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The Army and the Country

The Army’s journey stretches in parallel with this country’s journey and both
concur day after day in history to the extent that none can be mentioned without the
other. The Lebanese soldier considers his country as his home and hometown and
thus his devotion increases, his attachment grows stronger and his readiness to serve
and give sacrifices intensifies. The reasons behind this feeling might be numerous.
Some say that periodic transfers and appointments that troops and units undergo
bolster the affiliation to this country. Others say that the patriotic doctrine used to
bring up the soldier must be transferred later to his comrades in arms who will be
holding the banner after him and to his civilian brethren thanks to the permanent
links between civilians and the troops who work as partners in defending the country
from one hand and raising its cultural banner on the other hand.

It is a double edge duty which the Army undertakes to preserve security and
civil peace joining forces with the Lebanese people in the process of guaranteeing
the permanent preparedness to confront dangers; a preparedness which requires
permanent updating, continuous development and limitless sacrifices.

The Army Command reassures all the sides in Lebanon and abroad that this
preparedness is available and it is boosted with awareness and vigilance as well as
the determination to challenge difficulties. It is evidently showcased through the high
level of competence that the Army has achieved in the efforts to confront terrorism and
its networks of sabotage without affecting the readiness to confront the Israeli enemy
and to thwart off its avidities and transgressions.

Reminding all the sides of the several incidents ravaging many countries in the
region while Lebanon has stayed secluded from these dangers emanates from the
fact that we are determined to guarantee our country’s security and stability based
on our previous experience, our strength and will as well as our belief in the eternal
message of Lebanon which demands a link to the formula of coexistence between the
Lebanese communities and to the presence of a strong State and potent institutions as
a guarantee to preserve the country’s unity, sovereignty and independence.

Brigadier General Ali Kanso
Director of the Directorate of Orientation
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* Researcher

Arab Stability and the Political
Psychology of Identity

Professor Michel Nehme *

N Introduction
IE\ In order to verity, classify and document the
diverse characteristics of individual and group
identity (physical, cultural, psychological, and
spiritual) evidenced by members of the human race,
one has to link the present with the care-for history.
The concept of identity at present more than ever
is increasingly one of crucial interest and concern
for scholars interested in political stability, change
and development. By way of making things simple,
the Oxford Universal Dictionary emphasizes
personality and individuality and stresses the
quality of inseparable association between the two
as a central element in the definition of identity.
However, to indulge in the utility of identity
for better understanding of politics, political
psychologists assert that identity, most often, is a
reaction to inner and outer-self forces and an array
of insecurities.



Aspects of identity are attended by social psychologists dealing
mostly with plural and conflicting societies').However; the overall
research on this subject did not highlight the linkage between
the psychosocial aspect of individual identity and that of political
affiliation. It is well known that the concept of political identity
is hard to define and difficult to assess and measure. It has been
claimed that this concept is as indispensable in political and social
analysis as it is in its enormity unclear. Despite its complexity
and relative ambiguity, the concept of political identity has a
significant explanatory value that could not be substituted in
the study of inter-group relations, social and political conflict,
stability, and predicament of political systems.

Abd Al-Hussayn Shaaban has published an article entitled
Competing identities and the Arab spring (translated by Sami-Joe
Abboud and published by Al-Monitor) in which he explains how
repression and authoritarianism helped nurture the divisions now
threatening the internal cohesion of numerous Arab states - not
to mention regional stability. A number of similar articles were
written to explicate this phenomenon with different perspectives.

One of the perspectives assert that the mood of concern and
frustration over the Arab Spring has resulted in an important
argument that it has already and may continue to damage
national identities (in Arab countries). The fact is that even
under authoritarian regimes, (these identities), were the basis
of national unity and one of the pillars of the state, despite the
existence of some difference between different segments of the
population. This has led to the rise of religious, ethnic, sectarian,
tribal and other identities. In other words: The on-going up-
rising and upheavals of 2011 have brought once-marginalized

1- Brown, “States of Injury”, Butler, “Gender Trouble. Bodies That Matter”, Calhoun, “Social Theory”,
Cooper, “Power in Struggle”, Dahl, “A Preface to Democratic Theory”, Danielson and Engle, “A
Reader in Law and Culture”



communities into conflict with the state and with one another in
countries across the Middle East.

The conservatives labeled as supporters of the former regimes,
frustrated by the rise of political Islam, may feel that national
identity has become purely Islamic and that it will result in a
state of fragmentation and disintegration. They take as evidence
the rise of the Islamic movements and the emergence of a tribal
system in Tunisia, a country with no recent precedent for such a
phenomenon. Add to this the exacerbation of the conflict between
Copts and Islamists in Egypt, and the worsening Southern
problem in Yemen, which has become more complicated in
recent years, as well as the pre-existing problem of the Houthis.
Alongside these are the deepening sectarian problems in Syria,
especiallybetween Sunnis and Alawites; but there are also attempts
to ignite the Christian-Islamic conflict and revive the sense of
nationalism among Syria’s Kurds, who are claiming political,
cultural and national rights as well as their rights to citizenship,
equality, non-discrimination and nationality. Moreover, clan,
tribal and territorial conflicts have escalated in Libya, Mauritania,
Jordan and other countries, while the Amazigh [Berber] problem
persists in both Morocco and Algeria, and sectarian tensions are
still being felt in both Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

Even if the existence of all these conflicts is strictly factual, it is
also true that they are the result of objective reasons which made
it inevitable that these problems would emerge at some point.
The fire was already kindled, as they say; for most of the Arab
regimes had deepened religious, sectarian, tribal, regional, ethnic
or other kinds of division in order to maintain their rule at any
price.

The emergence of such issues may be a natural consequence
of any process of change. In fact, the former Iraqi regime, which

7



ruled the country through violence, helped ignite the fire of
sectarianism, resulting in the displacement of hundreds of
thousandsoflIraqistolran,underthe pretextofIraniandependence.
Sectarian conflict in Iraq also resulted in the persecution of the
Kurds and the use of the most brutal methods against them -
including chemical weapons, which are internationally banned
- as occurred in Halabja and elsewhere. Add to this the so-called
Anfal operations, which killed tens of thousands of Kurds. As soon
as the USA occupation began, and especially under the Interim
Governing Council established by USA civil administrator in
Iraq Paul Bremer, sub-national identities began to emerge, in
place of the unified national Iraqi identity, which was the basis of
Iragi nationalism and of its distinct ethno-sectarian components.

It may be that the reasons for persecution and discrimination
have prompted both extremists and non-extremists to deepen
the conflict, search for gains and even cling to their sub-
identities as a way to protect themselves from injustices, whether
related to employment, sect, ethnic group, religion or other
classifications at the expense of the inclusive Iraqi identity
especially considering that these communities have suffered
from injustice and marginalization for many years. As soon as
the opression ended, the true nature of society was revealed.
In fact, revolutions give rise to the noblest and most beautiful
ideals. But at the same time, they develop the most humiliating,
contemptible and hideous ideologies. This has been experienced
by the people experiencing transitions following the overthrow
of authoritarian and dictatorial regimes, acknowledging that the
new situation relies on a balance of power and the role of religious
and civil leaders in proving their skills and demonstrating that
they deserve to be elected.

While the period of military coups had brought Arabist and



leftist parties to the fore, the role of these parties has greatly
diminished for both general and specific reasons. Moreover,
it does not seem that the near future will be bright for them,
given their long record of failure, their rigid methodologies, and
international and regional imbalances.

Following the establishment of the contemporary Arab state,
especially post-World War I, had the ruling authorities respected
sub-national identities within the context of equal citizenship,
the most fanatical movements [would have embraced a national
identity rather than] clinging to their peculiarities and sub-
national identities. The situation can indeed get this bad; it has
gotten even worse in South Sudan, following the referendum
that revealed Southern secession and independence to have won
more than 98% of the vote. Similarly, any referendum in Iraqi
Kurdistan held under normal and peaceful conditions, would
reveal thata large proportion of the people favor the establishment
of an independent state.

Sami Mahroum in an article entitled “the Impact of Crowd
Dynamics on Arab Spring” states that the persistence, intensity,
and frequency of protests — exemplified in September, when
a local militia in Benghazi killed US Ambassador to Libya ]J.
Christopher Stevens — demonstrate the role that the culture
and psychology of crowds are playing in determining the Arab
world’s trajectory. After decades of authoritarian rule, citizens,
frustrated with discredited institutions and paralyzed political
parties, have begun to employ social media to organize civil
resistance. As a result, countries affected by the Arab Spring now
face political spheres that are shaped by crowd dynamics, rather
than by genuine political or ideological movements. Indeed,
much of what is happening in the Arab world today can be best
understood through the study of crowds.



Fawaz Gerges in an article entitled “The Arab Spring popular
uprisings — myth and reality” stated that: “The challenge for
students of the Arab world is not to be blinded by the dust
generated by political turmoil and bickering. Political contestation
and mobilization will be a dominant feature of Arab political life
for many years to come. The return of contentious politics signals
the end of an era and the beginning of another, one fuelled by a
new collective psychology of empowerment and engagement.”

If psychology as a study deals mainly with the individual,
then, in identifying themselves as Arabs, most individuals in
the Arab regions take pride in highlighting their unique self
and the immediate group they feel they belong or affiliated
to. Ironically, identity among Arabs is not exclusively a self-
definition. Reasonably, it is a feedback to external imposition.
Identity, accordingly, is a reproduce or label utilized by one Arab
unto another in order to perceive, categorize, treat, cooperate
or mistreat one-another. While no comprehensive study has
emerged to bridge this duality between the adherents of self-
perceived as contrasted with externally-imposed identity, it has
become clear from recent events in the Arab world, domestic
and regional, that regardless of the identity's true substance, an
individual or a group are witty of sudden and drastic renovation
of their political identities®.

One of the central problems of current political analysis in
the Arab world is the challenge that the individual and group
identities pose to conceptions of citizenship and attempts at state
and/or nation building. The role of the newly emerging social,
ideological and religious groups in politics is at once a question

2- Khashan, “Arabs at the Crossroads”, Najjar, “The Debates on Islam”, Hudson, “Arab Politics”,
Hopwood, “Egypt: Politics and Society”, Alrawi, “Goodbye to the Enlightenment”.
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about political identity and about instability. Although it is
fashionable for the Arab nationalists, communists, and Islamists
to implicate support to their political tendencies through the
harmony of identity politics, some of their recent writings have
focused on the lack of homogeneous identity among Arabs.
This approach is derived from political thinkers who formulated
understandings of identity that stress its multifaceted, flowing,
and romantic character in opposition to a notion of identity as
reducible to separable sociological and cultural categories®.
However, the writers who articulate this more complex
understanding of identity in the Arab world have not translated
this into clear explicatory implications of the recent political
transformation.

During most of the second half of the twentieth century, others
viewed Arabs regardless of their locality, as belonging to one Arab
nation. They were secondly identified in terms of their religion,
ethnicity, or their State. The repeated regional conflicts that led
to population dislocation, devastation and distrust in the Arab
political systems, made Arabs less certain of their proclaimed
political identity. Several are no longer clear as to whether they
constitute more than a mere minority, and/or exploited and
abused ethnic or religious groups. In this sense, all Arabs now
are experiencing crisis of political identity.

