encouraging Islamists. The U.S. has instead, and for a
short period had contacts with moderate Isiamist groups in the Islamic
world. But when the New York bombing took place, Sheikh 'Abd
al-Rahman denied any involvement, and his Jama'a saw in that
bombing in addition to another bombing earlier that week in a Coffee
house in Egypt an attempt to discredit it inside and outside Egypt and
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Furthermore, the media followed suit. The Economist invented, for
instance, the term "fundie" as a creature who looks like a religious
imam armed with radical ideology and equipped with nuclear weapons
with all the intention to declare war against Western Civilization.™
Again, George Will believes that a major war between Islam and
Christianity might well start again. This was part of his response to a
question whether the West might celebrate in the future the Prophet's
birthday. It is obvious from these two instances --and there are
hundreds of similar comments®-- that most of the Western Press
attempts to instill in the Americans fear of Islamic movements.

The rise of political Islam in North Africa and in Fgypt, as well as
the rise of Muslim states in Central Asia in addition to Iranian and
Sudanese foreign policies, has fueled up the push to picture Islamism
and, along with it, Islam as the new enemy of democracy, the United
States and the West.”™ A political commentator in the Washington
Post said that Islamism is revolutionary and aggressive similar in its
radicalism to the movements of Bolshevism, fascism, Nazism in the
past. [t is authoritarian, anti-democratic and anti-secular and cannot be
absorbed in the secular Christian world. Because its objective is to
establish the authoritarian Islamic state, the United States should
smother it at its inception.”” This picture of total confrontation and
non-conciliation between Islam and the West has been strongly
positioned in Washington, D.C. The developments in the American
and Western press before the second Guif War shows clearly how
public opinion was being charged to accept any action against Saddam
Hussein. Suddenly, Saddam Hussein became the most dangerous man
in the world and the most important enemies of the United States after
the Cold War. Iraq was portrayed as aiming at controlling all of the
Middie East, a portrayal that prepared the way for public acceptance of
the war as a strategic necessity,

However. still Saddam Hussein's threat was not identical to the
"green threat," for while Saddam was considered as wild thug that
broke the rules of the game and consequently endangered Western
interests, he could be finished off. But he did not threaten Western
lifestyles. On the other hand, the threat of political Islam is different in
its nature.”" The struggle with political Islam is treated as a zero-sum
game, if political Islam wins the West loses and vice versa. The
Islamic Republic of Iran is considered as a non-rational state that
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co-opt and include Islamic political movements in local political
processes, the Defense Department looked at Islamism as an
ideological and geopolitical threat that had to be eliminated. The trend
that opposes the inclusion of Islamism is the most influential and
includes most of the American media.

The reason behind this is that official U.S. thinking is constructed
within polarized around internal and external contexts. One view that
18 dominant in the making of American foreign policy on Islamism is
that all Islamists, both states and transnational actors, are radicals that
pose a regional threat to the U.S. This trend calls for the elimination of
Islamists views Iran as the center of a new world hostile to Western
liberalism. A domino-theory effect is thus postulated. All that is
needed 1s a Sunni Islamist takeover in one Islamic state in order to
trigger a sea of change and anti-Westernism.'™*

In the views of Martin Indyk, efforts of pro-Western governmeunts
to improve their legitimacy through the ballot box seen only to provide
opportunities for Islamists to capture power through legitimate means.
" Jeanne Kirkpatriick said she had no faith in the Arabs' and Muslims'
capacity to make rational political choices through the ballot box."*
Judith Miller believes that free elections seem more likely than any
other route to produce milifant Islamic governments that are in fact
inherently anti-democratic.'” Thus, Islam could be viewed as a
unitary, timeless, and monolithic threat. Iran, Sudan, and Irag and
many Islamist groups are represented as grave threats to regional and
global stability.'™ These allegedly rogue states provide material and
moral assistance to exiremist Muslims who are bent on sabotaging the
Middle East peace process and overthrowing the pro-Western Arab
political order."™”

Also, think tanks moved into that kind of analysis. For instance, a
study published by Cato institute in Washington, "The Green Threat"
by Leon Hardar, Bureau Chief for the Jerusalem Post, summarizes the
need for creating a new enemy. The end of the Cold War made the
American Administration look for new enemies, including instability
in Europe, the revival of European powers, new modern Russian
imperialism and new nuclear terrorism. The "yellow threat” comes on
the top of the new list of enemies, because of the economic threat that
East Asia represents. Next comes the “"green threat” which Is
represented by Middle Eastern Islamism.
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communist threats. While in the mid-1980s, the National security
Council tended more to wanting to use Islamist groups against the
Soviets, the State Department tilted more toward viewing Islamism as
a threat of its own and tilted more toward Iraq in its war with Iran.”

Connected to this situation was the disturbing prospect of the spread
of weapons of mass destruction into the region. Libya obtained
Scud-B missiles that could strike neighbors in northern Africa as well
as Italian islands, and Iraq's missiles could be used against Israel.
Widespread concern grew about its chemical weapons program, and
some thought Egypt also might possess chemical weapons. In
addition, there was concern that if an Islamist government came to
power in one of these or other countfies, it might be controlled or
influenced by states such as Iran, which might supply such weapons or
encourage militancy toward neighbors."” Such concerns became one
of the arguments to support the development of ballistic missile
defense capabilities that could shield Europe from attack from North
Africa or the Middle East.”

However, from the start of the Bush Administration in 1989 basic
debates  over Islamic  fundamentalism  emerged  within  the
foreign-policy circles and establishment. Islamic fundamentalism had
by then spread all over the Middle East and North Africa, including
the rise of the Islamic Salvation Front in Algeria and an Islamist
takeover in the Sudan. The U.S. was alarmed by the successes of
[slamic fundamentalism, and Secretary Baker expressed the U.S.
dislike to see the success of the Islamic Salvation Front that could set a
model for other Islamist movements. After the Gulf War, the U.S.
tried to sell Turkey as the 'proper' Istamic model for Central Asia.™”
What survived from the Bush Administration is its pressure on the
Likud government of Prime Minister Shamir to halt the spread
settlements in the Occupied Territories and to participate in the 1991
Madrid conference and to reduce tension with Iran.

1990s-present

In particular, two basic trends in the United States circles have
emerged early in 1990s on how to deal with and understand Islamic
movements by the policy-making elites and institutions.!'® The
Anterican Administration has had within it different attitudes, white
the State Department was generally more prone, in theory at least, to
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subvert their enemies. The decision by Anwar Sadat, to give up the
struggle against Israel further undermined the secular revolutionaries.
They faded in the 1980s into old age, corruption and compromise.
"Arafat's Palestinian National Authority is what is left of them."®

Also, Libyan President Mu'amar al-Qaddafi employed Islamic
symbolism to legitimize his populist rule and advocated Islam as the
religion of the black man in Africa, which had an impact on U.S. view
of Islam long before the [ranian revolution.®

Following the collapse of the Shah of Iran's government in 1979, a
"domino theory" developed within policymaking circles that
envisioned the toppling of governments in Algeria, then Morocco,
Tunisia, Egypt, and even Libya. A type of jihad against the West
seemed to be growing. The Iranian revolution of 1979 has been most
formative on the U.S. foreign-policy establishment and the public
views of Islam. Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini called the U.S. the Great
Satan. By holding 53 American hostages for 444 days, Khomeini
Khomeini's Iran inflicted daily humiliation. It was under the impact of
the Islamic revolution that Islamism replaced secular nationalism as a
security threat to the U.S. interests, and fear of a clash between Islam
and the West crystallized in the minds of Americans.® More
tmportantly, the U.S. feared destabilization of the Persian Gulf region. -
At the end of 1979, for instance, Saudi Arabia was rocked by the
two-week takeover of the Grand Mosque at Mecca by radical Islamists
and in 1981 Egyptian President Sadat Anwar Sadat was assassinated,
and bloody attacks against U.S. personnel and installations in
Letanon, Kuwait and elsewhere heightened U.S. officials' concern
over the export of Iranian Islamism.”

On the other hand, the Soviet invasion of Aghanistan in 1979 led
the U.S. and its allies in the Middle East to mobilize anti-communist
Islamic groups, especially in the Arab world. The Carter
Administration attempted to use the Islamic groups against communist
expansion and considered Islamic fundamentalism to be a troublesome
issue but not at any event equal to dangers coming from the Soviets.
However, the Reagan Administration adopted a much more
antagonistic bent towards fundamentalism, though still viewing that
the main global threat was emanating from the "evil empire."8 Iran
gate was telling in that the American preoccupation was with the
Soviets and that they were ready to work with Islamists to counter
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bitterness towards the U.S. and Israel is the outcome of the excellent
relations of the Shah with both Israel and the U.S. and their aid to his
repressive government.

The Cold War, Israel's independence, declining British and French
power in the region, and dependence on Middle Eastern oil reinforced
the U.S. view to regard the Middle East as a route from West to East.
The Truman and Eisenhower Doctrines declared U.S. responsibility in
protecting the Middle East from Soviet expansion. To serve that
mission well, the U.S had to send troops and supplies through southern
Europe to meet its NATO commitmentis.

Enlargement of the U.S. role in the Middle East as a guarantor of
stability added to the importance of the remaining bases. Since 1945,
over 40 percent of U.S. deployments have gone through the
Mediterranean. U.S. strategy centered on containing the spread of
communism and the USSR strategy centered on containing the spread
of capitalism. The Soviet Union tried to break that containment by
developing strategic interests with countries like Egypt, Syria, and
Iraq. The United States relied heavily on counties like Israel, Jordan,
Saudi Arabia, Iran and Turkey.

1960s-1980 _

On the whole, between 1960 and 1980, U.S. policy in the Arab
world was framed in opposition to secular Arab natjonalism. In fact,
the U.S. fried to construct an alliance of Islamic states with sufficient
prestige to counterbalance  communism. The expansion of U.S.
relationship with Israel, ‘especially .after the 1967 and 1973 wars,
reinforced the importance of these bases, even though the: United
States began to lose access or face restrictions on its use of some
facilities.

The 1973 Arab-Israeli war, the consequent Arab oil embargo, and
the 1978-79 Iranian revolution and ensuring hostage crisis shocked
many American officials and led to viewing Islam as a threat to
Western interests. From an American perspective, the new Islamic
resurgence was accompanied by the OPEC oil boycott, which
triggered escalating oil prices and had an effect on the daily life of
every American.3 The oil crisis of 1973 and the boom in oil prices that
followed changed the balance of power dramatically, as financial
power allowed the monarchies to stabilize their governments and
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Middle East peace process, the U.S. is well advised to support Iran’s
transformation.

ll. U.S Foreign Policy:

1940s-1950s

Although the U.S. officials in the first part of the twentieth century
supported the concept of self-determination and opposed the
perpetuation of colonialism, in the second half of the century they
looked with suspicion of populist third-world movements and
ideologies. By the late 1940s, containing the Soviet threat and
ensuring the security of pro-Western Middle Eastern governments
were higher on U.S. foreign-policy agenda than coming to terms with
third-world nationalism. The officials in the Eisenhower, Truman, and
Kennedy administrations who advocated an alliance between the U.S.
and local national forces as a means to contain Soviet expansionism
were a minority.'"

U.S. involvement in Iran dates back to the early decades of the 20th
century and especially to 1953 when the CIA organized the overthrow
of the constitutional government of Mossadegh. A bitter feeling of
anti-Americanism developed with the return of the Shah and lasted
after his overthrow and death. Over the next 25 years, the U.S. armed
and trained the Shah's brutal armed forces and oppressive intelligence
services. Iranian-American relations have been webbed into a long
history —of mutual complaints and misunderstanding. The
anti-Americanism of the Islamic Republic has been a direct
consequence of long U.S. support for the Shah whose policies were, to
say the least. repressive and unpopular. '

[n 1950, Iran recognized Israe] as a sovereign state because the
Arab states allegedly did not consult with it on the Armistice Treaty
that was concluded. Since then Iranian-Israeli relations were based on
strategic understanding, including issues relating to the economy,
political affairs. and security and military concerns. Both Israel and
Iran became pivotal for the U.S. in the Cold War and were considered
as policemen for the West. The alliance between Iran and Israel
against nationalist Arab states like Iraq. Egypt, and Syria was set up
for a geostrategic interests to protect oil resources in the Middle East
and to prevent communist Soviet and Chinese infiliration. The
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then the U.S has to deal with multi-layered levels of instability and
danger. More complexity is infused into these sets of problems
because of the changing nature of global politics and economics, or
globalization. Therefore, political Islam, or Islamism, intersects with
this immediate generational change, Arab-Israeli conflict, and
globalization. The future of Islamist movements, whether towards
moderation or radicalism, largely depends on the future of democracy
in the Arab world. If democracy is to take root, providing an
atmosphere of tolerance and dialogue, people will necessarily give of
their best. The opposite is also true. The historic example of a
conceptual shift undertaken by the Palestinian Liberation Organization
toward the U.S. and Israel and vice versa is telling in this regard. The
PLO, which was treated for over two ‘decades as one of world's
foremost terrorist organizations, is today, after attending the Madrid
Conference and signing Oslo Accords, a full partner in the peace
process and has renounced the use of violence.

The study is divided into two main sections. The first section
outlines and analyzes (1) U.S. policies in the Middle East since World
War Il with emphasis on U.S. aititudes towards and views of Islamist
movements and states, and (2) the basic components in the making of
the Islamist threat. It shows how the Islamic threat has developed in
the foreign policymaking establishment. The second section develops
(1) the context of Istamist politics and shows (2) how and why Islamic
movements have become transnational opposition groups. The
ideologies of moderate Islamist movements are mainly concerned with
issues of political representation and economic distribution. The
underlying premise used by the dominant U.S. view of a monolithic
Islamist movement spread throughout the Middle Fast is unwarranted.
In fact, it obstructs the making of positive U.S. policies toward Arabs
and Muslims and antagonizes most peoples of the area.