By crisis of political identity we mean a potential threat of
drastic change in the panorama of Arab entities, that is to say, a
structural disruption of the equilibrium required for all national,

communal and individual's well-being. The turbulence created

3- Dryzek, “Political Inclusion”, Eisenberg, “Reconstructing Political Pluralism”, Guinier, “The
Tyranny of the Majority”, Hirst, “Associative Democracy”, Kymlicka, “Liberalism, Community, and
Culture”.
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by such dilemma could produce severe repercussions for the
socio-economical environment, for the psychological console
of both domestic and regional Arab communities, as well as for
regional unity.

The consequences, adversely affect the political firmness of
practically all of the standing socio-political institutions, be they
parties, clan, tribe, religious, state or the nation.

The Arab world is currently witnessing a unique and dramatic
confusion in the meaning and role of personal and political
identity. Traditional institutions that have played major roles in
the shaping of their previous identity are on the decline. They are
frequently being replaced by less tolerant, less benevolent and
more militant modalities. Major criteria, symbols and classes
of identity are in a process of change. Both individuals and
communities are undergoing painful changes with regard to the
definition and consistency of their identities. The results have
consisted of increased distress, anxiety and instability within
most customary social institutions and their memberships.

The escalating tensions rising from this crisis of identity
feeds the flames of the ongoing fear from authority (familial,
religious and political). They account also for the widespread
violence and strife, unproductiveness and chaos, the decline of
politeness and the emergence of spontaneous alarm throughout.
Among the important tasks facing the Arab world that we must
investigate, is the exploration and testing of the mounting fear
in as much as it explains the rise and decline of the cohesive
role of identity. From these assessments we must seek to
determine whether the changes that are taking place are thwart,
detested or adaptable. Again whether the diverse group-will and
determined social and political policies are capable of having a
significant impact upon additional new developments that are
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the products of activist socio-economic and religious forces.

Traditionally, studies of Arab identity were accompanied by an
elaborate derivation detailing the major assemblage of human
identity. These consisted of families, languages, territories, and
cultural heritage. These four categories of identity have long
remained the core of Arab identity studies. Before the Iraqi-
Kuwaiti crisis, Arab nationalism was a subject of strong elitist
as well as popular interest. With modern Arab mass migrations,
population dislocations, and concentration in urban areas,
established studies on the Arabs barely satisty simple curiosities
of bridging the new reality to social, economic and psychological
roots. In the same token, the study of linguistics has similarly
lacked not only to unravel the historical mysteries of Arab
peoples and civilizations but also to aid with the still deficient
aptitude of Arab communications. A new awareness by Arabs of
geography, and of how peoples live in Western societies manifests
an aspect of the new reality in the Arab world. Increasing
overseas travel among Arabs have made the meaning of lands
more understandable, yet produced also a growing awareness of
how brutally Arab authorities treat Arab visitors and how harsh
the divisions of the Arab world through politically or militarily
imposed boundaries can be.

The studies of the family, language, country and nationality,
as accepted components of human identity, are significant to
supply a rich background from which one could seck a broader
understanding of the composition of identity. However, it is
with political psychology that we understand Arab dramas of
alienation, multiple identities, and the identity crisis of being
non-entity. It is trough political psychology that scholarship
could determine whether predicament's impact on identity is
likely to be productive mostly of conflict and strife, or whether
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it may contribute, instead, to a resentful societal mosaic. Most
importantly, projected social and political studies if associated
with psychology could formulate an insight that could help
understand the peculiarity of the diverse communities and
individuals of the Arab world.

From a psychological perspective, identity originates from fear.
Neurobiologists' findings lead to the assumption that people are
born with no sense of identity. Claiming an identity is one way to
avoid many inceptions of fears among which; is the fear of being
nonentity. It is fear of being nonentity that drives people to desire
an identity. Neurobiologists have asserted in their histological
and embryological studies, that human beings are born with a
very undeveloped brain, and with undeveloped neurons lacking
the most important mental functions. The baby is unable to
perform organized movements, to talk, or to understand language
and other sensory inputs. In the absence of sensory inputs, the
neurons will not develop and remain in the infantile stage.

Children first develop by learning how to overcome their fears.
Fear is intrinsic but not evident nor clear to the child. Children
negate their fear by association, and normally with their parents.
They generate confidence by imitating those that are closer
to them, thus identifying with their actions, their speech and
responses to various situations. This means that the pattern of
growing does not reflect an act of the child's individual logic, but
is an imprinting of complex rational-free behavior in the brain
through habituation. Thus, the human self and human identity,
in the first few stages of development are both intrinsically a
product of fear than of genetic makeup.

4- Casey, “Remembering”, Dennett, “Consciousness Explained”, Erxleben, & Cates, “Systemic
Treatment”, Gillett, “Multiple Personality”, Glover, “The Philosophy”, Hacking, “Two Souls in One
Body. Rewriting the Soul”.
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Itiswell asserted that the infant brain lacks, not only the essential
mechanisms for survival, moreover it lacks the capacity to choose
sensory information that shapes its own development. Then, it is
logical to assume that the impact on personal growth rests on the
memory and experience collected from the surrounding group
in how to overcome fear and generate security®.

In most stable societies, success is determined by the ability of
the group in relaxing the conditions that causes the duress of
fear. In traditional psychoanalytic theory, fear is as basic as the
life promoting drives and does not presuppose an environmental
contextual cause(©.

On the other hand, it is an artifact of the mysteries of life and
survival that fear, in normal individual behavior, is presumed
to be a reaction elicited by the hardship of the environment.
Dynamically speaking, there is a direct causal linkage between
being hurt and the outgrowth of fear. Thus, we are being
accustomed to react with fear when threatened. Threats drive us
to develop defense mechanism through identifying with groups.

In Arab culture, it is socially expected that an individual
distressed with fear should become aggressive towards the
causes of his fear. When this individual does not respond with
hostility, it is speculated by his group that lack of courage is
brought to stand against the natural response that is expected
from this individual. In other words, the individual is a coward
and deserves to be inferior. Being rejected as a non-aggressive,
some individuals react with absurd violence. Such formulation
is consistent with the psychological orientation of drive
theory!”, which sees fear as a natural phenomenon and not one

5- Parfit, “Personal Identity. Reasons and Persons”, Schechtman, “Personhood. The Same and the
Same”.

6- Fenichel, “Critique of Death Instinct. Neurotic Acting Out”.
7- Cooper, “The Empirical Study”, Barron, and Wolitzky, “Interface of Psychoanalysis”, 327
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that must necessarily be provoked by threats from without.
In the case of provocation, surely, threats can be expected as a
driving force. Dynamically, however, threats merely facilitate
natural preexisting tendencies of fear, rather than representing
the cause of the fear reaction, and socially it becomes a criterion
for individual refinement and stratification.

Cooper® outlines the major controversy in fear-response
theory concerning the coming together of the fear and response.
Originally presented as an intra-psychic phenomenon oriented at
impulse (or drive) derivatives, the construct has been elaborated
by object's relation theory to include defenses against fears
derived from object loss, environmental failure, and poor self-
concept. Brenner®, moreover, postulates that any process may
be classified as fear-response if it diminishes anxiety. In drive
theory, however, fear-responses are oriented primarily atavoiding
recognition of anxiety and psychic pain. Self-restraint against the
open expression of fear is positively valued in most societies,
especially in the Middle East, and precludes negative personal
repercussions. The anticipation of negative consequences 1is
often cited popularly as eliciting self-control for the sake of self-
protection. Such aformulation does not meet the definitive criteria
of fear-reaction within drive theory. It does, however, meet the
broader object's relation criteria where defense mechanisms may
serve to maintain or preserve a view of the self or the object that,
without it, would signify overriding anxiety”.

In Orientalism®), Edward Said refers to the fear of being
inferior and elaborates on the alternatives of counter-identity,
exodus or escape from identity, and of national or local

8- Ibid.
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11- Said, Orientalism.

16



particularism. In fact, Arab societies have reacted with kinds of
departures in eloquent and nearly passionate language, to the
point of almost abandoning the aspect of political counterattack.

What is it that motivates these trends, at least in part, is the
depressing political performance of almost all Arab countries,
and especially the rise of opinionated type of cultural and
religious fundamentalism in many parts of the Middle East
and elsewhere. Said is selective in denouncing this depressing
record. Almost everywhere in the non-Western world, he writes,
the effort to homogenize and isolate populations in the name
of nationalism (not liberation) has led to colossal sacrifices and
failures. The rise of nationalism and fundamentalism has led
to the upsurge of identity politics of a narrow and intolerant
kind. In the Middle East, as some assert, more energy is spent
bolstering the idea that to be Syrian, Iraqi, Egyptian, or Saudi is a
sufficient end, rather than in thinking critically, even fearlessly,
about the Arab national program itself. Hence, Identity, always
identity has been over and above a process of coming to know
about others. In the broader setting, the insistence on local
identity or counter-identity is only the reverse side of the other
identity; both are expressions of essentialization, to be an entity,
and thus two sides of the same coin.

From their identity platform, and from within their own
threatened localities, Islamists and Arab nationalists (mainly the
progressive), attack the West, or Americanization, or imperialism,
with little more attention to detail. They provide no critical
differentiation, discrimination, and distinction to what has been
bountiful on them by the West. Edward Said finds that this is
a short sight, that the process of de-colonization and national
liberation, has widely given way to petty provincialism. Plainly
speaking, Said is explaining that counter-identity that is based

17



on fear-reaction in the Arab world, appeals to pure or authentic
Islam, or Arabism. And he continue to say that, all had a strong
response, without sufficient consciousness that those ethnicities
and spiritual essences would come back to demanding a very
high price from their successful adherents.

Yetagain, and without negating the identity derived from a grand
socio-political movement like decolonization, the problem lies
in a national consciousness emanating from all kinds of fear and
anxieties, much the same, could be said about the insecurities of
a rising religious consciousness. The price is the destabilization
of national security and a rise in separatist identities.

It 1s a well-known fact, especially to psychologists, that
individuals respond to stimulus in their environment as they
construe it and not to intellectually assumed reality as such. In
fact, there exists no absolute reality. They respond to the images
in their minds that they have drawn to typify reality. It should
be noted, however, that the social actor is an individual who
understands political reality is his/her point of view. Logically,
it is in the actor's own mind that lays the decision on what to do
and how to empathize the nature and sources of his/her action.

People live in social constraints that condition their image of
themselves and the ways they think and act, without determining
them in any complete sense. Recent development in the on-going
revolution of technologies especially in the different domains of
communications, transportation and education facilitate greater
individuation of selves leading to more self-psychic fears and
anxieties. The impact of that is evident in urban Arab areas
more than in rural ones. The Arab world, though thus far is
downgrading the institutionalization of the individual, is at the
same time making individualism optional.

Individualism has a multiple impact on political identity.
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One of which is the possible encouragement for personality
and character formation ranging from radicalism, to deliberate
subordination, and to strong collective orientations. Somewhat
paradoxically, this context of identity and value pluralism makes
all positions appear more or less as individual and thus somewhat
arbitrary choices, even when they are in fact presented as, for
example, natural, traditional, or beyond human disposition.

Although driven by personal fears, it is safe to assert that what
human beings are, what they see and judge themselves to be,
and what they do are in contemplative measures shaped by the
influences of their living conditions. However the socio-cultural
context is not, of course, the only factor; though it does condition
and it is a prime conjuncture for the possibility of human
consciousness, orientations, and behavior. The other factor, as
a result of individualism, that could be proclaimed and with
considerable evidence, is that the human psyche is embedded in a
cognitive structure, commonly known as individual's perspective
or mental ability to perceive. If the individual is individualistic,
then this tendency sets the parameters of identity and personality
and which is defied with difficulty. Individuals are not merely
the toil of their surroundings, but if they alienate themselves
from the mandates of their surroundings, they risk being negated
as human being.

In this context modern Arab characters are different from
those of 50 years ago. They are changing now under the impact
of affluence and new technologies. While I stress the role of
individualism as a factor, the anticipated changes and impacts are
the result of a confluence of factors, no one of which is fully
determinative. Ensuing Freud, it can be comparatively argued
that the essential differences between the traditional (old) and
the new individualistic psyche stem from the development
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of a powerful superego (conscience)!®.To a group oriented
individual, power lies outside the self, although the boundaries
of self and non-self are not clear. One seeks power by following
rules set by the gods, through the charismatic leader or tightly
knit community structures. The problem is that, unless the gods
continually speak, their message dims. Social organization of
any kind, therefore, requires rigid and continuous community
controls. Communities adapt to their environment, and they
rarely attempt to master it beyond that which is necessary for
survival. The stranger and the different are suspect. Forbidden
impulses are projected upon them. The superego of a group-
oriented Arab is largely located outside himself, in the form of
spiritualists or gods whom he tries to please. He has little sense
of himself as an individualist who can exercise power over his
environment in a consistent manner so as to serve his needs.

The individualistic Arab has proven to be different. While
psychoanalysis tends to emphasize the punitive qualities of the
superego, it is not without positive aspects?.

However, by providing an inner mechanism of control; the
superego permits the individualistic Arab to develop a stronger
sense of self. The group-oriented Arab believes that God helps
individuals who obey God's command. Individualistic Arabs
attempt to overcome obstacles by living up to their inner ideals.
The source of power is within and not external. Furthermore,
the sublimated energy derived from the individualistic Arab's
internal control, of both erotic and aggressive drives foster the
development of the ego. This enables him/her to examine and
to manipulate nature, to adapt to new circumstances, and to
bring creative energies to bear upon them. It also enables the

12- Freud, S., “Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego”.
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individualistic Arab to recognize fear of the unknown, and fear
of other groups, as he develops rational ideals for understanding
nature. In these ways the development of superego and ego
strength permit the emergence of the flexible Arab individual to
become at liberty to decide on an identity.

Max Weber demonstrates that the unintended consequences of
Christianity, and more specifically Calvinist doctrines, included
the emergence of the modern world in the form of liberal
capitalism®), i.e. a capitalist economic system associated with
individualism and gradual, if imperfect, political identification.
Weber emphasizes the capitalist side of the equation, but the
contribution of this cultural complex to political identification,
although is well documented®™ yet it does not provide a
comprehensive assessment fit for all societies.

Perceptibly, none of the assessments drawn is complete in the
evaluation of Arabs. Some individualization occurs in all societies.
It is also clear that every great historical civilization has been
accompanied by a heightening of superego development, usually
based on the emergence of a new, more universalistic religious
system. It is possible, moreover, that in some of Arab civilizations
superego development was comparable to that of the West. In line
with Weber's argument, however, cultural developments in the
Arab world were unusual from the outset. First, the emergence
of a prophetic religion gave a peculiar intensity to the superego.
Second, the emphasis in Islam rather than in Arab societies was
on an individual rather than a communal relationship with God.
Third, religious-cultural imperatives stressed general, universal,
and moral rules. Finally, great emphasis was placed upon limiting

14- Weber, “The Protestant Ethic”.
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the unresponsiveness in the service of worldly harshness, i.e.,
tulfilling one's obligations through contribution to his religious
society. Islamic identity, whatever its limitations, historically has
encouraged rationality, emotional complexity, growth, and the
capacity for a unique political identity.

Historically and comparatively, it is undoubtedly true that
Islam as it absorbed and merged with many civilizations, strongly
emphasized control of the passions, producing a similar end
result in the Arab world via a fear-shame culture. Indeed Arabs
created great and long lasting pre-modern empire. The Islamic
Empire was Europe's superior in wealth and practical technical
achievement until the 17th century. However, the Ottoman
Islamic view of nature did not encourage a breakthrough to a
modern scientific world-view. They exercised the element of
fear to contain the Arabs. This practice surrounded Arabs with a
network of kin and other social obligations inhibiting the growth
of that individualism which played so important a role in the
break with tradition in Europe. It also encouraged, or at least did
not discourage, magical solutions to problems among the general
populace.

Again, in demonstrating a reallocation in the general approach
of Weber, individualism as a concept has become sufficiently
pervasive today that using it carries a certain risk of being
misunderstood. The most everyday meaning refers, but not in a
precise way, to recent developments in urban finance, individual
accounts in banks, individual trade, and the actions of business
corporations in reshaping society along an individual division of
labor. Other senses focus on the spread and influence of civil
and criminal law that essentially deals with the individual as its
basic party. In dealing with political identity in the so-called
modernizing Arab states, my use of the term individualism seeks
to include these meanings while not restricting itself to them.
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Systemically, Arab individualism is developing by the creation
and spread of several differentiated but interdependent societal
structures, the main organizing principles of these structures
center on function, technique, or instrumentality. Important
examples of these structures are a capitalist individualistic
economic structure, individualistically state-centered political
structure, an individualistic scientific-technological structure, a
structure for mass information media directed to individuals, a
medicinal health structure, a school centered education structure
that deals with the individual as its basic component, and, I
would even argue, an individually-centered religious structure.
Each of these individualisms has its typical cultural dimension
on political identity.

The development of service structures in the Arab world,
are not easy to be summarized. The question of how Arabs
have responded to and fitted the spread of the initially Western
technical structures, could be answered, is that there has been
a great deal of variation, much of it centered on precisely the
identity and character issues under discussion here. Essentially,
as the Western powers spread their influence during the early
modern and modern centuries, their greatest success was in
extending the reach of the service structures, in particular the
capitalist economic, the scientific-technological, the academic-
educational, and the political in the form of the territorially
bordered and sovereign states. The development is most striking
in the case of the political system where various nationalist
movements have eventuated in the formation of an array of
nationally identified states, comparable to those forming and
already formed in the West. As a transporter of these developing
individualistic service structures, the West is still in the process
of perpetuating the spread all around the Arab world, not in any
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sense evenly, but certainly for the most part effectively™®.

The capitalist economic system that essentially promotes
individualism is now and has for some time been an accepted
tendency in the Arab world even in the proclaimed socialist Arab
states. It is these service structures associated with the capitalist
system, [would argue thatactually promoted change in the political
identity tracks in the Arab world. In a capitalist system anything
could, in principle, become an individual economic commodity
even people could become commodities. The personal or group
identities of the producers and consumers become secondary
in the sense that what is important is the economic capacity to
oftfer for sale or to buy, not as such one's family, one's level of
education, one's religious behavior, and so forth. In this sense it
has become in principle accepted, not necessarily practiced, that
political qualification generally does not depend on ascribed or
achieved statuses. Though wealthy individuals have advantage,
nonetheless, educational attainment is in principle, and very
often in fact, open to all willing individuals. Laws are developed
on the assumption that all individuals are equal, and scientific
or artistic achievement depend on the quality of the individual
producing the science and art, not on the social background and
group affiliation of the artist or scientist. This means that the
prospects of sublimation of intrinsic fears are assuming new
individualistic dimensions.

It is worth asserting, for the sake of prospects in political identity
deviation that some individuals are more capitalist oriented in
the Arab world than others, thus, have more of the characteristics
of individualism. Rich Arabs can send their children to urban
and highly qualified schools and in many cases these children
develop economic independence from their parents. Educated
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Arabs can manage for better access to the legal system and have
greater influence over what gets produced in the media. We can
make similar observations about specific Arab sub-groups within
regions where most people lack good access to the systems; and
about regions where the majority is relatively well off. There are
privileged Arab individuals; and there are privileged Arab groups
in underprivileged regions as well as privileged ones. Yet these
advantages accrue because these people and groups have given
leverage to participate significantly in their systems, not because
they are better people®”.

In looking at the power centers in the Arab world we realize
a strong strive for individual independence, and the service
structures are concerned only with those aspects of a person which
are functionally relevant: ability to pay, academic learning capacity,
state of health, willingness to be an audience, and so forth. Service
structures, therefore, undermines the strong tendency in a fair
number of personally and socially relevant matters, including the
formation of personal and group identities, and thus much about
the reaction of personal and group fear. Moreover, and what
amounts to the same, the total effect on identity and character of
all the service structures does not exhaust such determinations,
although it obviously, in most cases, will play a significant role.
Arabs in urban areas have become predominantly occupied
with a lower-scale identify reflecting themselves as professional
identities such as manager, professor, doctor, politician, artist,
and many others. In all these cases, the service structures elude
Arabs from their time-honored political identity to spend more
energy on their professional identity.

Individualism is not completely a new innovation in the
Arab world; it has had its origin in Islamic religion. Just like in

17- Barakat, “The Arab World”.
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Christianity, Islam preached that the individual believer was
tundamentally on his/her own in a direct relation to God. The
ultimate judgment of God is going to be on the individual and not
his/her group. Again here, if we are to focus on the development
of individualism in children, at least in principle, what is so called
modern schools in their mere system of education develop the
individualistic aspects in the personality of the student all the
way to the university level. Students get their individual grades
and are held solely responsible for their conducts, that is, the
social location of that child is irrelevant. All these developments,
although from one perspective constituting not only the rise of
the individual but of individualism, were also manifestations of
the exceedingly complex process of the increasing dominance of
the newly introduced service structures in the Arab world.

The shaping up of Western individuation in the Arab world as
a consequence of the rise to dominance of service structures in
urban areas did notjust bring individualist and rationalist attitudes
in its wake; it has marginalized the old structures. Counter-
structural tendencies were always also part of the picture, not
simply as deviance and thus with moral condemnation, but
as positively valued and integral aspects of the overall Arab
development. Thus, alongside or perhaps in vibration with the
emphasis of many Arab thinkers on individualism, we see the
search for the more rooted and communal but still from an
individualistic perspective. In an attempt to rationalize their
standards, individuals who claim Arab identity or any other
regional identities in the Arab world referred to tradition, but
in a highly selective way, taking only those stories, traits, heroes,
territories, and other elements suitable for their ideals; leaving
other possibilities out and adding new innovative characteristics
where necessary. These were imaginary traditions, not in the
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sense of pure fabrications, but in the sense of discoveries that

responded to the requirements of the day!'®.