The vast majority of Islamist movements, whether in Turkey,
Algeria or Egypt, are ready to play by the rules of the games. It shows
that even Islamic states and movements are capable of positive
ideological, political, and economic transformation and development,
given the right context. This context is mainly influenced by the
policies and actions of the United States and its allies. For instance,
given that Iran is now undergoing a process of positive changes that
will be reflected positively on important Islamic movements and the
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That is made easier because the Middle East is largely under the
influence of the United States. The end of the superpowers' rivalry has
- paved the ground for a genuine and long-lasting solution for the
Arab-Israeli contlict. While Egypt and Jordan, on the one hand, and
Israel, on the other, have concluded peace agreements, and while the
Palestinians have periodically been engaged with the Israelis in talks
over a final status agreement, and while Syria/Lebanon and Israel have
also been periodically involved in a process of finding ways to end
their conflict, the fate of the region is not yet and will not be settled by
only signing formal agreements among governments or oppressing
opposition to current governments. _ _

For there are two sets of issues that daunt the area and that will have
impact on the stability and security of the region, whether there is or is
not a final formal treaty between the Arab governments and Israel.

The first set, religion and history, and, therefore, religious claims
and symbolism, is going to shed doubts on the legitimacy and policies
of both Arab governments and Israel, which will negatively effect
Arab-Israeli relations, internal Arab and Israeli policies and inter- Arab
attitudes and, therefore, long terms U.S. interests. Thus, one
fundamental issue for the next few decades will focus mainly on
identity questions that are carved out of religion and history. As much
as religious questions over land and identity have galvanized and split
the public in Israel, Islamism has opened up the questions of
legitimacy and the nature of the state. The U.S. needs to address such
issues in the making of a comprehensive peace deal and a new Middle
Eastern regional order. '

One should keep in mind that when the historic "the Gaza and
Jericho First" agreement was signed in September 1993 at the White
House in Washington, D. C., in the presence of PLLO Chairman Arafat,
Israeli Premier Rabin and President Clinton, uproar and discontent
were rtegistered by all militant groups, Israeli and Palestinian. The
main objections raised were religiously articulated, that is, the giving
up of greater Israel or the Promised lLand or Palestine, the eternal
religiously endowed land.

The second set of issues relates to proper political representation,
just economic distribution, and relations with the world, including the
West and Israel. If one adds to all of this a generational shift in Arab
governments with untested leadership and weak popular legitimacy,
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geostrategic policies toward the area: alliances with unpopular
governments that serve U.S. interests, the control of oil, and the
military superiority of Israel, while upholding either negative distance
from or outright opposition to powerful transnational and local
Istamist movements and nationalist states. In the new age of
globalization, U.S. policymakers and their establishment cannot but
take into account mew emerging ftransnational social and political
forces. Focusing only on the technological and economic dimensions
of globalization without paying due attention to new social, political
and religious ramifications that feed into question of war and peace
and legitimacy and power would be self-defeating for the
policymaking establishment. It is detrimental to U.S. interests to
pretend that U.S. policies could be maintained as if there were no
global transformations, both ideological and political.

The U.S., which is leading the world's transition into a new order,
can bring together its two contradictory international approaches to
politics: realism and idealism. While realism is based on U.S
capability to coerce militarily, which its has been applied universally
as was the case in the second Gulf War and Eastern Europe and now
Afghanistan and elsewhere, its idealism, or its moral authority to
coerce, has been applied selectively, especially in the Middle Fast
generally and the Islamist movements. The multidimensional
complexity of this transition requires taking into consideration that the
power and sovereignty of states are in a process of transformation due
to transnationalization of economic, political, religious and ideological
forces. While the boundaries between the local and the international is
fast eroding, information technology is making traditional
transactions, social interactions, political constructions and cultural
paradigms deficient. Thus, while the realist approach still focuses its
concerns with state actors, non-state actors as well as rising religious
ideologies in the Middle East should be taken into consideration.
While socialism and communism have lost their ability to mobilize,
Islamism is filling the vacuum all over the Islamic world. from North
Africa to Central Asia. And if stability in the Middle East is a U.S.
objectives, it needs to redraw its policies in the area to include both
state and non-state actors, and this would be an opportune case where
the U.S. can bring together its realist approach with its upheld idealism
that centers on human rights, pluralism and democracy.
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This study argues that it is high time for the U.S., the only
surviving superpower, to develop a post-Cold War framework that
would become the basis of new strategies and policies. As
representative protest movements, especially the Islamists in the
Middle East, that are on the rise and destined to exert influence on
regional and local politics, the U.S. should come to terms with these
movements; and it is now than never. As opposed to the misconstrued
assumptions of the short longevity and unchanging violent nature of
Islamic movements, the prospects of the Middle East and consequently
U.S. interests in stability and security hinge. to a large extent, on the
ability of the U.S policymaking establishment to reach a true
understanding of and develop correct strategies toward Islamic
movements as well as Islam.

The practical ramifications of such an understanding and strategies
need to manifest in ' a fair and comprehensive conclusion of the
Arab-Israeli conflict, and ' the development of an open and inclusive
political culture to positively deal with the central questions of
identity. religion, economy and democracy.

However. as a global power, the United State is still operating in,
and its foreign policy establishment is stilf thinking of, the Middle East
with almost the same Cold War strategies. Even after the second Gulf
War, U.S. foreign policy has maintained. more or less, the same
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"Israel's " international responsibility towards its continmued aggression on Lebanon

damages, cultural property theft and a list of all the disabled and the
martyrs. As well as estimating the amount of the organized theft of the
Lebanese natural resources such as water and soil since 1978, in order
to file a lawsuit against "Israel” for its aggression on Lebanon and
what it has resulted in human losses that cannot be compensated.

FOOTNOTES:

I- Dr. Ahmad Shata, "Irag's international responsibility for its violation of
International Law", from the book of the Conference of "The Iragi aggression on
the State of Kuwait in the light of International Law" (Cairo, 1991) pages 414, 415.

2. Look up Dr. Issam Kalila's, "Lebanon water and borders” 1916-1975,
{ Beirut:1996) pages 73-105

3- "The South of Lebanon, steadlasiness and tragedy”, (Beirut: 1981), pages 25-72.

4- "The South of Lebanon 1984-1986 facts and figures ", (Beirut: Ministry of
[nformation, 1986) pages 37-39.

5- The same relerence, pages 54-55.

6- The Lebanese University circulation, The "Israchi " invasion and its negative
aftermath (Beirut: 1997) pages Y3-96.

7- Lehanese studies, Ministry of Informalion, summer 1996, page 170.

8- The sarme source, puge 168.

9- The same source pages 182-183.

10- Lebanese newspapers during 1995-96.

11- Intenational Review ol the Red Cross, May-junc 1994, no. 300, page 233.

12- The same reference, pages 233-234.

13- Dr. H. Hamdan, the Isracli invasion of Lebanon in terms of international Law,
Beinut, 1982, pages 17-18.

14- International Review of the Red Cross, May-june 1994, pages 232-233.

15- Gerhard Von Glahn, Law among Nations, U.S.A, 1992, page 707,

16- The same relerence. pages 701-702.

17- Sce the charter of the United Nations, Newyork, pages 3-4 and 23.
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hand, appears to have created a limitation in regard to international
triais of certain criminais"?. '

Article III of the Hague Convention of 1907 on Waron Land
provided that "a belligerent party which violates the provisions of the
said regulations shall, if the case demands, be Hable to pay
compositions. It shall be responsible for all acts committed by persons
forming part of its armed forces."?

Israel who committed the international crimes in Lebanon, and who
has violated the international law and humanitarian international law
and the Charter of the united nations especially the article(1.1) which
states: "to maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to
take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of
threats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression or
other breaches of the peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and
in conformity with the principles of justice and international law." And
also it violates the article (I1.2) which said: "all members, in order to
ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from
membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them
in accordance with the present charter.” As well as it violates the
article (I1L.4) which said: "all members shall refrain in their
international relations from the threat or use of force against the
territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any
other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the united nations.""”

For these reasons Israel must be exposed to international
responsibility in its different faces, the political responsibility, the
criminal responsibility, and the material responsibility, according to
the article 41 of the charter of the United Nations, and the article 91 of
the I protocol additional to Geneva convention of 1949, and according
to the U.N resolution number 687 of 3/4/1991, and also according to
documentation of the Nuremberg Tribunal.

Conclusion

"Israel's" aggression should not pass unpunished as if nothing had
happened. On the basis of the international law, Lebanon should
continue demanding for the full execution of the 425 resolution, as
well as recording all damages committed by "Israel” on Lebanon since
1948 until this present day. This record should include material
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internafional responsibifity towards its continued aggression on Lebanon
(a) Crimes against peace,
(b) War crimes,
(c) Crimes against Humanity,

Leaders organizers, instigators, and accomplices participating in the
formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit
any of the forgoing crimes are responsible for all acts performed by
any persons in execution of such plan...

The Geneva Diplomatic Conference of 1949 also was concerned
with the subject of crimes under international law and, because it's
four conventions are in force, contributed to expanding the rules of
law governing in this sphere.

All four instruments include this common article:

The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact any legislation
necessary to provide effective penal sanctions for persons committing,
or ordering to be committed, any of the grave breaches of the present
convention defined in the following article. Each High Contracting
Party shall be under the obligation to search for persons alleged to
have committed, or to have ordered to be committed, such grave
breaches, and shall bring such persons, regardless of their nationality,
before its own courts. It may also, if it prefers, and in accordance with
the provisions of it's own legislation, hand such persons over for trail
to another High Contracting Party concerned, provided such High
Contracting Party has made out a prima facie case.

Each High Contracting Party shall take measures necessary for the
suppression of all acts contrary to the provisions of the present
Convention other than the grave breaches defined in the following
article. _

In all circumstances, the accused persons shall benefit by safeguards
of proper trail and defense, which shall not be less favorable than that
provided by article 105 and those following of the Geneva Convention
relative to theTreatment of Prisoners of war of August 12, 1949.

In the fourth (civilian) Convention of 1949, Article 148 asserts that
no party to the Convention is permitted to absolve itself or any other
contracting party of any liability by itself or another party in respect to
the grave breaches enumerated in article 147 of the treaty- and the
breaches parallel to a considered extent the definitions laid down in
article 6(b and c) of the charter of the Nuremberg Tribunal. The 1949
Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of war, on the other
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g) Unlawiul deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement of a
civilian,

- h) Taking civilians as hostages. ,

And Israel has violated the law or customs of war (art.3). In its

aggression against Lebanon by using the following acts:
1) employment of poisonous weapons or other weapons
calculated to cause unnecessary suffering,
2) wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages or devastation
not justified by military necessity,
3) attack or bombardment, by whatever means of undefended
towns, villages, dwelling, or buildings,
4) seizure of, destruction or willful damage done to institutions
dedicated to religion charity and education, the arts and sciences,
historic monument and works of art and science,
5) Plunder of public or private property' ™. And Israel during the
continued aggression against Lebanon. violates the international
humanitarian Jaw, when Israel attacks Lebanese forests, fields
and environment in general, and also attacks the works and
instailations containing dangerous forces like dams, dykes and
electrical generating stations, and also Israel violates the Hague
convention of 1954, concerning the protection of the cultural
properties during the war time, when it attacks the historic
cultural heritage places like Tyre, Sidon, Baalbak.

Isracl also violates the 1980 United Nations convention on
prohibitions or restriction on the use of certain conventional weapons,
and its protocol II on landmines (1996).

4- Israel's international responsibility fowards its con-
tinued agression on Lebanon

According to the definition of aggression of 1974, the aggression is
an international crime and the state that does this crime must be
exposed to an international responsibility, and in our case study, Israel
who committed the international crimes against state and peoples of
Lebanon. must be exposed to the international responsibility.

The following acts. or any of them, are crimes coming within the
jurisdiction of the Nuremberg Tribunal for which there shall be
individual responsibility:
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"Israel's

capital) the number of victims (almost seventhly thousands of innocent
civilians were either killed or injured) and the extent of destruction
(whole villages, towns, as well as Palestinian refuge camps, were
systematically destroyed, more than 300 schools were seriously
damaged, 25 hotels and 25 factories, 72 thousands living units were
completely destroyed etc."™ were beyond tolerance in the eyes of the
world community and definitely inproportion to the supposed harm
threatened.

The invasion is not only uncovered by unjustified circumstances but
constitutes a breach of a very essential and fundamental condition of
article 51.

And as a result, the Israeli invasion in April 1996, of the United
Nations post in Qana lead to the death of 102 most of them women,
children and elderly citizens.

The Lebanese government described the Israeli act as an act of

genocide. And it asked the United Nations to condemn crimes of
Israel against state and people of Lebanon,

The acts of Israel are considered as a violation of the convention on
the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide (1948), and
Israel who is a member to this convention must be exposed to the
international responsibility according to the principles of international
law.