Arab identity and concomitantly Arab nationalism, however,
would not have had a great impact if they had not echoed the
development of the modern system of sovereign state that
is based on the equality among all individuals. In terms of
identity and character, the Arab culture has certainly been an
important source of both. The promoters of Arab identity and
Arab nationalism typically include in their self-descriptions ideal
national individual identities, above all, the patriot. Nonetheless,
the other systemic sources of identity and character remain, as
does the incompleteness of such determinations.

We might therefore talk of at least three competing sources
of personal identity and character in the present Arab societies.
There is the imagined community, most notably the nation, but
not just the nation, because different ethnic identities without
nationalist aspirations also fall under this heading. There are
the technical structures, including the political, the economic,
the mass media, sports, education, and the religious. And there
are the fears and idiosyncrasy of self itself. Identity questions
in the Arab world have played a significant role in the overall
spread of the modern Arab state systems, and thus contributed
to the formation of individualistic societies at least in the urban
areas. I focus again on the idea of nation. Without doubt, the
greatest impetus for the formation of Arab nationalist identity
over the last century has been the spread of the service structures
themselves. When we examine such movements within the Arab
world; the prime motive force has been anti-colonial. That is, the
different urban individuals, not necessarily by origin, most often
led by newly arisen elites in local major cities, have sought to
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take local control of the levers of modern power as derived from
economic, political, educational, artistic, media, and so forth
from its imperial carriers. Or alternatively, they have sought
to increase local power and influence to match that of the local
colonizer. In doing so Arab nationalism was undermined to give
rise to regional and state nationalism?.

Regional and state identities were promoted in the name of the
Arab nation at large, and for the supposed benefit of the people
deemed indigenous to the region. In other words, the collectivity
of the nation or its equivalent served as the justification for the
eftorts to appropriate the techniques of service structure power.
Identity, far from being a game of idle introspection, was and is
today still a strategy for control and for power competition.

Then again, from the perspective of group-oriented individuals,
the Arab world is not simply a capitalist economic system from
which we would conclude that it favors the individualistic and

rationalistic entrepreneur as the paragon of virtue and character.
Nonetheless, the Arab world is by no way fundamentally Western
in a broad cultural sense unless one insists that anyone who
masters the levers of service structures is thereby already Western.
Individualism and what we deem to be Western cultural styles
are indeed possible in the Arab world. But the rugged individual
who depends on his/her own resources is not the only such
possibility. What are sometimes called Arab values, referring
somewhat imprecisely to a more group centered orientation with
a greater tinge of community is also possible and just as modern.
Individualism does not necessarily mean isolationism; rather it
means a plurality of different and justifiable conduct of liability
both in identity and integrity.

19- Salem, “Bitter Legacy”, Heelas, Paul, Lash, and Morris, “Detraditionalization”, Hobsbawm and Ranger,
“The Invention of Tradition”, Parsons, “The System of Modern Societies”, Smith, “The Ethnic
Origin of Nations”, Thomas, Meyer, Ramirez, and Boli., “Institutional Structure”, Wallerstein, “The
Capitalist Economy”, Weber, “Economy and Society”, Kittrie, “The War Against Authority”, Kaldor,
“Cosmopolitanism Versus Nationalism”, Gellner, “Nations and Nationalism”.
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Arab societies depend on a balance between communitarian
and individualistic orientations®). Current trends of analysis
assert that Arab values, seems to have at its root the assumption
that Arabs are more collective whereas Westerners are more
individualistic. Although the comparison is undoubtedly to some
extent acknowledgeable, it does point indirectly to the possibility
of conceiving difference in terms of individual's and group's
memory of perceptive identity and its corresponding influences
on the political reality of Arabs. The assumption here is that, one
basic dimension of identity is derived from anxiety. Some fears
are derived from individual's memory that plays a primary role in
psychological continuity accounts of personal identity.

However, in claiming that memory is constitutive of personal
identity, one faces the objection that since the concept of
memory presupposes personal identity, it ought not to be used
in the analysis of that concept. Parfit®" responded to this obstacle
by devising a new criterion of personal identity. He considered
that memory connections are replaced with quasi-memory
connections. The phenomenon of quasi-memoryis best explained
by the following: When an older member of a group speaks in a
family-like gathering about a stressful experience and tells a story
of significance in his life, the younger listeners register the events
of the talk in their minds and it becomes part of their memories.
Subsequently, the minds of these young listeners alter the actors
in the story by substituting the older member by their self. Later
on in their lives what they seem to remember, it turns out, are
not their own experiences, but experiences that were part of the
life of some other person. Involuntarily, they have been subject
of an exposition in which memory traces from an older member
of their group have been copied into their brains.

20- Zamir, “The Formation of Modern Lebanon”, Batatu, “The Egyptian, Syrian, and Iraqi Revolutions”,
Anderson, “Imagined Communities”.

21- Parfit, “Personal Identity. Reasons and Persons”.
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When it comes to the psychology of memory continuity
accounts, in claiming that an Arab individual remembers a past
episode does not mean that he/she has experienced this episode;
though someone must have experienced it. Thus, the question
of personal identity is related to the question of what makes
part of a person's memory the same as others' part memories.
Imprinted memories at an early age are mechanical in the sense
that the brain acquires them unreservedly and they do not need
to be fed through indoctrination or conscious personal effort.
For example, we imitate our parents' practices to the best of our
ability without even knowing that difterent other practices exist.
In doing this we are adopting a mixture of other individuals, our
parents experiences and memories to become our own®?.

Pursuing other practices and adopting a new system of action
in life at a later age, though it is plausible, nonetheless, requires a
great deal of will and strain.

The rational processes of abstraction usually begin to develop
after age seven. Normally, this process is characterized by
appreciation and conformity to the existing patterns of one's
culture. At this stage of mind-development one begins to
demarcate one's own self-identity and one's culture. The
assertion here is that, it is the time framework of specific social
environment and not personal preference that determines
the ideological framework of the individual mind. We are not
born free: we must learn freedom, replacing automatisms and
instinctive responses with intelligent choice based on learning
rational behavior.

Culturalconditioning,ideologicalindoctrination,andeducation
in general are transformed into differential characteristics. To
put it in pure scientific terms, these differential characteristics
modify the anatomy, physiology, and biochemistry of neurons;

22- Schechtman, “The Truth About Memory”, Shoemaker, “Persons and their Pasts”.
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thus, the experience of each individual leaves material traces
stored in intracerebral memory®).

Psychologists assert with no doubt that memory criterion
is adjoined to personal identity. People project their personal
identities through the reflections generated from experiences
of doing things, witnessing certain events, and so on. People do
seem to remember doing things that they did not do. As a friend
once expressed to me that he seems to remember being involved
in an armed clash against a militia trying to liquidate his family,
even though he did no such thing, and someone else, his uncle
did, he seems to be deluded to remember doing something that
was done by someone else.

In this regard attention should be given to examining the
possible relationship between personal identification, i.e., the
extent to which he/she retains the memory generated within
his/her ethnic or social group with all its manifestation of
attitudes, values, beliefs, and behaviors as his or her own, and
the level of psychological distress, fear and anxiety experienced
as a consequence of that. The possible impact of psychological
distress on personal identity, here I must state, have had little
attention in the available literature.

However, there exists parallel literature to this dimension of
identity, the Social Identity Theory and the Self-Categorization
Theory@. Literature that sprang out from these theories, have
emphasized that personal identity is only possible when it stems
out of social identity. The relevance is suitable for studying Arab
individuals. It is observable that Arabs realize their personal
identities in identifying with particular social group. It is through
interaction of the Arab individual with others in a group that this

23- Hughes, “Personal Identity”, Kluft, “The Postunification Treatment”. Korsgaard, “Personal Identity”,
Locke, “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding”.

24- . Hattie, “Self-Concept”, Hofstede, “Culture's Consequences”, Kuhn, & McPartland, “An Empirical
Investigation of Self-Attitudes”, Markus, & Kitayama, “Culture and the Self”.
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individual comes to realize his personal identity. The significance
of this is apparent in generating stress and anxiety when an Arab
changes the group through which he/she has developed his/
her personal identity. The individual's inputs in the new group
and reflections on him/her become confusing. This urges the
individual to reshape his personal identity and produce a different
one. It is common among Arabs that changing personal identity
will show the way to a change in political identity

Changing political identity for Arabs is a very stressful and
painful experience. In most cases, individuals would lose proper
levels of self-esteem and respect among both their old and new
group. The impact of this is negative on their inter-group and
intra-group cognitions, attitudes, and behavior®). Social scientists
articulate the phenomenon of changing one's personal identity
as acculturation processes. The central idea here is that when
Arabs realize that their political identity is not appropriate to a
changing reality, they painfully face the following alternatives:
(a) stubbornly maintain or (b) disqualifying their current political
identity, and (c) adopt or (d) reject the new reality. The nature
of the individual's psychical mentality plays a major role in the
pursuing of strategy to adopt. The specific Arab factors of fear
and anxiety are strong influences in all cases. The degree of fear
is always a variable. It is this variable that concludes the level
of conformity and admiration derived from belonging to one's
exclusive group through a make-belief in proclaimed group
protection accomplishments. This may carry over to feelings of
efficacy, contentment, and good standing to face new dangers
and threats in society and environment. On the other hand if the
degree of fear is high, then, that ultimately becomes compelling
on the individual to adopt a new political socialization strategy.

25- McClure, “On the Subject of Rights”, McGowan, “Postmodernism and Its Critics”, Minow, “Justice
Engendered”, Phillips, “Democracy and Difference. The Politics of Presence”, Skocpol, “Bringing
the State Back”, In. Evans, Rueschemeyer, and Skocpol. “Young, Justice and the Politics of Difference”.
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Options are integration, assimilation, separation, segregation, or
marginalization.

In mapping social and political groups in the Arab world, on
realizes that within the same Arab society groups have managed
to establish socio-cultural and ideological islands for themselves
refusing to carry-on with the rapid changes and development
around them. They maintained their old social and political
identity. Yet, for practical purposes they cannot detach themselves
completely from their wider environment. In this respect the
importance of social and political identity is that it provides
isolated people with strength and inner resources that enable
them to cope with the stresses and demands of a new political
atmosphere around them and hence minimizes psychological
distress.

However, although social and political identity has been shown
to be positively associated with self-esteem, recent research
suggests that self-esteem might provide a crucially important
linkage between social-political identity and psychological
distress. In short, researchers have demonstrated a causal effect of
a change in the political environment with special concomitants
on the self-perception of individuals who are secondary to these

changes®.

In the same token, conceptual analyses of responses to self-
esteem items suggest that at least two semiautonomous processes
operate in judgments about the self; that is, despite some overlap,
the individual facing new political reality pushes himself through
a process of self-evaluation of worth and efficacy at the same
time his other side of mental process reflect self-derogation and
negative feelings about oneself.

26- Sampson, “The Debate on Individualism”, Shweder, & Bourne, “Does the Concept of the Person
Vary Cross-Culturally?”, Shweder & LeVine, “Culture Theory”, 158. Triandis, Bontempo, & Villareal,
“Individualism and Collectivism”, Berry, Kim, Minde, & Mok, “Comparative Studies of Acculturative
Stress”, Berry, Kim, Power, Young, & Bujaki, “Acculturation Attitudes in Plural Societies”.
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Such prevailing situation in the Arab world is producing
multiple personality disorder (multiples) and a dilemma of moral
personhood. This is better known as problems of personality and
identity coherence. Indirectly it reflects political socialization
incoherence. Stability in society is linked to the coherence
condition in the political identity of its individuals®”. The reason
is that citizen is a term not restricted to the metaphysical; it is a
moral or normative and political term, as well, in the modern
state systems. Persons are not only self-conscious intelligent
beings; they are supposed to be moral and political agents whose
actions influence society and polity, which in turn accords with
certain rights. So, what I am interested in is what the lack of
psychological coherence, lack of political coherence and lack of
identity coherence could tell us about stability in the different
states of the Arab world.

Multiple Personality Disorder among Arabs is very much
associated with the phenomenon of quasi-memory. It is
common among Arab individuals in societies in the Arab world
witnessing rapid environmental and political change. Socially
it is understood as a dissociative disorder in which a person
appears to possess, as the name suggests, more than one distinct
personality, and sometimes very many®. Typically there will be
a core personality and a number of co-personalities called alter
personalities, or just alters.

It is important to indicate, and before I proceed further with
this analysis that multiple personality disorder is a condition
that varies drastically from being extremely mild condition
to extremely sever condition. It is only those who suffer from
extreme condition of multiple personality disorder are labeled

27- Swanton, “Freedom”, Thagard, “Explanatory Coherence. Conceptual Revolutions. Mind:
Introduction to Cognitive Science”, Thagard, Eliasmith, Rusnock, & Shelly, “Knowledge and
Coherence”, Euo, “Common Sense”.

28- Erxleben, & Cates, “Systemic Treatment”, Gillett, “Multiple Personality and Irrationality”, Glover,
“The Philosophy and Psychology of Personal Identity”, Hacking, “Two Souls in One Body.
Rewriting the Soul”, Hughes, “Personal Identity”, Kluft, “The Postunification Treatment”.
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as sick. In the latter case when a switch occurs, a personality
other than the one previously in control will manifest itself. It is
mild personality disorder that I am bringing into play where the
core personality is always aware of the alter personalities in the
individual. The personalities of a multiple may differ from one
another in their behavioral characteristics and even in their social
and political responses.

In the same token, it is asserted that most individuals do suffer
from multiple identity incoherence. Socially and politically it is
understood as a dissolute derangement in which a person appears
to possess, as the name suggests, more than one particular
identity, and sometimes very many. Commonly there will be a
center identity and a number of other identities called convenient
convert identities. It is consequential in the context of this analysis
to restate that multiple identity disorder is similar to multiple
personality disorder and very much associated together. When a
switch occurs, an identity other than the central one will manifest
itself socially and politically. The central identity conceals in a
dormant stage but will stay very much alive.

As already expressed, in mild multiple identity disorder (the
use of the term disorder is questionable), the different identities
of a multiple are aware of one another existence. Yet they cannot
exclude one another because the individual's center identity
needs the other identities to protect it in difficult situations, or to
meet certain needs. In a society of multi-cultural groups bound
to exist together and in societies witnessing rapid socio-political
changes, the tendency is high for most individuals to develop
multiple identity disorder®”.

Multiple identities have become a common place among
Arab individuals and are obviously an important phenomenon
to explore. What is relevant for this study is how the notion of

29- Ibid. Hacking.
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coherence informs a moral, or normative concept of the person.
An orderly way of exploring this phenomenon is to consider what
happens during unification therapy for multiples, and compares
that to the role of governments and the media in trying to unify
personality and identity disorder in individuals or in citizens.

In rationalizing for what caused the identity fragmentation one
has to look at the total and the particular of the environment
within which the individual lives. How does an individual deal
with bizarre and extreme political and social oppression? And
how does an individual carry on social relations outside his own
immediate group, attune to the norms and social life of others?
Fragmentation of identity may be an unconscious survival
mechanism in response to fear. A system of multiple identities
may develop to deal with an environment changing from one
of extreme hostility and terror, to one that is apparently normal,
familiar and unthreatening. Equilibrium in the manifestations
of different identities is essential for psychological sanity. Such
equilibrium does involve the trauma of internal revelation
through side by side, but the equilibrium sought aims at some
form of coherence between the individual and his/her alter
personalities. It is in this way that Schechtman's®” coherence
condition may be viewed. The latter explicate that it is a necessary
part of psychological continuity, which accounts for personal and
political identity.

On the state level the government through its institutions and
media propaganda ought to convince all citizens-individuals that
they have no reason to fear one another because the state protects
all, by and that eliminating motivation for one to hide behind
different personality for protection. If the state accomplishes
that, rarely the case in Arab countries, a comfort march towards
unification of personalities and political-social identities become

30- Schechtman, “Personhood and Personal Identity. The Same and the Same. The Truth About
Memory”.
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casier. In retrospect, the institutions of the state in the Arab world
are by themselves a source of threat, fear and oppression on the
Arabs. In theory and reality it is very difficult to see governments
in the Arab world capable of reconciling fears because of the
political and ideological structures that they sustain to protect
continuity of the political status — quo.

It should be noted here because of its significance for the present
research that positive self-esteem partly reflects self-worth, and
this is directly related to political identity i.e., pride in cultural
group membership or state membership. What is notable here is
that negative self-esteem, being partly driven by self-derogation
and negative feelings about the self, might be directly related to
psychological distress and violence. That is, feeling positive in
a group membership identity and negative in self-esteem in a
political system and social environment leads to violence. Group
or collective individuals rebellion and violence is usually the result
of the group's sense of self-mastery or self-efficacy in relation to
its sense of trust in other groups and the general community.

Conclusion

Complementing individuals, in the form of coping their
resources with trust in the others in a social setting is an extension
to calming fears. This starts in the inner circle of individuals'
social settings. The more that individuals identify with their
distinguished group, the more they would believe that they have
recourse to external sources of coping®’. These external coping
resources might include, for example, the belief that others
are bound to respect him/her because of the power that he/
she derives from belonging to a solid group. Reliance of the

31- Greenfield, “Independence and Interdependence”, Greenfield & Cocking, “Cross-Cultural Roots”,
1 Guisinger, & Blatt, “Individuality and Relatedness”, Hallowell, “Culture and Experience”, Heider,
“The Psychology of Interpersonal Relationships”, Heine, & Lehman, “Cultural Variation”.
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individual on his own group allows him/her to solicit advice
or counsel, i.e., appraisal support. In being able to fit in his/
her own group the individual generates confidence that he/she
will be successtul in fitting in society. If all of these feelings
go well, the result on the individual has an effect of increased
personal and external coping resources and thus a decrease in

the likelihood of psychological distress and potential violence®?.

Identification of individuals with their own cultural group
is significantly related to individual's sense of positive self-
esteem. This means that the primary motive for identifying
with a particular social group is the enhancement of self-esteem.
Indeed, unless the individual's social self-esteem is enhanced,
then he/she will not continue to identify with a particular social
group, thus embracing a defense mechanism of identification.

Anna Freud® conceptualized the defense mechanism of
identification with the aggressor to elucidate the phenomenon
where one joins with his/her persecutors in attacking him/
herself. An example is the typical resolution of the Oedipal
conflict, where the boy identifies with father in an attempt to
counter his own instinctual expression. While intro-ejection is
the mechanism of the identification process, this style utilizes
intra-punitiveness as dynamic. Moreover, the process of
attacking oneself also brings relief from threat utilizing dynamics
that are congruent with those of acting out, since the activity of
self-attack precludes the emotional experience of persecution.
Some theoreticians have therefore classified identification with
the aggressor as a subset of acting out®®.

Tracing the defensive evolution of identification with the

aggressor in the Arab world elucidates further its differential
classification. Given that experiencing aggression from an

32- Ibid.
33- Freud, S., “The Ego and the Mechanisms of Defense”.
34- Thilevich, and Gleser, “Defenses in Psychotherapy”.
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oppressive source that cannot be dealt with functionally
precipitates the response, the question nevertheless remains:
What is the affect that is being defended against here? Assuming
that it is the anxiety resulting from the aggression, which is
the primary object of defense, then identification with the
aggressor can be conceptualized as combining the dynamics of
fear, anxiety and protection.

Researchers that deal with responses of persecuted ethnic
minorities, however, stress that the most threatening feeling in
such circumstances, which precipitates defense is the hostility
toward the oppressor, rather than the aggression coming from
him/her®. Thisis mostclearly evidentin the strife encompassing
throughout not the Arab World alone but the Middle East at
large when most of the minority groups under severe stress
manifested a violent act of turning against themselves, since the
victim defensively becomes the object of one's own hostility
as a substitution for the oppressor against whom aggression is
impossible.

35- Juni, Katz, and Hamburger, “Identification with Aggression”.
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Fiscalité et Sécurité
nationale

Dr. Georges Labaki *

h Introduction

I_“ La notion de Sécurité nationale a pour objectif

de parer aux risques susceptibles de porter
atteinte 2 un pays. Cette notion de sécurité nationale
remplace l'ancienne notion de défense nationale
beaucoup plus restrictive. Désormais, la Défense
n'est plus le cadre général de l'action de I'Etat en
matiere de protection des intéréts nationaux, mais
seulement l'une des fonctions de ’Etat qui participe,
avec d'autres politiques publiques, a la Sécurité
nationale. Ces missions constituent le fondement
du réle de 'Etat. La Sécurité nationale ne concerne
pas seulement la défense militaire mais également
toutes les catégories de fonctions ou de ressources
essentielles a la survie du pays. Elles incluent parmi
d’autres, lordre public, la diplomatie, les finances
publiques, I'énergie, I'alimentation, la santé publique,
les transports, les communications. Quant a 'impot,
il est un versement obligatoire et sans contrepartie
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aux administrations publiques. Il sert essentiellement a financer
les dépenses publiques, et constitue également un moyen de
régulation de lactivité économique. La disponibilité des recettes
publiques conditionne la politique de sécurité nationale: plus les
moyens financiers sont disponibles, plus les choix de défense
sont étendus, I'inverse étant vrai.

I - La remise en question de ’Etat Providence

Le développement de I’Etat et des services publics depuis la crise
de 1929 étaitle reflet de la croyance en “Iinfaillibilité de I'Etat” qui
loge, transporte, régule les marchés agricoles, organise les activités
industrielles et les professions libérales, éclaire, protege des aléas
financiers, de la maladie, du chdmage, éduque, soigne, préserve le
patrimoine culturel puis environnement et se fait, a I'occasion,
lui-méme industriel ou commercant. Les pouvoirs publics
fixaient les prix. La croissance était au rendez-vous et permettait
le financement des politiques sociales et des dépenses militaires.
L’inefficacité de ’Etat qui n’arrivait plus  assurer un service public
de qualité, alimenta les courants néo-libéralismes qui déferlérent
sur les Etats-Unis puis I’Europe  leur téte I'école néo-libérale de
Chicago avec Milton Friedman qui considérait que la régulation
était contre-productive et faussait les régles du marché. L’arrivée
de Reagan au pouvoir fit le reste car il affirma que la dérégulation
représentait la seconde révolution américaine: celle de la liberté.
Cette tendance a été renforcée par la mondialisation, la création
de I'Organisation Mondiale du Commerce, la libéralisation du
commerce international, la levée des subventions, I'ouverture
des marchés, la dérégulation et par suite la privatisation. Les
domaines touchés par la dérégulation sont: le secteur bancaire
et financier, I’énergie, le transport aérien, les chemins de fer,
les transports routiers, les télécommunications, I’électricité,
les services d’eau. Les politiques de démantelement du service
public sont conduites aux Etats-Unis par Reagan et en Grande
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Bretagne par Margaret Thatcher puis en Nouvelle —Z¢lande,
en Australie au Canada... L’Etat devait selon ce qui précéde se
cantonner aux activités dites souveraines ou régaliennes a savoir:
légiférer, rendre la justice, la défense nationale et les relations
extérieures, I’émission de la monnaie et la garantie de sa valeur
ainsi que I'adoption de politiques générales (regulatoryfunctions)
et organisationnelles (Organizationalfunction). Les impdts
devaient étre réduits pour stimuler la croissance et les dépenses
publiques réduites au minimum. L'interventionnisme de I’Etat
providence a laissé la place a une économie capitaliste qui semble
axée sur le maintien de la sécurité et de la justice tout en laissant
le reste 3 une économie de marché.