3-War crimes: _
During the continued aggression of Israel against Lebanon, Israel
have made a grave breaches of the Geneva conventions of 1949(art.2)

a) Willful killing,

b) Torture or inhuman treatment, including biological
experiments,

¢} Willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or
health, :

d) Extensive destruction or appropriation of property, not
justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and
wantonly, ' o

e) Compelling a prisoner of war or a civilian to serve in the
forces of a hostile power,

f) Willfully depriving a prisoner of war or a civilian of the rights
of a fair and regular trail,
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and coasts of Lebanon by the armed forces of Israel.
4: An attack by the armed forces of Israel on the land of
Lebanon.
5 :The sending by or on behalf of Israel of armed bands, groups,
irregulars or mercenaries, which carry out acts of armed force
against Lebanon.
And according to the definition of aggression, the aggression is a
crime against international peace and who commit it, must be exposed
to international responsibility.

2- Crimes against humanity.

Article 4 is a word-for-word recapitulation of the provisions of
articles 2 and 3 of the 1948 convention on the prevention and
punishment of the crime of genocide, which is held to form part of
international customary law as stated by the international court of
Justice in an advisory opinion of 1951". For the purposes of the
statute, genocide means any of the following acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in parl, a national ethnic, racial or
religious group, such as:

a) killing members of the group,

b) causing serious bodily or mental harm {o members of the
group, '

c) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in
part,

d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the
group.

The following acts are punishable:

Iy Genocide,

2) conspiracy to commit genocide,

3) direct and public incitement to commit genocide,
4) attempt to commit genocide,

5) Complicity in genocide™.

According to the facts, Israel has violated and remains, in breach of
its legal obligations, under various provisions, of the convention on the
prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide, in relation to the
state and people of Lebanon. In 1982 only, and through the Israeli

invasion {almost three fifths of the Lebanese territories including the
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"Israel's" crimes in Lebanon and the international
responsibility

Viewing the international law documents and files, among them the
Saint Petersburg's file of 1868, the 1907 Lahai agreement on the rules
and regulations of land wars, the 1945 international military court
treaty in Nuremberg, the 1925 Geneva protocol that forbids the use of
chemical weapons, the 1928 Biryan Kilog treaty, the 1948 treaty that
forbids genocide and punishes whom so ever does so, the 1949
Geneva treaty that specifically protects victims of war, and the first
protocol that was supplemented to it in 1977, defining aggression
1974, the 1977 international criminal court's bill and other legal
international documents, enables us to categorize the crimes
committed by the "Israeli” forces in Lebanon since 1948 until this
present day under the following three headings:

A) Crimes against peace;

B) Crimes against humanity;

C) War crimes.

1- Crimes against peace
Since 1948, Lebanon, has been exposed to Israeli invasions, and the
results were an occupation in a wide distance of Lebanese territories
and a grave change in the legal status of the international border.
Besides, the Lebanese citizens and the properties have always been
exposed to Israell military acts. The daily Israeli aggression acts were
considered, as a violation of the United Nations charter, and also to the
principles of public international law, and those Israeli acts were
considered, as an aggression according to the definition of aggression
of (14, December, 1974) through the resolution 3314 (XXLX) of
general assembly of United Nations.
Since 1948 and till now, the [sraeli army offenses were categorized
as qualitying as acts of aggression:
1: The invasion and military occupation forces of Israeli of the
territory of Lebanon.
2: Bombardment by the armed forces of Israel against the
territory of Lebanon, by using all kinds of weapons especially
which are internationally prohibited.
3: The blockade of the Lebanese ports (especially Sidon, tyre)
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civilians of women and children took shelter in a UN compound at
Qana"". '

And on the 18th of Aprl 1996 the Security Council issued
resolution number 1052, through which it expressed its dissatisfaction
with the incident that occurred on the 18th of April 1996 leading to
great losses in life among the civilians in one of the temporary UN
bases in Lebanon. The Council called upon all sides to cease all war
actions at once, emphasizing once again its commitment for regional
peace towards Lebanon as well as its independent political sovereignty
within its internationally recognized borders™,

I would also like to point out that the General Assembly in its
meeting on the 22nd of April 1996 pursuant to the request of the
Lebanese government, passed a resolution condemning the military
attacks on the civilians in Lebanon, especially the attack on the UN
compound in Qana, considering that Lebanon had the right to receive
adequate compensation resulting from the destruction, and that "Israel”
was bound to pay that compensation. The Assembly also requested the
Secretary General to send a special technical delegation to the area to
prepare a report within one month on the human and financial losses
that resulted from the fighting.

‘The Council of the Arab League in an urgent session on the 17th of
April 1996 requested the Security Council to impose upon "Israel” to
pay the necessary compensations in order to rebuild what it had
destroyed with respect to the infrastructure, installations and human
losses. The Arab League also condemned the continuous savage
"[sraeli” aggressions on Lebanese soil, which was aimed at the
sovereignty, well being of its citizens. air space and its regional
waters, leading to the destruction of its infrastructure as well as many
archeological sights throughout Lebanon'™. The result of the "Israeli”
aggression on Lebanon during the year of 1996 was as follows:

Number of martyrs: 282:
Number of wounded: 913
Number of detainees: 317;
Number of displaced: 35.

The number of damaged homes reached 1,097 houses, besides
damages in agriculture and fires that "Israel” intentionally started in
the woodland'.
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Security General of Hezbullah Sayed Abbass Al-Musawi.

During the year of 1993 "Israeli” war planes started an aggression
which lasted seven days resulting in a large number of innocent
civilian casualties while hundreds of thousands were displaced from
their homes™®. _ ,

During the year of 1995 the "Israeli" aggressions reached 2,218
aggressions, resulting in the deaths of more than 53 and 154 wounded
and the detention of 73 Lebanese civilians, while damaging the
agricultural harvest and burning farms and fields as well as destroying
hundreds of houses. The Lebanese south shores were under siege for a
long period of time, which led to great losses in the Lebanese national
economy. Fishermen were not allowed (o practice their duties to earn
their daily sustenance a source of income for many families in the
cities of Sidon, Tyre and the south in general, which led to grave
economical damages to many families.

From the 10th of April 1996 until the dawn of the 26th of April
1996, "Israeli” warplanes struck on a vicious wide range aggression on
Lebanon. The attack included most cities and areas, such as the South,
the Bikaa, Beirut and Mount [.ebanon, with human losses reaching
146 martyrs and 329 wounded among them 30 disabled, as well as
incurring grave damages in public property and the infrastructure.
During its aggression "Israel" deliberately targeted to kill innocent
civilians seeking shelter one of the UN post at Qana, which led to the
death of 102 with tens injured, most of them women, children and
elderly citizens. While at the UN, the previous Lebanese president
Elias Harawi, described "Israel's” deeds against the civilians,
especially the Qana massacre, as a mass extermination which
reminded us of the exterminations that were executed by the Nazis
against the Jews. _

Following the Qana massacre, military advisor Major General
Franklin Van Kaben was given the task of preparing a report on the
incident. Regarding this issue, the UN secretary general Dr. Butrus
Ghali sent a letter to the president of the Security Council pointing out
his observations. In it he explains that the pattern in which the shells
landed in the vicinity of Qana makes it unlikely that the shelling on the
UN compound was by way of a technical or procedural mistake. He
also added that: "this incident was the most dangerous of all because
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incumbent on "Israel” to respect the unity, sovereignty and political
independence of Lebanon, as well as demanding from "Israel” to
immediately and without any delay withdraw its military forces to the
internationally recognized borders of Lebanon™.

Since the beginning of the invasion of June 1982, "Israel” used to
set out on a wide range campaign of arrests against the Lebanese
people. On the 17th of June 1982 “Israel" admitted arresting 1,000
Lebanese and 5,000 Palestinian civilians, the overall number increased
to 9,064 detainees at the end of the fighting.

“Istael” did not acknowledge the right of benefiting from the laws
of Prisoners of War to the detainees of Al-Khiyam prison. It also
refused to consider them included under article 80 of the 4th Geneva
Convention, so that they may not benefit from the rights of family
visiting and appointing attorneys to represent them. The officials of
The International Center for the Inquiry into Prisoners, Exiled and
Missing Lebanese and Palestinians announced in Paris on the 24th of
January 1983 that "Israel” detains not less than 10,000 individuals,
who were detained in Lebanon since the beginning of the occupation.
Mr. La Bradil a French judge who is a member in the Center,
confirmed that the detainees of Al-Ansar detention camp have
doubled, adding that there exists a number of detainees in military
prisons (for women) and in Shamoeel Harouf Hospital in Bir Yakoub
"Israel”. And on the 3rd of April 1983, the International Red Cross in
Geneva described the transportation of 1,167 detainees from Al-Ansar
detention camp, into Atleet prison as a violation of the 4th Geneva
Convention that was held in 1949. "Israel” signed on the Convention,
which includes articles 49 and 76. It is well known, that article 49 of
the agreement, stipulates that the transportation of groups or
individuals, outside the occupied territory, is totally forbidden
whatever the motives are.

In 1984 "Israeli" planes attacked the city of Baalbak killing 100
martyrs and wounding 300. Among the wounded 150 were children
and ten among the police forces.

On the 17th of February 1984 Sheikh Ragheb Harb was
assassinated by the "Israeli" forces, who also destroyed the mosque in
the village of Maarakah which resulted in the death of 15 while
wounding 45.

On the 16th of February 1992 "Israeli" helicopters assassinated the
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d) Converting the four main cities of the south, Tyre, Nabatiya,
Bint-Jbiel and Al-Khiyam into ghost cities surrounded with
destruction*”.

As a result of the March 1978 aggression, the Security Council
issued on the 20th of March the famous 425 resolution. In it, "Israel”
was condemned for its aggression on Lebanon, while demanding it to
immediately cease its military actions and to withdraw without delay
from the entire Lebanese territory.

On the 6th of June 1982 "Israel" invaded Lebanon, its goal was
clear, to keep the inhabitants of Al-Jalil away from the range of the
rockets, the limit of the operation was specified at 40km towards the
North. But the "Israeli" operation was premeditated, it the reached the
capital Beirut which was occupied. A11 that led to the heroic national
resistance which forced the withdrawal of the "Israeli" forces from the
capital after pillaging desecrating it with their murderous malicious
hatred.

The Lebanese International Red Cross evaluated the number of
dead and wounded people during the "Israeli" aggression on Lebanon
between the months of June 1982 and November 1982 at 19,085 dead
and 31,915 wounded.

And according to the estimates of The Development and

Construction Council of December 1952, the damages resulting from
the invasion exceeded $2bn, all that from direct damages only, not
including losses resulting from pillaging, compensation to families of
the martyrs and the wounded and the owners of farms etc.
- During the period between the 4th of June 1982 and the 19th of
September 1982 the day of the discovery of the Sabra and Shatila
Massacres, the Security Council adopted 10 resolutions relating to the
"Isracli” aggressions on Lebanon. The United States opposed by
practicing its right to veto, three of the resolutions that condemned
"Israel” and demanded it to withdraw without any conditions to the
internationally recognized borders of Lebanon. These resolutions were
put forward on the 9th and 25th of June and the 6th of August, the
United States abstained from voting two times on the resolutions that
were passed on the 29th of July and the 24th of August.

As for the most significant resolutions that were passed during that
period, we have resolution 509 which was passed on the 6th of June
1982, through which The Council maintained that it would be
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Lebanon did not escape the aftermath of the October War of 1973,
here again "Israel” violated all international conventions and the
sovereignty of Lebanon by attacking Syrian targets through Lebanese
territory. And the “Israeli" Phantom plane that crashed in Lebanon
landed on a house in Al-Khiyam killing all the members of the family
totaling eleven. On land "Israeli” tanks went through the Lebanese
village of Al-Mariya on the front of Rashaya Al-Fukhar.

In March 1978 "Israel" pushed into Lebanon more than 30,000
heavily equipped soldiers with the latest in mass destruction
weaponry. This aggression was considered the 5th war on the Arabs.
The International Red Cross regarding the "Israeli" invasion of 1978
issued the following statistics:

The number of villages that were affected by the "Isracli" invasion
reached 150, out of which 82 were seriously damaged with 6
completely destroyed one of which being Al-Khiyam;

More than 1,000 dead. The depth of the invasion reached between 3
to 17km. Between the hills of Kfar Shuba and Shibaa in the Northeast
and Al-Nakoura in the Southwest.

As for the massacres that were committed by "Israeli" forces in
Lebanon during the month of March 1978 are as follows:

81 Lebanese victims in the massacre of Al-Abasiya.

31 Lebanese victims in the massacre of Al- Khiyam

29 Lebanese wvictims mostly children in the massacre of
Kouneen.

As for the wounded and the disabled during the invasion of March
1978 the number reached 3,000,

The displaced during the invasion of March 1978 reached two
hundred and sixty thousand from 150 cities and villages.

On the 4th of September 1979 the governor of the South Halim
Fayad, issued a statement in front of the foreign ambassadors that were
visiting him in his office in Saida. In his statement he pointed out the
results of the "Israeli” aggression by saying: "the intense violence of
the repeated "Israeli” aggressions since March 1978 have led to the
following tragic results:

a) The complete destruction of more than 7,000 houses;
.b) More than 15,000 seriously damaged houses;

c¢) Depriving tens of thousands of Lebanese families of their

sources of sustenance, especially farming;
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principles of international law and the conventlons of the United
Nations.

The price that Lebanon paid as a result of the "Israeli" aggressmn of

1967 was exorbitant, such as the following:
a) tens killed and hundreds wounded;
'b) displacement of tens of thousands of Lebanese from the front
villages, especially from the village of Shibaa;
c) Seizure of eleven farms on the outskirts of Shibaa;
d) Seizure of vast areas of Jabal Al-Sheikh, especially its west
highlands Al-Nikar, Al-Shuhel, Jourat Al-Oliek and Al-Sawaki
e) Changing the demarcations of the borders between Lebanon
and "Israel" by pushing the barbed wires into the depth of
- Lebanese territory.
f) In 31-12-1968 "Israel" raided Beirut International Airport
which resulted in the destruction of its facilities and a large
number of its civilian airplanes. The UN Security Council in its
resolution number 262 condemned this aggression, describing it
as a premeditated act to be considered as a clear breach of
Msrael's” commitments in accordance with the conventions. The
Council also considered these "lsraeli" acts as threatening to
international peace and security, adding that Lebanon has the
right to receive compensation as a result of the damages that
"[srael" admitted responsibility for.