II- La fiscalité instrument des politiques publiques

Les imp0ots sont des prélévements obligatoires sans contreparties
directes. Ils servent a financer les dépenses publiques telles que
définies par Etat. Les imp6ts sont imposés par le pouvoir 1égislatif
le plus souvent sur proposition du pouvoir exécutif. L'instrument
principal des finances publiques est le budget qui est approuvé
annuellement par le Parlement et qui repartit les dépenses
publiques entre les diftérentes administrations publiques et
ministeres. Les impdts se distinguent des cotisations sociales qui
donnent droit 2 une prestation, des versements obligatoires a des
agents économiques autres que des administrations publiques et
des versements, obligatoires effectués au profit d’administrations
publiques en contrepartie de services comme les timbres fiscaux
acquittés pour I’établissement d’un service.

D’autre part, les imp6ts répondent a quatre principes :

a- Le principe de légalité qui signifie que les régles concernant
Iassiette, le taux, et les modalités de recouvrement des impositions
de toutes natures sont fixées par la loi, donc votés par le pouvoir
législatif. Par conséquent, tout impo6t non voté par le pouvoir
1égislatif est 1llégal.
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b- Le principe d’annualité, selon lequel le Parlement doit
donner chaque année I'autorisation de percevoir 'impoét.

c- Le principe de sincérité dans les comptes publics.

d- Le principe d’égalit¢ selon T’article 13 de la Déclaration
des droits de 'Homme de 1789, qui stipule "la contribution
commune doit étre également répartie entre tous les citoyens en
raison de leurs facultés". Il s’agit de la justice dans la répartition
des impots. Le systeme fiscal devrait, autant que possible, étre
équitable dans ses effets sur les contribuables comme la capacité
de payer et les prestations regues. En outre, les effets de la
fiscalité devraient étre compatibles avec les objectifs sociaux et
économiques du pays. En effet, la fiscalité est de plus en plus
liée 2 'économie et a des objectifs comme 'augmentation du
revenu national, la stabilisation de I'économie, le maintien des
emplois, I'encouragement des investissements et I'augmentation
des flux d'achat des consommateurs. Le pouvoir d'imposition
donne les moyens de gouverner car il fournit i ’Etat les moyens
de mettre en ceuvre ses politiques publiques. Pour ces raisons,
les gouvernements ont été le plus souvent concernés par la
productivité des impots avant toute autre considération afin de
pouvoir financer les dépenses publiques. La fiscalité est utilisée
non seulement pour financer des dépenses qui sont destinées
a promouvoir des objectifs tels que la stabilité économique et
l'expansion économique mais aussi pour financer la défense
nationale et d'autres services comme le maintien de la justice,
'éducation des jeunes, les soins assurés aux personnes igées et
d'autres services publics dans le cadre d’une politique budgétaire
et fiscale bien définie.

La politique budgétaire emploie la fiscalité dans la promotion de
la politique économique et sociale d’un pays. Dans la formulation
de la politique budgétaire, il est donc d'abord nécessaire de
déterminer les objectifs sociaux et économiques qui doivent
étre accomplis. La diversité des modeles d'imposition et la
mobilisation des ressources aupres des citoyens est clairement
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un produit de T'histoire. Un rapide coup d'ceil sur I'histoire des
pays développés démontre que la politique fiscale doit intégrer
une compréhension des processus de conflit et de négociation.
En effet, la capacité institutionnelle des Etats 2 mobiliser des
ressources doit étre négociée avec les groupes d’intéréts comme
les commergants, les propriétaires, les marchands d’armes et
parfois les paysans. La guerre jouait un role particulier dans ce
processus, notamment parce qu'elle a créé un contexte dans
lequel les plus nantis de la société se sentaient suffisamment
menacés pour accepter de donner aux Etats les moyens financiers
pour les défendre. En effet, Phistoire de la formation des Etats
européens souligne la contribution essentielle de la menace
externe et la guerre a création du systeme fiscal. En effet, la
guerre améne —par nécessité- les Etats 2 étre plus efficaces dans la
collecte des recettes fiscales en améliorant considérablement les
capacités administratives dans le prélévement des imp6ts comme
'a aftirmé Héraclite: "la guerre est la mere de toutes choses".
Cette perspective historique nous permet aussi de démontrer
que cette capacité d’imposer n'est pas simplement un héritage
de l'histoire mais a été également créés par des acteurs qui ont
fagconné l'histoire au cours des siecles. La formation de I'Etat et
sa capacité de se développer et de survivre étaient intimement
liées a sa capacité d'imposition et de collecte des impdts. De nos
jours, il faut ajouter a la guerre les menaces qui peuvent dériver
des mouvements sociaux internes, des crises budgétaires ou
de I'économie mondiale plutdét que des perspectives de guerre
imminente. D’ot le réle joué par les institutions publiques
pour résoudre les conflits entre les différents groupes d'intéréts.
Somme toute, la politique budgétaire cherche a augmenter les
recettes fiscales en stimulant la croissance et en subventionnant
les secteurs économiques les plus prometteurs. Ces politiques
peuvent étre productives ou au contraire contre productives
si elles n’arrivent a atteindre les buts recherchés c'est-a-dire
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principalement la croissance qui est le seul moyen de création
des richesses.

Les pays développés attachent une grande importance a leurs
politiques fiscales car elles constituent le moyen principal
de promouvoir leur sécurité nationale. La fraude fiscale est
séverement sanctionnée car elle constitue un manquement grave
aux devoirs des citoyens. L’obligation de payer 'impdt passe
dans ces pays avant les valeurs morales traditionnelles comme la
tamille qui sont repoussées dans la sphere de la vie personnelle.

III- Sécurité nationale aux Etats-Unis

La nouvelle stratégie de sécurité nationale des Etats-Unis vise
a protéger les intéréts nationaux grice a un leadership solide et
durable. Elle définit les principes et les priorités dans 1'utilisation
de la puissance américaine et maintenir son influence dans le
monde. La sécurité nationale en Amérique se concentre autour
des objectifs suivants: le renforcement de la défense nationale,
le renforcement de la sécurité intérieure, la lutte contre le
terrorisme, le renforcement de la capacité de prévention des
conflits, la prévention de la dissémination et l'utilisation d'armes
de destruction massive, faire face aux changements climatiques,
assurer la libre circulation dans les mers, accroitre la sécurité
sanitaire mondiale, la prospérité, redémarrer I’ économie, accroitre
la sécurité énergétique, avoir la premiére place dans les sciences, la
technologie etl'innovation, fagonner l'ordre économique mondial,
mettre fin A ['extréme pauvreté, la défense des valeurs américaines,
faire progresser I'égalité, 'aide aux démocraties émergentes, le
renforcement de la société civile, la prévention des atrocités et
des massacres, le rééquilibrage de la balance stratégique en Asie
et dans le Pacifique, le renforcement de I'alliance avec I'Europe, la
recherche de la stabilité et de la paixau Moyen-Orient et en Afrique
du Nord, l'investissement en Afrique, et Papprofondissement de
la coopération économique et de la sécurité dans les Amériques.
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2013/14 2014/15 %
R million | Budget [ Outcome | Deviation | Budget | Revised | Deviation | Change
Taxes on 505 475 507 759 2284 556 951 556 700 -251 9.6 %
income and
profits
Persons and | 308 930 309 834 905 335944 350 000 14 056 13.0 %
individuals
Companies 176 965 177 324 359 198 935 183 000 -15935 3.2%
Dividends 17 000 17 309 309 19 250 21 400 2150 23.6%
tax
Other taxes 2580 3292 712 2822 2300 -522 -30.1%
on income
and profits
Taxes on 12300 12 476 176 13 440 13 200 -240 5.8%
payroll and
workforce
Taxes on 10375 10 478 112 11477 12 603 1126 20.2%
property
Domestic 326 044 324 584 -1 496 361320 355718 -5 602 9.6%
taxes on
goods and
services
Value-added | 239 286 237 667 -1 620 267 160 260 600 -6560 9.6%
tax
Specific 28 943 29 039 97 31080 32 000 920 10.2%
excise duties
Ad valorem 2 402 2363 -38 2623 3232 609 36,7%
excise duties
General fuel | 43 000 43 685 385 47517 48 200 683 10.3%
levy
Other 12114 11794 -320 12 941 11 686 -1254 -0.9%
domestic
taxes on
goods and
services

47



Taxes on international 44775 44732 -42 50 463 40779 -9684 | -8,8%
trade and transactions

Customs duties 44 500 44179 -321 50 300 39900 | -10400 | -9.7%
Diamond export levy 68 93 25 81 87 7 -6.4%
Miscellaneous customs and 206 460 254 82 792 710 72.1%
excise receipts

Total tax revenue 899 000 | 900013 1013 993 650 | 979000 | -14650 [ 8.8%
Non-tax revenue of which : 30 541 30 626 85 20 869 27 006 6137 | -11.8%
Mineral royalties 6 500 6439 -61 7167 5636 -1531 | -12.5%
less: SSACU payments -43374 | -43374 - -51738 | -51738 - 19.3%

Main budget revenue 886 167 | 887265 1099 962782 | 954269 | -8513 7.6%
Provinces, social security 124322 | 120838 | -3484 | 136466 | 136722 256 13.1%
funds and selected public
entitles

Consolidated budget 1010489 | 1008 103 -2 386 1099248 | 1090991 -8 257 8.2%

revenue

1. Percentage change between outcome in 2013/14 and revised estimate in 2014/15

2. Includes interest on overdue income tax, and small business tax amnesty levy.

3. Includes tumover tax for small businesses, air departure tax, plastic bags levy, electricity
levy. CO, tax on motor vehicle emissions, incandescent light bulb levy and Universal Service
Fund

4. Includes mineral royalties, missing leases, department revenue and sales of capital assets
5. Southern African Customs Union. Amounts made up of payments and other adjustments

Source: National treasury

Une Amérique puissante est le fondement de la  sécurité
nationale des Etats-Unis. Depuis la grande récession, ’Amérique
a créé pres de 11 millions de nouveaux emplois dans le secteur
privé. Le taux de chdmage a chuté a son plus bas niveau en 18
ans.