1970 was not better than the previous years concerning "Israeli”
aggressions on the south of Lebanon. Nevertheless, the peak of the
aggression was crowned in May 1970 when "Israel” waged a massive
air and Jand assault, which resulted in the penetration of "Israeli"
troops inside Lebanese territory. This led the UN Security Council to
convene on the 12th of May 197(} passing resolution number 279
demanding an immediate "Israeh” withdrawal of its military troops
from Lebanese territory.

And in 1972 "Israel" penetrated Lebanese territory kidnapping a
number of Lebanese military personnel. On The 26th of June 1972 the
UN Security Council passed resolution 316 demanding "Israel” to
cease all its military activities on the security and sovercignty of
Lebanon, the Council also condemned the repeated "Israeli" attacks on
Lebanon while demanding the release of all the hostages without
delay.
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through dangerous violations towards the civilian residents and the
situation of matters in the occupied Lebanese territory. All that
represent, without the least of doubt a clear and direct violation of the
provisions of the Public International Law, in connection with the
usage of armed force in international relations and the respect of
international human rights, specially human rights on the occupied
Lebanese territory. This entails on "Israel" the international
responsibility regarding all losses and damages tesulting from that
violation®, not forgetting other responsibilities that the International
Law stipulates against all countries that violate its provisions.

Stages of the "Israeli" agression

1948 was not just a new date affecting the Palestinian issue, it also
formed the beginning of a new struggle with respect to Lebanon. For
in that year many cities were destroyed, and the Zionist gangs
annihilated and evicted hundreds and thousands of Palestinian
civilians outside the borders, all that in order to establish the state of
'Israel”. In that year those gangs also occupied a part of south
Lebanon that reached the Litani River after committing massacres
against the Lebanese villagers of Hula, with deaths excceding 70 And
since 1948 the "Israeli" aggressions on Lebanon commenced and are
still rising and continuing until this present day.

Based on the truce agreement of 1948* between Lebanon and
"Isracl", a new demarcation of the borders franspired, in accordance
with it "[srael” retained vast areas of Lebanese soil in villages like;
Yaroun, Rmeish, Aitaroun, Bleeda, Mais AlJabal, Houla, Edieseh,
Kfarkila and many others. As a result of this new planning "Israel's"
borders advanced towards the Litani waterway, as a result distances do
not exceed two kilometers at the nearest points. "Israel” also controlled
most of the heights that overlook the depth of the South and dominated
with the same effect the road between Marjayoun and Bint Jbeil.
Before the Israeli aggression of 1967 the south of Lebanon suffered
the largest share from the series of the "[sraeli" aggressions. _

Lebanon did not escape the destructive aftermath of the Six-Day
War of 1967, even when it did not interfere or participate in it. Instead,
Israel made it the main center of its air assaults on Syria, by violating
the sanctity and sovereignty of its land, and subsequently the
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:, The progression of Public International Law, through its various
: ‘idevelopment stages led to an array of international legal
it commitments that made it incumbent upon the personnel of
Public International Law specially nations- to abide by its rulings in
pursuance of the progress of good relations amongst each other, and to
achieve the mutual common interest on the basises of peace, security
- and respect.

In the reality of the International scene, we witness from time to
time, the boldness of some nations regardless of their intentions in
doing so- in violating those commitments and disregarding its legal
requirements. It is however firmly established legally and doctrinally,
that whom so ever breaches the General International Law and its
commitments, is held Internationally responsible in restoring all losses
and damages resulting from that breach.

In this sense, the responsibitity has become an international one,
guaranteeing the rights of the personnel of General International Law.
in respect of the already established legal rights and by protecting
these rights in case any dispute may occur,

In this respect, we can say that the venturing of "Israel" on a
continuwous aggression on the state of Lebanon since 1948, with
Lebanon being an independent sovereign state enjoying membership
in a variety of International and regional organizations, and what has
resulted out of this aggression by way of occupying a vast area of
Lebanese soil, as well as what the "Israeli" authority has committed
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* A lecturer of Public International Law at the Lebanese University.
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pronfondément pieuse et sensible & Ia résolution du conflit
isralo-palestinien. 1’agitation de I’extréme-gauche turque, ou les
succes €lectoraux passés du parti du Refah, démontrent que cette
politique d’alliance avec Israél n’est pas acceptée par tous les pans de
la société turque. Le précédent de la chute du chah d’Iran reste dans
toutes les mémoires. En 1979, I’Europe occidentale a perdu un allié
précieux, qui avec ['avénement de I’lmam Khomeiny, ¢’est transformé
en un adversaire acharné de la mainmise américaine sar le
Moyen-Orient. Un tel renversement reste envisagable en Turquie, cela
explique peut Etre ’empressement des autorités d’ Ankara a intégrer les
structures curopéennes. Isra€l tient compte de ce retournement, qui
menace principalement cette alliance. Certains pays arabes espérent
toujours un tel dénouement qui provoquerait la fin de I’alliance
militaire Israélo-Turque.
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relative auto-sufflsance hydraulique), tous les pays de la région
connaissent des difficultés d’approvisionnement en eau.

Dans cette mesure on imagine la situation difficile des
gouvernements qui auraient recours i un approvisionnement en eau a
partir de la Turquie. Ils lieraient ainsi leur stabilité interne au bon
vouloir turc, a moins, bien siir, d’étre un pays allié 3 Ankara, comme
I"est I’Etat hébreu.

D’ailleurs on peut supposer que Tel-Aviv serait associé au maintien
de la sécurité d’un trongon du peace pipeline (s’il se réalisait). D un
point de vue géographique, le tracé des deux pipe-line s’inscrit dans
une zone ou les forces des états turc et israélien peuvent se projeter
plus ou moins facilement. Dans la mesure ol il existe déja des accords
d’entrainement militaire conjoint et une coopération «anti-terroristes,
il est plausible que les deux alliés assurent conjoitement la sécurité de
ce peace pipelines. Car si la construction de ce pipe-line se réalisait,
cet ouvrage deviendrait rapidement le symbole de la nouvelle
influence turque dans la région et donc constituerait par 12 méme une
cible de choix pour toute personne, organisation ou Ftat réfractaire a
une telle situation.

En outre I'ordre régional post 1991 est favorable an couple
israélo-turc. Ordre qui semble, d’ailleurs, s’établir d’une facon plus ou
moins définitive du fait qu’aucune force de la région ne peut
actuellement le remettre en cause.

Il nous semble que son alliance avec I’Etat hébreu pourrait
pennettre & lIa Turquie de retrouver, dans une autre mesure, le méme
type d’influence qu’a exercé I’Empire Ottoman sur la région durant
quatre siccles. Il est d’ailleurs fort probable qu’une telle perspective ait
nourri la volonté d’Ankara de faire perdurer son alliance avec
Tel-Aviv. '} _

Son alliance avec Ankara permet a I’Etat hébreu de briser cette
ceinture d’hostilité qui Pentoure depuis sa création. D’ailleurs la
tiédeur de ses relations avec des pays comme I’Egypte, la Jordanie, ou
certains Etats du Golfe a démontré les limites d’une normalisation
alors que le probleme palestinien tarde a étre résolu. On comprend
alors la volonté israélienne de se trouver des Etats-partenaires avec
lesquels il pourrait entretenir des relations diplomatique. La Turquie a
tous les attraits et la volonté d’avoir une telle politique. Toutefois
malgré son élite militaire européannisée, la sociéte turque reste
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accumuler Ie capital nécessaire est une tiche ardue.les officiels turcs
attendent la participation d’un certain nombre d’organisations
internationales et de banques d’investissement. Cependant, le principal
obstacle pour la réalisation d’un tel projet reste 1'insécurité régionale
ainsi que les tensions politiques persistantes entre les futurs
Etatsclients. : .

Le gouvemement turc espere convaincre certains pays de la région
que les avantages économiques du peace pipe-line supplanteront les
concessions politiques que suppose la mise en place d’un tel projet.

Or ces avantages économiques ne sont pas aussi évidents pour tous,
Ainsi pour un investissement de 24 milliards de dollars requis pour
Péxécution de ce projet, le ministre de I’Eau et de I’Electricité des
Emirats Arabes Unis a estimé que «le cofit de I’eau qui nous
parviendra atteindra 1.4 dollars par gallon alors que le prix du gallon
d’eau produit par nos stations de dessalement revient a 0,8 dollars»=",
Toutefois il ne faut pas oublier que les techniques de dessalement de
I'eau, en raison de leurs colits exorbitants, ne sont que peu usitées en
dehors des pays de 1a péninsule arabique.

En ce qui concerne maintenant la dimension politique d’un tel
projet le gouvernement turc estime que le «peace pipeline» pourrait
accroitre 1'interdépendance entre les pays de la région. Ce qui
éventuellement réduirait les risques de conflits régionaux et
accentuerait la prospérnté du Moyen-Orient.

Coopération et prospérité régionale qui restent toutefois a mesurer a
I’aune turque. Ankara promu ‘pourvoyeur d’eau’ détiendrait des lors
des moyens de pression directe sur I'ensemble de ses pays clients.
C’est cet état de dépendance face a la Turquie qui explique le mieux
les nombreuses réticences que souléve ce «peace pipe-lines.

Toutefois il ne faut pas oublier que la réalisation d’un projet d’une
telle envergure reste subordonnée a la résorbtion de 1'insécurité de la
région qui perdure depuis une cinquantaine d’années. Or si une
certaine architecture sécuritaire se pérennisait, et que la poussée
demographique restait aussi soutenue, plusieurs gouvernements arabes
pourraient étre poussés a accepter un tel état de fait pour répondre aux
besoins en eau de leurs population. Les pressions de la rue arabe
pourrait ainsi s’avérer étre le meilleur agent de promotion de ce «peace
pipe-line». 11 faut bien &tre conscient du manque d’alternative qui
existe puisque, exception faite du Liban (qui bénéficie encore d’une
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maintenir comme par le passé les mémes production agricoles, d’ou e
besoin d’importer.

Or le projet du GAP constitue en fait la base d’um autre projet
beaucoup plus ambitieux. Il s’agit du projet turc de «peace pipe-lines.
Selon le gouvernement d’Ankara, ceite entreprise a pour finalité de
tenter de prévenir les futurs conflits liés au partage des ressources
hydrauliques dans la région .

Si 'on considere le fait que quand la Turquie et la Syrie auroat
préieve I'une et I'autre dans 1’Euphrate la quantité d’eau nécessaire a
leurs besoins, le débit serait réduit pour I’lIraq a un mince filet d’eau
tout juste suffisant pour mouiller le lit du fleuve, ¢’est & dire un
huitieme a un quart de ce qu'il regoit actuellement. Dés lors,par
réaction en chaineles risques de conflit entre la Syrie et 1’Iraq
s’accroitraient de fagon significative ainsi que ceux entre Israél, la
Jordanie, et la Syrie, qui pour compenser ses déficiences devrait
augmenter ses prélevements dans le Yarmouk, I'un des principaux
affluents du Jourdan, et enfin entre 1’Iraq et I'lran pour le partage des
eaux du Chatt Ef Arab."

C’est pour prévenir de tels scénaris que le 15 juin 1985 durant la
Conférence sur la sécurité hydraulique et des technologies de I’eau, le
représentant turc a fait la premiére présentation publique du plan du
premier ministre turc Turgut Ozal, relatif au «peace pipe-lines.

Ce projet repose sur 'embranchement de deux pipe-lines, a partir
des rivieres Seyhan et Ceyhan,en vue de procurer de ’ean 2 un certain
nombre de pays de fa région.

Le Koweit, la cOte est de I’Arabie Saoudite, Bahrein, Qatar et les
Emirats Arabes Unis seraient desservis en eau a partir du pipeline de
I’est. : .

Le pipe-line de I"ouest approvisionnerait quant  lui certaines villes
de Turquie, Syrie, Jordanie, Cisjordanie, et la région ouest de |’ Arabie
Saoudite.

Or les deux pipe-lines ne procuront de I’eau que pour un usage
domestique, ce qui est censé contribuer a Ia sauvegarde des ressources
hydrauliques existantes™. C’est a dire, une livraison de six millions de
metres cube par jour serait techniquement réalisable selon la société
américaine Brown and Roots chargée par le gouvemement turc
d’étudier la faisabilité du projet.

Pour un projet estimé & ume vingtaine de milliards de dollars,
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un averur incertain pour tous les acteurs du Moyen-Orient qui ont pu
se sentir visés par ces accords militaires israélo-turcs de 1996.
Question d’autant plus hypothétique que I’avenir du Moyen-Orient
reste tributaire d’un contexte assez explosif. En effet la conjoncture
d’une croissance démographique qui ponctionne des resssources
hydrauliques déja insuffissantes est considérée comme la cause
majeure des conflits a venir.

Des lors la coopération israélo-turque ne pouvait pas ne pas
s’intérresser a ['enjeu stratégique que représente actuellement la
question de ’eau .

D- La question des ressources hydrauliques:

Une partie significative de ce probléme, qui intéresse certains
acteurs de la région, se focalise en fait dans le projet turc du GAP.