LesEtats-Unissontdevenusleleadermondialdanslaproduction
de pétrole et de gaz. Ils continuent d’occuper la premicre place
dans la technologie et I'innovation dans I'économie mondiale.
Leur systeme d'enseignement supérieur est le meilleur dans le

1- 2015 National Security Strategy - The White Househttps://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/
docs/2015_national_security_strategy.pdf.
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monde et attire les meilleurs étudiants du monde entier chaque
année. L’Amérique continue d'attirer des immigrants de tous
les coins du monde qui renouvelle le pays avec leur énergie et
leurs talents d'entreprencurs. Elle possede une force militaire
sans égale dans l'histoire de I'numanité. Les Etats-Unis sont en
train d'élaborer des normes mondiales pour la cyber sécurité
et de renforcer les capacités internationales pour perturber
les cyber-menaces et enquéter sur elles. Ils cherchent a saisir
les occasions stratégiques pour fagonner l'ordre économique
mondial et cultiver de nouvelles relations avec les nouvelles
puissances ¢conomiques et les pays récemment engagée dans le
processus de changement démocratique pacifique sans compter
une force militaire sans rivale.

IV- L’autosuffisance énergétique

Le marché mondial de I'énergie a changé de fagon spectaculaire.
Les Etats-Unis sont aujourd'hui le plus grand producteur de gaz
naturel et de pétrole au monde. La dépendance sur le pétrole
étranger est 2 son taux le plus bas depuis 20 ans et diminue
de plus en plus. Alors que la production au Moyen-Orient
et ailleurs demeure d'une importance vitale pour le marché
mondial, la hausse de la production aux Etats-Unis contribue 2
maintenir les marchés bien approvisionnés et les prix propices
a la croissance économique.

Si I'Amérique jouit de beaucoup de point de force sur la
scéne internationale, ils doivent faire face a de sérieux défis
quant a leur sécurité nationale dans un monde complexe ot de
nombreux problémes de sécurité ne se prétent pas aux solutions
rapides et faciles. Les menaces terroristes constituent un risque
persistant d'attaques contre I'Amérique et ses alliés. Les défis
croissants a la cyber sécurité, la montée en puissance de la
Russie, 1'accélération des impacts du changement climatique et
de 1'éclosion de maladies infectieuses, tous donnent lieu a des
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craintes quant a la sécurité mondiale. La question n'est jamais si
I'Amérique devrait conduire, mais comment conduire.

Le déficit des finances publiques sont de nature a conduire les
Etats-Unis vers plus de sélectivité dans sa politique de défense et
dans ses engagements extérieurs. L’avantage militaire des Etats-
Unis durera encore longtemps en raison du volume de leur
budget de défense qui s’élevaient 2 41 % des dépenses mondiales
de défense en 2012 et des énormes dépenses de recherche et de
développement qui ont creusé I'avance technologique américaine
avec le reste du monde. L’économie américaine, qui commence
a se relever de la crise de 2008, dispose d’atouts considérables.
Malgré le début de la relance économique aux Etats-Unis et le
large soutien politique dont jouissent les dépenses militaires,
I'importance de la dette publique américaine entrainera une
réduction des dépenses militaires afin de préserver I’équilibre des
finances publiques.

Source:Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

50



Pour promouvoir leurs intéréts stratégiques plus efficacement,
les Etats-Unis doivent allouer les ressources en conséquence
afin de préserver leur sécurité nationale. En dépit de ce fait, les
ressources ne serontjamaisillimitées. Des compromis stratégiques
et des choix difficiles doivent étre pris. Dans de tels cas, il faut
¢tablir des priorités d'action qui abordent les risques stratégiques
les plus importants de maniere a ce que ’Amérique demeure dans
une position stratégique dominante malgré des moyens financiers
plus réduits. Ces priorités visent 2 introduire des réformes
cruciales pour construire une force polyvalente et de réaction
rapide pour répondre 3 une série plus diversifiée d'éventualités,
le renforcement des capacités de dissuasion nucléaire, de
renseignement, de surveillance, de reconnaissance, dans I’espace,
la recherche scientifique et I'innovation technologique et ce afin
de donner au leadership américain un avantage concurrentiel qui
assure I’avantage militaire et fait progresser I’ économie.

Toutes ces mesures exigent de solides investissements dans la
recherche fondamentale et la recherche appliquée, les sciences,
la technologie, I'ingénierie, les mathématiques, I’éducation pour
former les inventeurs, les entrepreneurs et une haute main-
d’ccuvre qualifiée du futur.

La défense a pour objet d’assurer I'intégrité du territoire et la
protection de la population contre les agressions armées. Elle
contribue 2 la lutte contre les autres menaces susceptibles de
mettre en cause la Sécurité nationale. Elle pourvoit au respect des
alliances, des traités et des accords internationaux et participe,
dans le cadre des traités européens en vigueur, a la politique
européenne de sécurité et de défense commune. »La premiere
mission des forces armées en France consiste 2 assurer la sécurité
de I'Etat, la défense de ses intéréts et la protection des citoyens
d'une menace extérieure. La sécurité peut concerner également
l'ordre public, les menaces intérieures et les menaces plus globales
comme I'énergie et 'approvisionnement en matiére premicre.
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Le Livre blanc défense et sécurité met I'accent sur les points
suivants: la France dans le nouveau paysage stratégique ; la France,
puissance européenne au rayonnement global; la France engagée
dansdesconstructionsinstitutionnelles quiaugmententsasécurité
mais aussi ses responsabilités; les fondements de la stratégie de
défense et de sécurité nationale; la sauvegarde de I’ indépendance
et de la souveraineté de la France; assurer la Iégitimité des actions
de la France nationalement et internationalement; les menaces
de la force, les risques de la faiblesse, les risques amplifiés de
la mondialisation, les priorités stratégiques; la protection du
territoire national et des ressortissants frangais, et garantir la
continuité des fonctions essentielles de la Nation; garantir la
sécurité de I'Europe et de I'espace nord-atlantique; stabiliser
ensemble le voisinage de I’Europe; participer 2 la stabilité du
Proche-Orient et du Golfe arabo-persique; contribuer 2 la paix
dans la mondialisation, ’engagement de la France dans I’Alliance
Atlantique et dans 'Union européenne; la mise en ceuvre de
la stratégie; la connaissance et lanticipation; la dissuasion;
la protection; la prévention; l'intervention; les moyens de la
stratégie; I'approche globale dans la gestion des crises extérieures;
les moyens de la prévention et de la gestion des crises sur le
territoire national, 'analyse du risque; la lutte contre le terrorisme;
assurer la continuité des fonctions essentielles ; la lutte contre la
cybermenace ; la protection du potentiel scientifique et technique
de la France ; la lutte contre la prolifération et les trafics d’armes;
la lutte contre les trafics de drogue et les trafics d’étres humains;
améliorer la capacité de Etat répondre aux crises; les outre-mer;
les objectifs de capacités pour le territoire national; la dimension
curopéenne de la sécurité nationale et I'industrie de défense et de
sécurité.

Le Livre blanc de défense congoit une défense nationale qui
s’articule autour de quatre principes directeurs qui dessinent une
stratégie militaire renouvelée: le maintien de notre autonomie
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stratégique, qui impose de disposer des capacités critiques
nous permettant de prendre I'initiative des opérations les plus
probables; la cohérence du modele d’armée avec les scénarios
prévisibles d’engagement de nos forces dans les conflits et dans
les crises, c’est-a-dire la capacité a faire face aussi bien a des
opérations de coercition et d’entrée sur un théitre de guerre,
qu’a des opérations de gestion de crise dans toute la diversité
qu’elles peuvent revétir ; la diftérenciation des forces en fonction
des missions de dissuasion, de protection, de coercition ou de
gestion de crise. Ce principe nouveau de spécialisation relative,
qui vise ainsi a une plus grande efficience des forces dans
chaque type de mission, obéit aussi 2 une logique d’économie et
consiste 3 n’équiper avec les capacités les plus onéreuses que les
forces prévues pour affronter des acteurs de niveau étatique; la
mutualisation qui conduit a utiliser les capacités rares et critiques
au bénéfice de plusieurs missions (protection des approches,
dissuasion, intervention extérieure) ou a rechercher aupres de
nos partenaires européens une mise en commun des capacités
indispensables a 'action.

Concernant le défi financier, la crise de 2008 qui a frappé
I’économie mondiale rompt avec le contexte décrit dans le
précédent Livre blanc de 2008. Elle oblige de nombreux Etats
a ajuster leur politique de défense et de sécurité car elle a mis
en évidence la dimension économique de la sécurité nationale:
la sécurité nationale est menacée si le déséquilibre des comptes
publics n’arrive plus a financer les actions nécessaires consolider
pour la défense du pays. Les décisions concernant les ressources
publiques consacrées a la défense et a la sécurité doivent prendre
en compte les risques qui pesent sur 'indépendance économique
de la Nation. Un juste équilibre doit étre trouvé entre leffort
consacré a la défense et a la sécurité, I’assainissement des finances
publiques et ’évolution de notre environnement stratégique.

La crise de 2008 a eu des répercussions importantes sur les
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finances publiques francaises et dans toute I’Europe. L’obligation
de controler la dette publique et le déficit budgétaire européen
dans le cadre du Pacte de Croissance et de Stabilité exige des
réductions drastiques des dépenses publiques.En eftet, dans le
but de préserver un Euro stable, la dette publique de chaque pays
membre de I’Euro ne doit pas dépasser 60% du PIB et le déficit
budgétaire ne doit pas dépasser les 3 %.

Or, ces chiffres ont été constatés par beaucoup de pays
européens dont la France. Par conséquent, les pays européens
doivent appliquer une sévere politique d’austérité budgétaire
et de réduction des dépenses publiques 2 commencer par les
dépenses militaires. Dans le domaine de la défense, la contrainte
budgétaire s’est d’abord traduite par une baisse constante des
budgets de défense. Ces réductions se produisent alors que les
défis se multiplient comme le printemps arabe, la révolution
libyenne, l'intervention de la France en Afghanistan, en Cote
d’Ivoire, en Libye et au Mali, la croissance rapide des budgets
de défense dans nombre de pays asiatiques, le retour en force de
la Russie sur la scéne internationale, les risques d’attentats sur
le territoire national frangais, le terrorisme, la cybermenace, le
crime organisé, la dissémination des armes conventionnelles,
la prolifération des armes de destruction massive, les risques de
pandémies, les risques technologiques et naturels qui peuvent
affecter gravement la sécurité de la Nation.

Devant la dégradation de la situation des finances publiques
en Europe, I’évolution du contexte géopolitique, économique et
budgétaire; la France s’est tournée vers I’Europe et FTOTAN pour
faire face aux différents risques.