Lancé en 1984, ce projet estimé a 20 milliards de dollars (étalé sur
une trentaine d’années) prévoit la construction de quelques dizaines de
centrales €lectriques, de barrages, et de systemes d’irrigation, en vue
de bonifier un espace de 1.7 million d’hectares.

L objectif d’Ankara est double: d’une part faire décoller le
kurdistan turc (partie la plus instable politiquement et la plus
défavorisée de la Turquie, ou le revenu par téte d’habitant est inférieur
de moiti€ a celui du reste du pays), d’autre part doubler la production
agricole, ce qui ferait de la Turquie «le grenier & blé» du
Moyen-Orient vers I’horizon 2005. Or les ambitions agricoles turques
se feront aux dépens de deux de ses voisins arabes, I'Traq et 1a Syrie.

En effet les barrages prevus dans le projet du GAP, et qui doivent
transformer la Turquie en grenier a blé, supposent qu’une partie des
eaux du Tigre et de I’Euphrate seront désormais retenues en Turquie.
Ainsti, une fois le projet du GAP terming, le débit annuel de I’Euphrate
chutera d’environ 30 milliards a 16 milliards de métres cube par an en
Syrie et passera de 16 milliards a 5 milliards en Iraq. Le Tigre
connaitrait lui aussi une telle diminution de son débit.*

La situation risque de devenir des plus tendues puisque
I"accroissement du potentiel agricole turc mobilisera des ressources
autrefois ponctionnées par les agriculture syrienne et iraquienne. Par
ailleurs, la rétention des eaux par la Turquie constituera un moyen
efficace pour assurer un marché ol écouler sa nouvelle production
agricole dans des pays qui seront désormais dans I'impossibilité de
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des bases suspectées d’appartenir au Parti des Travailleurs Kurde, le
PKK." :

Concerant maintenant la coopération dans le domaine de la sécurité,
I’ Accord sur la lutte contre le terrorisme a été signé durant la visite du
ministre CILLER en novembre 1994. 1l serait relatif 4 la coopération
dans le domaine du renseignement et a la lutte contre les groupes
islamistes suspectés d’étre soutenus par I’Arabie Saoudite et I’Iran,'
entre autres.

Toutefois 1'une des cibles privilégiées de cette coopération
apparaitra lorsque le premier ministre B.Netanyahu dénoncera le PKK
en mai 1997 et soutiendra la Turquie dans son combat contre celui-ci,
alors qu’lsra€l s’était toujours tenu a I’écart du conflit kurdo-turc, du
fait que I’Etat hébreu ne voulait pas ajouter les kurdes sur la liste de
ses ennemis et du fait que les kurdes iraquiens auraient empéchér le
lynchage de 11 juifs en 1969, geste que n’avait pas oublié Israél
jusqu’ici . L’ancien premier ministre déclara aussi qu’il ne pourrait y
avoir de paix tant que Damas apporterait son soutien au PKK. Les jours
suivants, un porte parole du mouvement kurde annongait 2 Beyrouth
que désormais Israél constituait «une cible légitime», de I’action
kurde."”

Toutefois cette coopération sécuritaire aurait peut étre aussi fait
aboutir a la capture du leader kurde A.Ocalan. Les pressions
conjointes turco-israéliennes sur Damas auraient provoqué le départ du
chef du PKK de Syrie. Or A.Ocalan aurait été capturé & Nairobi, ville
considérée comme le centre régional des services de renseignement
américains pour I’Afrique de I'Ouest, ce qui laisse supposer que les
Etat-Unis aient soutenus leur alli¢ israélien dans une telle opération.
Les services de sécurité israéliens ont une longue expérience dans ce
domaine comme I’attestent les captures d’anciens criminels de guerre
nazis comme Adolf Eichman par exemple. Dés lors, A.Ocalan ne
pouvait quétre une cible légitime pour les services de sécurité
israéliens, désireux de rendre service au régime d’Ankara mis a mal
par le leader kurde depuis les années 70 .

L’on a pu se rendre compte que les liens qui unissent Israél et la
Turquie trouvent leurs origines dans un certain nombre d’intéréts
partagés, mais aussi surtout par une vision régionale commune. 11 est
fort probable que la collaboration sécuritaire entre ces deux pays serd
appelée & se développer dans un futur proche, ce qui laisse entrevoir
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de Securité), et surtout sa véritable indépandance financiére. Cette
indépendance repose d’une part sur le fait qu’en Turquie, c’est le chef
de I'état-major qui décide du budget annuel des forces armées et non
pas un autre pouvoir institué, et d’autre part sur les biens et avoirs que
possede I’armée, notamment dans I’industrie automobile, le tourisme,
le pétrole, les assurances, etc. Donc dans une certaine mesure, il est
possible que des intérets financiers particuliers puissent entrer en
considération dans I’orientation que prendrait cette collaboration
isra€lo-turque. D’ailleurs, a ce propos, si 1’on considére le moindre
accord de modernisation d’équipements miltaires, il faut étre conscient
qu’il s’agit en fait de contrats dont les montants sont équivalents a
plusieurs millions de dollars chacun.

L’armée turque jouit d une place prépondérante au sein de la société
qui la prémunit de toute sorte de contréle extérieur et impartial. Sur la
base de ces éléments. il est peu probable que des phénoménes de
corruption - rencontrés méme dans des pays comme la France
(I’affaire des frégates vendues & Taiwan) - ne touchent pas les hautes
spheres militaires. Comme I’armée ne subit aucun contrdle du pouvoir
civil, ce fait entretient une «opacité» qui favorise les processus qui
menent a la corruption. Cest donc aussi une question d’intérét
perscanel et non plus exclusivement dordre stratégique et politique.
qui fait que les liens entre les deux capitales risquent de perdurer
encore longtemps. Ce qui explique aussi dans une certaine mesure la
variété de ces relations bilatérales. Des lors des rapports d’intelligence
entre les deux partenaires semblaient tout  fait appropriés.

C- La coopération dans le domaine de Ia sécurité:

Avant de s’intéresser a Paccord de novembre 1994 relatif a la
sécurité, 1l convient de rappeler deux exemples de coopération dans ce
domaine. Ainsi lors de 'invasion israélienne au Liban en 1982, les
forces de Tsahal ont procédé au démantélement de plusieurs bases
d’entrainement notamment celles de I’Armée Arménienne Secréte de
Libération (mouvement considéré par Ankara comme responsable de
la mort d’une dizaine de diplomates turcs durant les années 70) et
auraient fourni 2 la Turquie des renseignements sur ce groupe ainsi
que sur d’autres groupes subversif turcs. De plus, durant la campagne
ista¢lienne d’avril 1996 contre les bases supposées du Hezbollah dans
la vallée de ]la Bekaa, ’aviation de I’Etat hébreu aurait aussi mis a mal
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régionales. Ce qui ne manquera pas de changer les équilibres militaires
entre la Turquie et ses voisins arabes et perses. Ainsi la Syrie serait
dotée de missiles balistiques M9 et de Skud C (d’une portée de 600
km) I’'Iraq de Skud B (d’une porté de 300 km) et ’Iran de Tondar 68
(d’une porté de 1000 km)®. Or ce renforcement s’effectuera au prix
d’une interdépendance accrue entre les deux partenaires. Car en
procédant a la modernisation de la chasse turque,Tel-Aviv s’établi en
tant que fournisseur attitré d’Ankara. Ce qui place Israél dans une
position enviable: d'une part elle maintient la supériorité de son
industrie militaire dans la région, d’autre part elle renforce son role de
source d’approvisionnement en matériel militaire notamment avec la
Turquie. Fournisseur d’armes idéal, [sraél, contrairement a plusieurs
pays occidentaux, n’a jamais fait dépendre les ventes d’armes d’une
quelconque question politique notamment des droits de ’homme,
theme sensible en Turquie. Tel-Aviv permet donc un acces a un large
éventail de la technologie militaire américaine (sans compter le
savoir-faire israélien) sans les aléas que peuvent poser le Congress ou
tout autre groupe de pression. Il ne faut pas oublier a cet égard le
conirdl que maintiennent les groupes de pression grecs et arméniens
sur tout transfert d’armement américain vers la Turquie. Ainsi Ia
Grece, elle aussi membre de 1’Alliance Atlantique, a obtenu que toute
fourniture d’équipement militaire vers la Gréce et la Turquie
s’etablisse sur un ratio de 7 pour 10. Ce qui maintient un certain
équilibre des forces autour de la mer Egée plutét favorable & Athénes.
C’est justement ce type de probléme qu'un pays comme Israél ne
connait pas. Quoi de plus approprié pour un régime qui a longtemps
connu des difficultés avec les mouvements séparatistes kurdes?
Transfert d’armement aisé pour I’Etat hébreu puisque non soumis aux
pressions de son opinion publique, ces ventes d’armes deviendront
méme un mode de relation bilatérale a part entiere”. Cette politique
s’illustrera par Je soutien israclien apporté a certains régimes comme le
Nicaragua durant la guerre civile sandiniste ou I’Afrique du Sud
durant le régime de apartheid. L'Etat hébreu ira méme jusqu’a
procéder a des transferts d’armes vers I’Iran en contre-partie de la
libération de juifs iraniens durant les années 80.

De plus, il ne faut pas oublier le statut particulier dont jouissent les
forces armées en Turquie au niveau de 'influence qu’elles gardent sur
le pouvoir politique (particulierement par le biais du Conseil National
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transferts s’expliquent certes par des considérations politiques lices au
conflit lui méme. Mais le volume de matériel dont il est question ici
permettent quand méme de mettre en doute les capacités offensives
des armées turques. Une des réponses apportées A ce probléme précis a
€té la signature de deux projets le 5 mai 1997,1e premier relatif a la
modernisation, par Israél, des chars turcs AMG60, et le second a la
fabrication de 800 chars Mirkava en Turquie. De méme un autre traité
relatif 4 la construction de chars 2000 aurait été signé le 14 octobre
1997.

En ce.qui concerne le potentiel des forces aériennes turques, celui-ci
reste lui aussi précaire. La chasse turque qui dispose d’environ 450
appareils (dont 150 F4s et F5s, 120 FIOOs plus environ 160 Fl6s
fournis par les Etats-Unis au début des années 90). ne pourrait aligner

au combat que la moitié de ces appareils. Cet état de fait explique
 qu'Ankara et TelAviv aient signé, le 9 décembre 1996, un projet de
modernisation de 54 F4s (projet d’une durée de cing années, estimé 2
600 millions de dollars, financé par le gouvernement israélien et par
des banques privées)" ainsi qu'un autre accord concernant - la
modernisation des appareils turcs de type F5s, le 14 octobre 1997. De
plus, un projet d’un montant de 500 millions de dollars aurait été signé
pour la fabrication de missiles BOBA2, d’une porté de 500 km, dont la
livraison était prévue pour le début de I’an 2000,

En outre devant les défauts de son systeme de protection
anti-aérienne, la Turquie, pour faire face aux fusées balistique
Iraquiennes, aurait demandé le 5 mai 1997 i Israél un nombre de
fusées ARROW. Dernier fruit de la coopération américano-israélienne
dans le domaine balistique,les missiles ARROW surclasseraient en
termes de performances technologiques tous les vecteurs que comptent
les arsenaux arabes”.

Méme cas de figure lorsqu’Ankara avait voulu acquérir, pour un
montant de 50 millions de dollars, des missiles de type Popeye.
Washington s’étant toujours montré réticent a de tels transferts de
technologie, la Turquie aurait ainsi demandé 2 son partenaire israélien
d’user de son influence aupres des Etats-Unis, afin d’accélerer la
conclusion de I’accord d’achat .

Par ailleurs, en procédant i un tel renforcement de ses équipement
acriens (tant au niveau des appareils de chasse que des sysiemes de
missile sol-air), la Turquie se donne les moyens de ses ambitions
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collaboration assez développé. 11 ne s’agit pas simplement d’une
simple alliance visant un groupe de pays déterminés, mais bien aussi
de la convergence d’intérets d’ordres strateglque politique mais aussi
économique et financier.

B- La collaboration dans le domaine de DPindustrie des
armements:

Cette coopération répond d’une part aux lacunes du potantlel
militaire turc tout en maintenant d’autre part un certain niveau
d’activité dans ’industrie de défense israéliennc.

Il faut bien étre conscient d’un fait: méme si la Turquie, qui
appartlent a I’Alliance Atlantique depuis 1952, se présente comme une
puissance régionale, ses capacités offenswes présentent de nombreuses
failles.

Ainsi, en 1983, le Pentagone avait estimé que pour ramener les
forces armées turques au niveau minimum du standard de I’Alliance
Atlantique il faudrait y consacrer 18 milliards de dollars sur une
période de trente années. DD’autre sources estiment pour leur part que
la modernisation des ces mémes forces armées nécessiterait 70
milliards de dollars sur une période de 15 ans’. De tels chiffres sont
certes difficile a établir toutefois ils indiquent I’envergure des
deficiences de P'arsenal turc.

Ainsi la grande majorité des 3500 blindés de I’armée turque est
déclassée.Ce sont principalement des M47 et des M48A1 qui ont déja
trente ans, presentent de graves lacunes au niveau de leur motricité
dont les canons de 90 mm les rendent inefficaces contre des tanks plus
modernes™

Sinon comment interpréter les livraisons d’armes américanogermaniques
a la Turquie durant le conflit du Golfe de 19917 A savoir: 600 tanks
M-60, 400 tanks Léopard, 700 transport de troupes blindés, 40 avions
de combat Phantom, plus un complément d hélicopteres de type Cobra
et de missiles sol-air Roland prélevés sar les stocks de I'US Army
stationnée en Allemagne Fédérale. I1 semblerait que les responsables
militaires américains aient jugé nécessaire un tel transfert, afin d’aider
I’armée turque a juguler la menace que représentaient les forces du
président iraquien a I’époque. Donc dans la perspective des
états-majors alliés, la défense de la frontiere iraquo-turque, longue
d’environ 200 kilométres, nécessitait plus ‘de 1000 blindés. Ces
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A-Les accords proprement militaires:

Le 18 septembre 1995 est signé a Tel-Aviv le « Memorendum sur
Paviation militaire et d’entrainement». Puis [’année suivante ce sont
les «Accords de coopération et d’entraimement» qui sont signés le 23
février 1996 par le directeur général du ministere israélien des Affaires
¢trangeres le général DAVID et par le premier secrétaire de la
représentation turque Cevik BIR®.

Cet accord, dont le contenu n’a pas été divulgé, porterait sur les
points suivants: '

- entrainements conjoints entre les forces aériennes et maritimes des

deux pays ‘

- échange de personnel militaire

- possibilité offerte aux deux parties d’utiliser leurs bases militaires

respectives '

Et enfin I'Etat hébreu aurait la possibilité de mener des opérations
de surveillance électronique sur les frontieres de la Turquie avec
I'lran, I’lraq et la Syrie.” '

En affichant publiquement son alliance militaire avec Israél, la
Turquie a brisé un «tabou diplomatique» comparable a celui qu’avait
accompli le President Sadate en signant les accords de Camp David .

Or I"on sait déja que I"Egypte et le Royaume Hachémite procedent a
des entrainements conjoints avec les Etats Unis . Dés lors serait-il
impossible d’assister dans un futur proche a des manceuvres militaires
comprenant plusieurs forces armées d'Etats de la région du
Moyen-Orient ?

Ainsi, sous le patronnage américain, les forces armées égyptiennes
et jordaniennes pourraient &tre associés aux forces turques et
isracliennes au cours de tels exercices. Faut-il rappeler & cet effet
qu’un officier supérieur jordanien aurait déja assisté A des
entrainements conjoints israélo-turcs. Une telle perspective reste
envisageable compte tenu des rapports de force découlant du nouvel
ordre régional annoncé par le President Bush en 1991. Quelle
perspective reste-t-il au «Camp du refus », surtout depuis la chute de
I'URSS, s7il I'on considere les positions géographique d’Israél et de la
‘Turquie qui encadrent par le nord et par le sud la Syrie et Je Liban. Le
caractere offensif d’une telle alliance israélo-turque justifie les craintes
de certains acteurs de la région. D’autant plus qu’il s’avére que les
liens qui unissent Ankara et Tel-Aviv ont atteint un niveau de
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nouvelle provoqua de violentes réactions des Etats arabo-musulmans
qui demanderent, en vain, 4 la Turquie de renier ses engagements avec
’Etat hébreu. Les pressions arabes ne purent suffire a provoquer la
rupture des relations, veilles d’une quarantaine d’années, entre Ankara
et Tel-Aviv. Il faut rappeler que ces accords israélo-turcs de 1996
n’étaient pas les premiers du genre.

En effet, un traité militaire intitulé «Pacte périphérique» avait été
signé secrétement, lors d’une rencontre 3 Ankara, par le premier
ministre turc A. Menderes et son homologue D. Ben Gourion, les 29 et
30 Aofit 1958.

Ce pacte aurait instauré une coopération militaire entre les deux
pays, ainsi que des entrainements conjoints des forces armées. De
plus, il aurait aussi favorisé une liaison permanente entre les services
de securité turcs, israéliens et iraniens®.

L’on se rend compte dés lors que les protestations arabes ne
pouvaient avoir que peu d’impact sur la volonté turque de pousuivre sa
collaboration avec I’Etat hébreu. D’ailleurs le 18 avril 1996, le
Premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz, en recevant 3 Ankara, le ministre
iranien des Affaires étrangéres Ali Akbar Velayati, avait declaré: «Le
pacte militaire avec Israél ne regarde que nous»®. Cette fin de non
recevoir du responsable turc tranchait avec la détermination d’Yitzhak
Mordakhay, alors ministre israélien de [a défense, qui déclarait au
journal turc YENI YZYIL, le 26 avril 1997: «Il n’y a pas d’accords,
entre la Turquie et Israél, dans le but d’utiliser ou de défendre nos
térritoires en cas d’attaques. Cependant si des pays comme [’Iran,
I'lraq ou la Syrie voudraient user de la force contre la Turquie, ils
doivent savoir alors qu’ils feront face a une force unifiée»*. Les cibles
potentielles de ces accords militaires semblaient donc &tre bien
définies. D’ailleurs comme le déclarait Ouri Or, général de réserve et
ancien ministre adjoint de la défense dans le gouvernement de Shimon
Perez, «bien que la Turquie n’ait jamais participé a une guerre a nos
cotés, il est positif pour Israél que la Syrie ait un ennemi sur ses
frontieres» et il ajoute «la Syrie n’attaquera jamais la Turquie. mais on
ne peut exclure Pinverse. La Turquie a une longue expérience des
combats hors de ses frontieres, en particulier dans le nord de ’'Irag»’.

Rappelons enfin qu’a partir de 1994 ce seraient plus de quatorze
accords militaires qui aurajent été signés entre les deux parties.
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%ﬁ% Les relations bilatérales entre la Turquie et Israél sont
i difficiles a cerner car elles relevent de ce que I'on qualifie
. généralement de «diplomatie secréte». Cette clandestinité a été
rendue nécessaire par la tension régionale qui perdure depuis 1949. La
Turquie ne pouvait se permeitre d’afficher ouvertement ses relations
avec I'Etat hébreu au risque de s’attirer I’hostilité de tous les Etats
Arabes. Ainsi «Un diplomate turc a comparé les relations entre son
pays, Israél et le monde arabe a un ménage a trois. L’époux turc
éprouve une attirance certaine pour sa maitresse juive qui possede des
charmes cachés, mais en public, il est obligé de nier jusqu’a
I'existence de son amante»'. Cette prudence n’a pas empéché Ankara
d’établir des relations avec Tel-Aviv, deés le mois de mai 1949, Cette
reconnaissance turque, premiere d’un Etat musulman, ne pouvait
qu’étre benéfique au jeune Etat hébreu en manque de reconnaissance
régionale. Cependant ce caractere secret des relations israélo-turques
ne survivra pas a I'effondrement du bloc soviétique ni surtout, a la
seconde guerre du golf de 1990-1991. Pour mieux étudier les accords
militaires de 1996, nous nous intéresserons a cette question sous la
triple distinction: les accords militaires proprement .dits la coopération
au niveau des industries de defense, et enfin la collaboration dans les
domaines de la sécurité. Il sera possible d aborder la question de I"'eau
- enjeu crucial des relations au Moyen-Orient.

Le 5 avril 1996 la radio de I’armée israélienne annongait
publiquement la signature d’un accord militaire avec la Turquie. Cette
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L'occidentalisation des pays dit tiers-monde et ses effets sur les besoins

8- Simon KUZNETS, Economic Growth and Growth, London, 1955.

9- Jacques LOUP, Le Tiers-Monde peut-il survivre?, Ed. Economica, Paris, 1984,
p.162.

10- 1. K. GALBRAITH, Le nouvel Etat industriel: essai sur le systéme économique
américain, Gallimard, Paris, 1968, p.222.

11+ Mohamed DAHMANI, L'occidentalisation des pays du Tiers -Monde, mythes
el réalités, op. cit., p.139,

12- Ivan iLLICH, Une soci€té sans école, Ed. du Seuil, Paris, 1971, p.21.

13- gri-gri: un mot woelof qui vient de griot. CL. supra en note.

14- Léopold Sedar SENGHOR, Liberté I et 11, Nouvelles éditions Africaines.

15- FARRABI: (Abu Nasr Mohammad Ibn Tarkkan) dit en Europe ALFARABIUS,
philosophe et mystique arabo-islamique originaire du Turkestan occidental (Farab
872, Damas 950). Maitre d'Avicenne, grand commentateur d'Aristote, il tenta
d'accorder sa philosophie avec celle de Platon, il est I'auteur de traités de
philosophie politique (Livre du Gouvernement de la Cité, Commentaire sur les lois
de platon...).
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n'a jamais parlé de la responsabilité de 'Homme du Tiers-Monde.
"I'Homme existe, donc il est responsable", rejoignant ailleurs
l'expression du Maitre d'Avicenne 15 du 10e siécle: "I'homme n'est pas
aliéné, il a la raison, donc il a le choix, ainsi il doit choisir ..."
rationnellement et avec beaucoup de réalisme.
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partie de la recherche d'un "équilibre démographique"?
CONCLUSION

Nous avons abordé, dans cet article, d'abord, les sentiments de
révolte qui agissent dans le Tiers-Monde, ensuite nous avons parlé de
la pénétration "occidentaliste” dans les pays de la périphérie et enfin,
on a dégage les manifestations de l'aliénation des besoins dans certains
de ses aspects dans ces pays.

Une chose est certaine, constatons-la "l'occidentalisation de
Tiers-Monde, sous une forme ou sous une autre, est inévitable™.

Certes, le phénomene historique de "copiage", de rettrapage puis de
deépassement a toujours existé; les exemples de "métissage des
civilisations”, selon une expression de Senghor®, sont inépuisables,
c'est le cas notament des sociétés rivales de Bassin méditerranéen qui
se sont copiées les unes les autres jusqu'a la réalisation de leurs
formes finales. Dans cet exemple, la reproductio des modéles
antérieurs n'a pas été forcement un récopiage mécanique. L'imitation
des sociétés dominantes et avancées par les sociétés dominées a servi a
la conception d'un nouveau modele mais toujours a partir de I'état
initial des sociétés citées en premier lieu. Mais les sociétés ne se
reproduisaient ni de la méme facon ni dans le méme environnement
national et international; elles étaient toujours en pleine mutation
grace au développement du progres technique, économique, culturel, a
la croissance démographique, a la conquéte de nouveaux empires, a
l'utilisation industrielle des mati¢res premieres, des produits du sol et
du sous-sol. ,

Connaissant ces faits historiques, les élites nationales du
Tiers-Monde plus assimilées que leurs concitoyens, accablent tous les
maux de leurs pays occidentaux, c'est une "monnaie courante” pour la
campagne €lectorale, et un sujet de conversation pour "un romantisme
révolutionnaire de salon” et paradoxalement ces mémes élites, apres
chaque attribution de crédits par les organismes internationaux ou par
les pays occidentaux, au lieu que ces crédits contribuent a la formation
d'une nouvelle génération de capital, ces crédits servent a l'apparition
des nouvelles générations des voitures deluxes qui roulent dans les
rues des grandes villes du Tiers-Monde.

On a beaucoup parlé des causes du sous-développement, mais on




Yiyo L'occidentalisation des pays du tiers-monde et ses effets sur les besoins
Zakaria FAWAZ

elle ne différe pas de celle des pays européens ce qui suppose des
conditions de travail similaires. Ce probléeme se pose au niveau de
I'irresponsabilité et de la négligence du corps médical en général.

On enregistre souvent des cas de décés diis a la négligence des
infirmiers et a titre d'exemple: aucune analyse médicale dans les
laboratoires de I'Etat (publiques) est fiable, méme a [I'hopital
universitaire, raison pour laquelle les médecins n'accepteront que
l'analyse dans les laboratoires privés dont le colit est relativement
élevé: entre 12000 et 50000 francs cfa (le double du coiit en France).

Au niveau de l'infrastructure médicale, on a tendance i centraliser
les services médicaux, clest-a-dire qu'on a tendance a construire des
hopitaux dans la capitale au lieu de construire des dispensaires ruraux
pour assumer les besoins de santé élémentaire. En fin de compte on
dépense plus pour embellir des quartiers résidentiels que pour
aménager des "bidonvilles".

Au niveau de la législation médicale : le medecin est au-dessus de la
loi, il a un statut semi-public sinon public (le médecin s'offre une
certaine indépendance vis-a-vis de la loi).

5. Les besoins en armement dans le Tiers-monde: un phénomeéne
d'imitation "des grands" ou un besoins de tuer?

Actuellement, on peut remarquer un phénoméne inquiétant: celut de
cource a l'armement et ses stockages, ses flux vers les pays du
Tiers-Monde, a tel point qu'on affecte la grande partie du budget
national a l'achat d'armes les plus sophistiquées.

On se pose la question suivante: est-ce que cet armement est une
"préparation a la guerre pour avoir la paix?", suivant l'expression de
Tolstof, adage adapté par les grandes puissances d'autrefois? ou tout
simplement et froidement pour satisfaire un besoin d'imitation des
nations "puissantes”?

Mise a part la recherche du marché pour les armes, bien entendu (le
secteur d'armement n'a pas connu de grandes crises dans les pays du
Centre), une question que nous posons souvent: est-ce que toutes les
guerres et toutes les fabrications d'armes sous-entendent une théorie
rejoignant le raisonnement malthusien? car il y a un nombre élevé du
genre humain sur le globe terrestre pour des ressources de plus en plus
insufffisantes. Une question a se poser: est-ce que ce raisonnement fait
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d'assimilation; incontestablement c'est une science universelle, nous
pensons que la contestation de la médecine européenne ne doit pas étre
posée sous l'angle de sa fiabilité scientifique.

Ii s'avere que les médecines ftraditionnelles: grecque, arabe,
africaine bien qu'elles soient empirique . ont des fondements
scientifiques, meéme si elles sont parfois accompagnées par des
phénoménes méthaphysiques ou surnaturels comme la religion, la
sorcellerie ou le "gri-gri"",

Le probleme ne doit pas €tre posé au niveau du model occidental de
la médecine car il n'y a qu'une seule forme de médecine; or le
probleme doit étre posé sur la maniere dont cette médecine est
pratiquée dans le Tiers-Monde ou la contrainte du coiit se pose d'une
facon cruciale.

on peut aborder les besoins de santé dans le Tiers-Monde a quatre
niveaux :

1) La formation des médecins.

2) La formation du corps médical en général.

3) L'infra-structure médicale.

4) La législation médicale. 7 _

Si on prend l'exemple du Sénégal, 196200 km2, 6 a 7 millions
d'habitants, au niveau de la formation, 80% des étudiants en médecine
a 'Université de Dakar sont des étrangers; on limite le nombre des
futurs médecins sénégalais afin de monopiliser le métier pour certaine
minorité, en plus tous les specialistes sont concentrés a Dakar.
L'exercice du métier ne ditfere pas de la centralisation du pouvoir
administratif.

Le médecin est formé et éduqué pour &tre "supérieur" a ses
concitoyens: c'est le métier noble qui donne au jeune médecin un atout
pour participer aux activités politiques.

['assimilation culturelle & ce niveau est parfois blessante, les
médecins s'éloignent completement de leurs concitoyens, a titre
d'exemple ils ne parlent plus leurs langues nationales méme avec les
malades, ce qui pose un probléme ou qui fausse le diagnostic; parce
que les malades ne savent pas toujours s'exprimer correctement en
francais, "a la fois langue d'aliénation et langue de libération pour de
nombreux peuples", selon l'expression de l'ex-president sénégalais
Léopold Sédar Senghor.

En ce qui concerne la formation des infirmiers et les infirmieres,
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n'hésitent pas a porter des fourrures, pourtant dans ce pays on doit
profiter gratuitement de la chaleur ...

3. L'assimilation culturelle et les besoins dans le Tiers-Monde

L'imitation des besoins en biens de consommation ou ce que nous
avons appelé "l'assimilation de l'individu consommateur" n'est pas un
phénomene indépendant de l'assimilation culturelle, peu importe qui
influence qui, le culturel ou I'économique, en somme tout fait parti
d'un systeme d'assimilation complexe ot les modules d'interférence et
d'interactions se croisent pour former "un homo-economicus assimilé.

Cette assimilation, qui résulte de T'application des modéles culturels
européens: €coles, éducation, programmes, formation technique et
universitaire a créé des situations nouvelles qui ne correspondent
nullement aux conditions locales ni aux besoins réels du Tiers-Monde.
Une description d'Ivan Illich sur le cas de I'Amérique latine qu'on peut
la généraliser sur tous les pays du Tiers-Monde oit "leurs citoyens ont
appris a penser comme des riches, tandis qu'ils vivent comme des
pauvres"®,

Le phénomene d'assimilation culturel se manifeste dans la course du
‘rattrapage” des pays développés. Le Tiers-Monde introduit ce
quiilich appelle les faux progres, a savoir l'école obligatoire, la
scolarit¢ prolongée, la course aux diplomes. :

Les résultats et les conséquences de ce mimétisme culturel sont de
tout ordre: déracinement socio-culturel, élimination des langues
locales, coiits budgétaires élevés, stimulation 2 la consommation des
modeles des pays développés, fuite des cerveaux de la périphérie vers
le centre capitaliste.

En résume I'adoption des modeéles a abouti a trois conséquences qui
ont crée un déséquilibre social et économique:

1) L'exode rural.

2) Le gaspillage des ressources humaines et financiéres.

3) La rupture totale entre deux générations culturelles.

4. Les besoins de santé dans le Tiers-Monde: un exemple
d'assimilation culturelle

L'application de la médecine dans le Tiers-Monde est un exemple
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dans un premier temps, augmenter les inégalités”. Ce qui n'est pas du
tout la réalité¢ étant donné que dans les pays du Tiers-Monde, la
croissance ou l'industrialisation n'est pas accompgnée d'une €galité ou
d'une justice sociale et d'une stratégie des besoins essentiels qui donne
une une priorité a un accroissement de la capacité productrice des
pauvres dans le secteur rural’ ce qui aboutit & court et a long terme a
un accroissement des richesses des riches et a un apauvrissement de
plus en plus des pauvres.

Ce décallage socio-économique entre deux catégories sociales dans
les pays du tiers-Monde ou les richesses se montrent par snobisme
tandis que l'insatisfaction des besoins donne des sentiments de
frustrations chez les pauvres. Un phénomeéne qu'on constate dans les
pays du Tiers-monde ou "les besoins insatisfaits coexistent avec une
cerlaine opulence", selon une expressicn de Galbraith*.

2. Imitation des modeles de consommation occidentaux: "un
phénomene d'assimilation des besoins”

Ailleurs, Galbraith en partant de l'aliénation des besoins dans les
sociétés capitalistes, il cite "l'aliénation de l'individu consommateur”;
étant donné que le Tiers-Monde est une extension géographique et
sociale de la "société de consommation” par le fait de colonialisme, et.
é¢tant donné que ‘"chaque structure socio-économique, chaque
formation sociale et mode de production secréte des modeles de
consommation qui lui est propre""’, ce qui n'est pas le cas des pays du
Tiers-Monde. Ainsi cette analyse va a I'encontre de la réalité dans ces
pays.

Néanmoins, les groupe de professions libérales, les commercants.
les officiels du gouvernement, ou tout simplement les élites locales
fortement occidentalisées, ont élaboré des regles de vie inspirées de
'Occident, qui concernent l'acquisition de gadgets, I'habillement, le
style des maisons, et, a des degrés divers, les habitudes de language et
l'alimentation, d'ou dans le Tiers-Monde par analogie a I'expression de
Galbraith on peut parler de "l'assimilation de
l'individu-consommateur”.

Le témoignage ne manque pas dans les pays du Tiers-monde, un
phénomene d'imitation des besoins : quand il peut dans certains pays
tropicaux avec une température entre 25° et 35° parfois des femmes
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acquisition et l'adoption de modeles de production et de
consommation du systéme capitaliste tout en se réclamant de
I'idéologie marxiste et communiste.

Cette politique s'inscrit dans la stratégie "russe" qui consiste
(toujours) a développer par tous les moyens nécessaires les forces
productives en vue de rattraper ['Occident.

L'influence de ces deux sous-modéles marxistes sur les Etats du
Tiers-Monde n'est pas aussi grande que celle du modéle occidental.
L'austérité des sous-modeles chinois et I'échec du modele soviétique
rebutent toutes les classes dirigeantes des FEtats en voie de
développement, ne cherchant qu'a accéder a Topulence des pays
industrialisés ; mais ce qui est encore plus grave, clest que la course de
"rattrapage" et de "dépassement” est devenue sinon, la religion, du
moins l'idéologie dominante aussi bien du modéle occidental
capitaliste que des modeles socialistes.

I - LES EFFETS DE L'OCCIDENTALISATION
SUR LES BESOINS DANS LE TIERS-MONDE

L. Industrialisation et croissance et leurs effets sur les besoins dans
le Tiers-Monde

L'un des aspects d'imitation, des modéles occidentaux, soient
socialistes ou capitalistes, par les pays du Tiers-Monde est la politique
d'industrialisation optée volontairement par les responsables de la
politique économique de ces pays qui utilisent les mémes indicateurs
que les pays industrialisés. c'est ainsi que la croissance® est confondue
avec le développement” : la premiére est une grandeur d'accroissement
global, sinon industrielle. par contre la deuxieme est une grandeur
structurelle d'ou  I'industrialisation est devenue synonyme de
croissance.

Ce qui est le plus frappant dans les pays du Tiers-Monde, c'est qu'on
n‘adoptent pas seulement les modeles occidentaux mais on fait appel
aux théoriciens de l'occident pour se mettre a leur place sinon pour
travailler suivant leur suggestion. la liste 4 Etablir de ces spéecialistes
est inépuisables : Kuznets, Arthur Lewis. et bien d'autres ...

Selon Kuznets™: "dans les pays en voie de développement, les fruits
de la croissance toucheraient les plus pauvres. méme s'ils devaient,
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sociales de XXe siecle tous deux prétendent a une vocation
universelle. _ '

Ainsi, nous pouvons relever au moins deux modéles cohérents
d'organisation de la société. Le premier (historiquement et
économiquement) est le modele occidental qui puise ses racines en
Europe de I'Ouest. Ce modele est de type capitaliste, il est aussi le
premier systeme social planétaire; il conserve toute sa force ainsi que
sa prédominance sur le deuxiéme modele. Son attraction et ses effets
de démonstration fascinent les bourgeoisies du Tiers-Monde et les
Etats-nations en voie de développement d'une maniere générale. Mais
son application dans ses formes actuelles se trouve de plus en plus
critiquée, car ses méthodes d'exploitation irrationnelle des ressources
et des matiéres premiéres, ses tendances au gaspillage et son approche
de la réalité ne sont pas gé€néralisables a 'ensemble de la planete.

Avec les r1éserves des ressources naturelles connues, le
développement de la pollution, la dégradation de l'environnement
social, géographique, etc... le modéle occidental ne garantit pas sa
survie ainsi que celle de I'bumanité si celle-ci venait a adopter
systematiquement le modeéle capitaliste tel qu'il est, le niveau de
consommation des pays développés tant en produits alimentaires,
agro-alimentaires que matériels et qui ne peut étre généralisé aux six
milliards d'habitants qui peuplent aujourd’hui la terre et aux dix
milliards de demain. Les ressources de la planéte sont certainement
insuffisantes, suivant la conclusion qu'en tire le club de Rome.

Le second modele a prétention universelle est le modele socialiste
d'inspiration marxiste. Ce systéme trouve son essence "in concreto”
dans la révolution d'octobre 1917 puis s'étend avec la révolution
chinoise de 1949. Ce systéme social se veut anti-capitaliste : il rejette,
du moins théoriquement les modéeles de production, de consommation
et d'organisation sociale du monde occidental.

En réalité, le modele socialiste se divise en deux pricipaux
sous-modeles: I'ex-modéele chinoise:

» Le sous-modéle communiste chinois puise ses sources dans
les formes traditionnelles d'entr'aide dans ses coutumes
collectives ancestrales et dans bien d'autres facteurs
psychologiques, culturels, sociaux, géographigues, propres a la
société chinoise, a son empire et a sa démographie.

* L'ex-modele socialiste soviétique quant a lui, s'orientait vers
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¢conomique et social.

Quant au modernisme, c'est le second volet de l'idéologie
occidentalocentrique, produit de l'occidentalisation des structures
socio-économiques, le modernisme découle par conséquent d'un choix
politique.

Mais comment se manifeste le mimétisme dans tous ¢a?

En voulant se moderniser, le tiers-Monde imite le modéle occidental
de développement, souvent mal adapté a ses propres réalités.
Comment cette inadaptation se manifeste?

1) En négligeant de satisfaire les besoins les plus urgents des
populations: emplois, alimentation, culture, alphabétisation ...

2) En favorisant l'usage des technologies importées peu
demandeuses d'emplois.

3) En donnant la priorit¢é a l'industrialisation sur l'agriculture
c'est-a-dire qu'on ne donne pas la priorité au changement structurel.

4) En introduisant la mécanisation dans les secteurs économiques
dans un cadre en proie au chomage.

3) En se laissant tenter par "les effets de démonstration” en période
d'austérité, de pénurie si ce n'est de famine. -

L'urbanisation galopante, produit de la modernisation des structures
sociales, économiques et culturelles des milieux ruraux est percue
comme un étalon d'occidentalité.

Enfin, la modernité dans les pays en voie de développement est
synonyme d'européanité ou de nord-américanité. La photocopie des
modeles dominants crée autant, sinon plus, de douleur que si les Etats
du Tiers-Monde élaboraient eux-mémes leurs propres voies de
développement, car seul un vernissage d'"européanité” permet, dans
leur conception de I'évolution historique du monde, aux élites locales
de se distancer des populations oubliées de ceux-la mémes qui les
gouvernent.

5. Les modéles de production et de consommation euro-américains
et socialistes

Les modeles imités par les pays du Tiers-Monde sont, d'une part les
modeles de production et de consommation issus des transformations
économiques et socio-politiques des XVIIle et XIXe qu'a connu
I'Europe de I'Ouest et d'autre part, les modeles nés des révolutions
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débouchés pour leurs biens de consommation et d'équipement, c'est le
cas notamment des programmes scolaires et universitaires qui sont
copiés intégralement sur les programmes des ex-puissances
administratives.

Les résultats feront I'interprétation suivant les uns et les autres, il y
en a qui parle de rettrapage, d'autres parlent de sociétés entiérement
déracinées dont les systémes substitués arrachent l'individu, comme
les groupes sociaux traditionnels 4 leur milieu naturel. L'extension des
modeles occidentaux aux espaces du Tiers-monde vont faconner les
"voies" de développement de ses Ftats.

L'adoption de la civilisation industrielle comme modéle de
référence socio-éconormique, par les états du Tiers-Monde, va aboutir a
des conséquences qui touchent tous les domaines de la vie et des
besoins des peuples du Tiers-monde. Ces conséquences prennent la
forme de [lassimilation compléte ou le "mimétisme". Cette
assimilation répétons-le, touche tous les besoins des peuples du
Tiers-Monde:  besoins  culturels, de santé, d'armement, de
consomimation ... et méme des loisirs et des plaisirs. Cette assimilation
a débouché a l'adoption finale du modele de développement inspiré
des expériences des pays occidentaux.

4. L'adoption des modeles de développement occidentanx

Que signifie cette adoption?

Tout Etat en voie de développement qui veut réaliser son décollage
économique, c'est-a-dire son identification ou son assimilation au
Centre développé, adopte automatiquement et systématiquement le
modernisme et I'occidentalisme ce qui nous ameéne a définir ces deux
termes’™ '

L'occidentalisme n'est pas une théorie, c'est plutdét une option ou un
choix politique consistant & substituer a la société trditionnelle une
forme d'organisation ‘sociale régie par des lois empruntées a la
formation sociale des Efats développés du Centre industrialisé. Ces
lois peuvent étre de tout ordre: institutionnelles, économiques,
socio-culturelles, technologiques -.. _

Le processus d'industrialisation, par exemple, synonyme de
modernisation, de rupture avec I'archaique, est devenu de nos jours
une "loi” universelle en matiere de croissance et de développement
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civilisation dominante, si on prend les grandes civilisations: grecque,
perse, arabe, romaine, byzantine, européenne ...

Dans le cas des arabes, ils ne sont pas partis du néant dans leur
civilisation, ils ont profité de 1'apport des civilisations grecque, perse et
d'autres. L'slam était un coup de foudre pour I'avénement de la
civilisation arabe et clest a juste titre qu'on dit la civilisation
arabo-islamique...

Dans le cas de la civilisation occidentale, c'est juste aprés l'invasion
de 'Empire romain oriental (Byzance par les Ottomans en 1492), que
les savants et les intellectuels de cet Empire fuient Canstantinople vers
['Occident, ces intellectuels ont constitué une "matiére premiére"
importante pour la civilisation occidentale. Comme on a dit que I'islam
ctait un coup d'envoi pour I'avénement de la civilisation arabe, dans le
cas de I'Europe, cest la révolution industrielle qui était le coup pour
lavenement de la civilisation occidentale, on constate que dans le
passé il y a eu un flux des connaissances de tous les poles vers
I'Europe, actuellement le schéma est inverse il y a reflux des
connaissances du centre vers les autres poles.

Si on connait I'histoire ainsi, on trouve quil n'y a pas une
justification des sentiments de persécusion du Tiers-Monde ...

3. Les effets de I'europe anisation des pays du Tiers-Monde

Néanmoins, les invasions qui ont jalonné les derniers siécles ont
déclenché un processus de déracinement presque systématique des
civilisations non-occidentales. L'expansion des cultures
ouest-européennes ont, sinon bouleversé, du moins bousculé toutes les
habitudes, les traditions, les coutumes, les codes sociaux et juridiques,
les religions et croyances des peuples soumis aux systémes coloniaux.

L'Europe occidentale justifiait son expansion par le caractére
"sacr€" de sa "mission": évangiliser et civiliser les peuples primitifs,
c'est-a-dire non encore occidentalisés. I'action coloniale se trouvait
ainsi justifiée par une idée morale fort répandue a I'époque. On voulait
"libérer" les primitifs de leurs religions, des fléaux qui les frappaient et
ameliorer leurs conditions de vie ; ainsi les Métropoles ont imposé leur
idéologie, leurs lois politico-juridiques, leurs conceptions de I'Etat, de
administration, et de I'économie... elles leur ont également inculqué
des habitudes et des comportements nouveaux afin d'élargir leurs
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servirent, entre autres choses, a l'application du systéme fiscal, 2
I'impdt foncier, a la réduction des terres de parcours, a I'élevage
extensif traditionnel des nomades, a I'expropriation ou a la limitation
de terres tribales et puis ]a mise en valeur des ressources naturelles.

Le premier traité international de partage du monde est signé en
1494, c'est-a-dire deux années apres la découverte de I'Amérique par
Christophe Colomb. Clest a4 Tordesillas, en Espagne, que les rois
catholiquesiet Jean II du Portugal signent le traité qui scindait en deux
la planete suivant une ligne verticale Nord/Sud passant a 370 lieues &
I'Ouest des Iles du Cap-Vert que les explorateurs des souverains
seraient amenés a découvrir.

Les découvertes situées a 1'Ouest de cette "frontiere politique”
reviendraient aux espagnols et celles situées a 1'Est, aux portugais. En
1713 a Utrecht, en Hollande, les grandes puissances de l'époque
reconnaissent la souveraineté de chacune d'elles sur leurs colonies.

Au Congres de Berlin, en 1885, le partage de 'Afrique fut décidé
entre les principales puissances: |'Allemagne, la France, la
Grande-Bretagne, I'Espagne, Portugal.

2. L'avénement de la civilisation européenne

Deux années avant le Congres de Berlin, en 1883, les européens
divisent le Globe terrestre en 24 fuseaux horaires, a partir du méridien
d'origine qui se trouve a Greenwich en Grande-Bretagne.

Ainsi, le Centre du monde n'est ni en Chine, ni en Méditerranée.
Avec la révolution industrielle, il s'est déplacé dans une région
développée et puissante de I'Europe de I'Ouest, en l'occurence,
I'Angleterre. : _

En annoncant l'avénement de la civilisation européenne, il ne fallait
pas l'accabler de tous les maux du Tiers-Monde. L'adoption de
modeles d'autres civilisations n'est pas un phénoméne récent dans
I'histoire de I'humanité, puisqu'il y a un processus d'évolution du
monde; a travers ce processus il y a eu plusieurs civilisations et, a
chaque époque correspond une civilisation dominante qui a pu
cumuler ou hériter, I'ensemble de l'apport des autres civilisations les
plus anciennes, et celles-ci n'ont pas disparu mais elles ont intégré la
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avec les nouveaux "crazy-horses" et le monde indien d'Asie avec leur
bombe atomique et l'aile droite d'Arabie avec leurs" awaks "ainsi I'aile
gauche avec leur centrale nucléaire et leurs armes chimiques, et
ensuite le monde noir avec la négritude de Senghor et d'Aimé Césaire
et enfin le monde jaune avec leur interminable guerre - des vérités
profondes - que le développement occidental a égarées en cours de
route. Réussiront-ils a sauver et a fajre vivre dans leur développement
méme, le pacifisme des indiens d'Amérique, et la non violence de
Ghandi, la miséricorde de I'lslam et la sagesse des Griots' et de
Boudha? ' '

Ces vertus dont I'humanité a besoin et que I'occident n'a pu dégager
~ que dans lidéologie, sans avoir jamais pu réussir a les incarner?
Questions fondamentales que posent les intellectuels romantiques et
nostalgiques du Tiers-Monde.

Il - OCCIDENTALISATION DES PAYS DU TIERS-MONDE
1. La division du Monde en zone géonomigues

L'onigine de la puissance militaire et économique des pays
developpds, est la révolution industielle qui a abouti a l'expansion de
I'Europe sur le reste des espaces géonomiques du glope. Cette phase
décisife de I'histoire européenne déséquilibrera les rapports de force
entre ce qui allait devenir d'un coté les pays développés et d'un autre,
les pays sous-développés.

L'expansion géopolitique européenne s'est accentuée entre 1800 et
1914. Selon David K. Fieldhouse®, "en 1800, I'Europe et ses colonies
couvraient a peu pres 55% de la surface des terres émergées du globe,
en 1878 pres de 67% et enfin en 1914, pres de 85%". D'aprés ce méme
auteur, le Royaume-Uni possédait 31,6 millions de km2 (soit 23,85%
de la surface du globe) habités par 502 millions d’habitants. La France,
la méme année, comptait respectivement 11,75 millions de km et 108
millions d’habitants.

Le partage des continents et des colonies s'est fait par un simple
"exercice de cartographie effectué par les chancelleries européennes”.
En effet, partout des cadastres furent introduits et imposés, ils
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sociétés consommatrices, la diffusion et 'implantation des idéologies
révolutionnaires docc1dent tout cela stimule le mouvement, nourrit
les grandes idées-force de justice et d'égalité et fait lever la révolte,
I'espoir et le mythe.

Les révolutions de développement qui s'opérent ou vont s'opérer
sont post bourgeoises, bien qu'elles héritent de traits qui furent propres
aux "révolutions bourgeoises” - nationalités et sociales - du XIX
siecle; elles sont post-bolchéviques, bien qu'elles s'inspirent plus ou
moins du systeme d'appareil qui s'est constitué dans l'ex-Union
soviétique. En fait, dans ces révolutions, apparaissent de muitiples
syucrétismes ou plutét un modele syncrétique de développement, aux
multiples variantes.

Alors qu'en Europe ce fut la monarchie, puis 1'Etat républicain
centralisé, qui forgerent I'unité nationale. Dans le Tiers-Monde, c'est
souvent, le parti politique qui fonde la nation, qui forge I'Etat, qui est
moteur du développement, et qui peut étre dominant ou unique ; il
peut etendre ses attributs de fagon totalitaire sur tous les aspects de la
vie ou au contraire se restreindre aux tiches d'administration ou de
gouvernement ; il peut €tre l'artisan du développement économique
nationalisé, ou bien au contraire concéder aux entreprises privées le
champ ¢conomique. Quels que soient la diversité ou 'antagonisme des
formules mises en oeuvres, il y a un modele, un archétype national
-socialiste  de développement- sans que ce terme appelle
nécessairement les délires que la formule, née dans le chaos d'occident
(nazisme, sta!ml@me) y souleva,

Une politique 2 moyen terme ne saurait mettre en question Ja base
technique ni la structure nationale du développement. Le probléeme i
moyenne période est d'interroger la formule : pouvoir/structures
socio-€conomiques, de l'analyser, d'en voir les fonctions et les
disfonctions. Le probleme du développement se pose sous les
instances de l'urgence: urgence du probieme de la famille, accrit par
accroissement démographique; urgence du probleme des besoins qui
se levent et jaillissent, avec la découverte de la civilisation du bien-étre
et de lindividualisme ainsi que l'urgence de [I'émancipation
¢conomique et politique ressentie par les nouvelles nationalistés.

Y-a-t-il partout la méme urgence?

Le développement du Tiers-Monde débouchera-t-il sur les voies
connues de la civilisation occidentale? le monde indien d'Amérique
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développement, le probleme de I'occidentalisation des pays du
tiers-Monde et ses conséquences sur les besoins. Pourquoi aborder le
probleme sous l'angle des besoins? En effet les besoins dans les pays
du Tiers-Monde sont vus ou doivent étre vus sous 'angle de I'urgence,
et non sous I'angle de la consommation .

En réalit€, aujourd’hui plus que jamais, les problemes des pays du
Tiers-Monde  doivent  &tre  analysés  dans  un optique
socio-anthropologique d'abord, et économique ensuite, en d'autres
termes, c'est le rdle du socio-anthropologue de poser les problémes des
pays du Tiers-Monde et c'est a I'économiste de proposer des solutions.

Ainsi notre article comprend trois themes principaux :

- Tout dabord nous posons la problématique générale du
Tiers-Monde, '

- ensuite, nous abordons ce qu'on appelle "I'occidentalisation des
pays du Tiers-monde",

- et enfin, nous étudions les conséquences de cette occidentalisation
afin de dégager "le phénoméne d'imitation des besoins” dans les pays
du Tiers-Monde. '

I - LA PROBLEMATIQUE DU TIERS-MONDE

Le mouvement irrésistible qui pousse en avant le tiers-Monde c'est
le mouvement de prise de possession de la technique, d'enirée dans la
civilisation technicienne’. Mais la possession de la technique entraine
en meme temps la crainte d'une dépossession d'identité (par
deésintégration des cultures traditionnelles, c'est-d-dire des structures de
la personnalité) et la volonté d'une conquéte ou reconquéte de la
personnalité ( sur le colonialisme ou/et I'hégémonie des grandes
puissances). Ce double mouvement converge dans la cristalisation des
nouvelles nations, qui fondent une identité, I'enracinent dans le passé
et la projettent dans le devenir.

L'Etat est le grand opérateur du développement vers la civilisation
technicienne dans le maintien (ou le réenracinement), de la culture
autochtone. La dynamique complexe technique-identité-nation-Efat est
a ce point bouleversante, elle fait surgir tant de besoins, elle se heurte a
des résistances si figées a l'intérieur et a l'extérieur, que ce sont de
veritables résolutions du développement qui s'opérent, la destruction
des anciennes sociétés, les images qu'offre la culture de masse des
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«s;\ Une littérature abondante dans toutes les langues parle du
‘ﬁ: g‘% sous-développement et du développement dans les pays du
<% Tiers-Monde ; bien que le sous-développement soit un champs
d'étude récent dans Ia pensée économique contemporaine, on a FeCensé
14000 cuvrages et articles aprés la Deuxieme Guerre mondiale traitant
des problemes du développement des pays du Tiers-Monde.

Des économistes éminents, des Prix nobels en sciences
économiqgues, des Professeurs, des Universités, des Colloques
internationnaux sous les auspices des différentes organisations
internationales ont consacré leurs premiéres préoccupations aux
probléemes du Tiers-Monde.

- Si on veut aller plus loin, sans détails, on peut dire sans exagération
que la plupart des réunions politiques des chefs d'etat du Tiers-Monde,
ainsi que les coups d'état qui ont amenés nombre d'entre eux au
pouvoir, prenaient des  devises comme  développement,
industrialisation, modernisation, rattrapage, révolution agraire,
révolution verte et révolution culturelle, et ... paradoxalement, ces
devises ctaient et sont toujours chez certains intellectuels du
Tiers-Monde, "monnaie courante” et sujet de polémique et de
démagogie ... et ces mémes devises suscntent la COHt&%tatIOH et
l'indignation chez d'autres intellectuels ..

L'objet de cet article est desqu1sser, sans aborder des théories de
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* Maitre de Conférences a I'Université Libanaise.
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