2- Budget et contrainteseuropéennes - Vie publique
http://www.vie-publique.fr/decouverte-institutions/finances-publiques/approfondissements/budget-contraintes-
europeennes.html
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Le Livre blanc prévoitladiminution des effectifs de pres de 34000
postes et la fermeture d’un certain nombre de bases militaires sur
le territoire national frangais. Les forces terrestres qui offriront une
capacité opérationnelle de I'ordre de 66 000 hommes projetables
comprenant notamment 7 brigades interarmées, dont 2 seront
aptes a 'entrée en premier et au combat de coercition face a un
adversaire équipé de moyens lourds. Ces forces disposeront
notamment d’environ 200 chars lourds, 250 chars médians, 2
700 véhicules blindés multi réles et de combat, 140 hélicopteres
de reconnaissance et d’attaque, 115 hélicoptéres de manceuvre et
d’une trentaine de drones tactiques®.

Les forces navales disposeront de 4 sous-marins lanceurs
d’engins, de 6 sous-marins d’attaque, d’1 porte-avions, de 15

3- "Livre Blanc de DéfenseetSécurité", Paris, La Documentation frangaise, 2013.
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frégates de premier rang, d’'une quinzaine de patrouilleurs, de
6 frégates de surveillance, de 3 batiments de projection et de
commandement, d’avions de patrouille maritime, ainsi que
d’une capacité de guerre des mines aptes a la protection de nos
approches et a la projection en opération extérieure.

S’appuyant sur un centre de commandement et de conduite
permanent et interopérable avec nos alliés, les forces aériennes
comprendront notamment 225 avions de combat (air et marine),
ainsi qu’une cinquantaine d’avions de transport tactique, 7 avions
de détection et de surveillance aérienne, 12 avions ravitailleurs
multi roles, 12 drones de surveillance de théitre, des avions
légers de surveillance et de reconnaissance et 8 systemes sol-air
de moyenne portée®.

V- Fiscalité et défense nationale

La France est un Etat providence qui peine a assurer a ses
citoyens un systeme fort généreux mais couteux de couverture
sociale. Apres plusieurs décennies pendant lesquelles la croissance
dans la majorité des pays européens fut largement fondée sur
I'endettement pour financer notamment la couverture sociale,
on assiste de nos jours a un changement de stratégie qui entraine
des compromis douloureux entre plusieurs impératifs: le soutien
de lactivité économique, la préservation du systeme de sécurité
sociale dans le cadre d’'une mondialisation sans ame basée
seulement sur la compétitivité et la productivité , la prévention de
crises systémiques, le besoin d’équilibrer les comptes publics sous
peine d’effondrement de I’Etat et de provoquer des contestations
qui menacent 'ordre public.

4- TIbid.
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L’augmentation des impdts pour financer les dépenses de la
défense ne constituent pas également une solution idéale. En
eftet, le niveau des prélevements publics en France dépasse
les 60%® et avoisine la moitié du Produit Intérieur Brut. En
outre, toute imposition a des effets économiques qui peuvent
produire des effets inverses a ceux escomptés. Dans la pratique,
les effets économiques des dépenses, des impdts, et des
programmes d'emprunt d'un gouvernement peuvent également
créer des répercussions économiques contradictoires. Ainsi,
un gouvernement qui cherche a accroitre les investissements
et a engager plus de dépenses pour les travaux publics, le
développement des ressources naturelles, la défense, le logement
et les services publics doit imposer de lourds impdts sur le
revenu des particuliers et des entreprises ce qui peut limiter

5- Gilles CARREZ,Rapporteur général, Député.
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/13/rap-info/i2689.asp
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/13/rap-info/i3631.asp
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considérablement les fonds disponibles pour l'investissement
privé et réduire le rendement des impdts selon le principe selon
lequel «'imp6t tue 'impdt » . En d’autres termes, trop d’impots
tarissent la base imposable car Pexcés de taxation rend les produits
plus couteux et par conséquent moins compétitifs sur le marché
international. D’autre part, le recours a endettement —déja trop
excessif creuse les déficits et menace la sécurité des Nations.
En outre, le service de la dette publique risque de consumer la
majorité des revenus des Etats.

La crise économique a néanmoins bouleversé les prévisions
sur lesquelles reposait la programmation des dépenses militaires.
Des 2010, 1a loi de programmation pluriannuelle des finances
publiques pour 2011-2014 prévoyait une évolution des dépenses
inférieure a celles consacrées pour les crédits de la mission
«Détenser. Ces baisses hypothequent largement la réalisation des
objectifsdu Livre blanc de 2008 etdu programme d’investissement
de la loi de programmation militaire de 2009. Par ailleurs, les
réformes engagées ne produisaient qu’'une part des économies de
fonctionnement escomptées, malgré un rythme de réduction des

eftectifs de 'ordre de 34000 postes.

Cette situation financi¢re nouvelle a poussé a la revue en baisse
de la programmation des dépenses militaires. Les ajustements
apportés en 2010 n’ont pas été suffisants pour combler le déficit
entre les engagements contractuels et les ressources disponibles.
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L’effort de défense de la France s’établira a 364 Md€2013 sur la
période 2014-2025, dont 179 Md€2013 pour les années 2014 a
2019, période de la prochaine loi de programmation militaire®©.
Ce financement exige une rationalisation de D'emploi des
ressources de I’Etat et le concours des différentes administrations
étatiques, mais aussi les collectivités territoriales, les entreprises
et les établissements relevant des secteurs stratégiques comme
’énergie, la communication, la santé, I’ alimentation...

Cependant, il existe des secteurs prioritaires comme le
renouvellement du matériel militaire, le maintien de Pactivité
opérationnelle des forcesarmées, la préservation pour des raisons
stratégiques d’un certain nombre de capacités technologiques
clefs indispensables, le soutien a la formation scientifique, a la
recherche et au développement, le maintien de la compétitivité

6- Ibid
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technologique, une veille technologique permanente doit
couvrir ’ensemble des pays a haute capacité et le développement
de nouvelles technologies et de nouveaux types d’armement
qui permettent de développer les exportations d’équipements
militaires. L’industrie de défense fournit une contribution
importante 3 ’économie frangaise a travers Iexportation et la
garantie de 'autonomie stratégique de la France.

Les réductions budgétaires en France auront un impact majeur
sur I'industrie de défense frangaise qui souftre d’une surcapacité
de production qui oblige souvent les pouvoirs publics 2 lui
passer des commandes pour la maintenir en activité. L’Etat
détient aujourd’hui des participations directes importantes dans
plusieurs entreprises de défense de premier rang, publiques et
privées ce qui n’est pas en contradiction avec les réglements
européens qui interdisent toute subvention publique aux
entreprises privées ou publiques car le secteur de 'armement
échappe a ’Europe et demeure sous la souveraineté des Etats.
Dans ce cas, I’état peut intervenir dans le capital des PME pour
en favoriser le développement. Cependant, toute politique de
restructuration est couteuse financiérement et socialement.

Dans ce contexte, le maintien d’un volume significatif de crédits
publics destinés au financement d’études et de développements
revét un caractére stratégique. Toute rupture entrainera des
pertes de compétences irréversibles. Ces objectifs doivent
attendre la restauration de 1’équilibre des comptes publics en
2017, afin d’engager la réduction de 'endettement du pays et
ainsi de préserver sa souveraineté et son autonomie stratégique.
En attendant, cet objectif nécessite une diminution importante
de la progression des dépenses publiques. Le rééquilibrage des
comptes publics exige une forte croissance économique qui
appelle 2 son tour a une restructuration couteuse de I’économie
du pays et la relance des investissements publics 2 un moment
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ou la politique d’austérité pronée par ’'Union Européenne exige
une réduction des dépenses budgétaires et des déficits publics :
d’oti le paradoxe.

La crise économique qui secoue les pays européens (25
millions de chémeurs) a 'exception de I’Allemagne et la forte
contraction budgétaire pour la majorité des pays européens
ne laisse d’autre choix qu’a une plus grande coopération
et interdépendance européennes dans le domaine de la
défense. Pour cela, la France s’est engagée dans l'initiative de
mutualisation et de partage capacitaire (pooling and sharing)
adoptée en 2010 par les ministres de la Défense de I’'Union
européenne et coopere activement avec I’Agence européenne
de défense (AED) et I’Organisation conjointe de coopération
en maticre d’armement (OCCAR).

Au niveau des Etats-Unis, les premiéres manifestations des
évolutions que pourraient connaitre les Etats-Unis commencent
a apparaitre. Une hiérarchisation plus forte des priorités
géopolitiques est ainsi 2 Pceuvre. Hormis le cas de légitime
défense d’un allié, les Etats-Unis pourraient se montrer plus
sélectifs dansleurs engagements extérieurs du faitde lacontrainte
financiére, mais aussi du doute que les conflits irakien et afghan
ont fait naitre quant a 'efficacité d’interventions extérieures de
longue durée et a forte empreinte au sol. La croissance continue
de la dette publique qui a dépassé les 19000 milliards de dollars,
le déficit budgétaire a poussé les Etats-Unis 2 entreprendre une
politique de réduction des dépenses militaires. Cette politique
de réduction des dépenses a été soumise a rude épreuve. En
effet, la lutte contre le terrorisme et la montée en puissance
de la Chine et de la Russie et des pays émergents poussent les
Etats-Unis 2 fournir des efforts plus couteux pour conserver
leur avance technologique.
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Conclusion :

Le Général De Gaule disait qu’on avait la politique de ses
moyens. Les taxes constituent le prix de la civilisation. Ils
permettent de garantir 'indépendance nationale, la protection
du pays, son développement et I’élévation de son niveau de vie.
Payer ses taxes fait partie des principes moraux essentiels alors
que les autre valeurs sont repoussées dans la sphére personnelle.
Un bon systeme fiscal est le garant de I'indépendance et de
I’'avancement d’une Nation.
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The repercussions of the regional
transformations over Lebanon and boosting
the efficiency of the Lebanese Security sector

Brigadier General Nizar Abdel-Kader

The Arab countries are witnessing principal political, economic
and social transformations which will lead to the formation of
a new structure for countries and communities as well as to
major dysfunctions in the “power balance” at the regional and
international levels.

The “Arab spring” and the following transformations have
formed a historical event. These transformations which we
are witnessing nowadays have the potential to be active and
continuous for the coming decades. Here, we have to take note
of the fact that the characteristics of the Arab regime exist in
the lack of clear lines that separate the internal and external
policies. This in itself is enough to turn any internal crisis that
might face a country into a real Arab crisis.

Terrorist threat is no longer limited to extremist groups only. It
has taken a dangerous dimension with the establishment of the
Islamic State which proclaimed itself as the state of the Caliphate
over vast parts of Iraq and Syria. This Islamic State is a threat to
the very existence of the State in all Arab States and even more,
it is a widespread threat that crosses all borders. The series of
events that keep moving from one region to another, starting
from the North to the South and the Begaa, indicate the existence
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of secret intentions and plans aimed at stirring hatred between
different social communities and political categories, and that in
an attempt to export the Syrian crisis to Lebanon.

When we talk about a reform process in order to boost the
efficiency of the Lebanese Security sector, this means that we are
searching for a vast, complicated long-term reform process. This
process would include promulgating new laws and might expand
to the necessity to amend some articles of the constitution in
order to redistribute the jurisdiction of main institutions in the
country. Therefore, it is very important to establish a framework
of cooperation between the cabinet and the parliament.

We are in urgent need for a truthful honest national consensus
and for a defensive strategy to be executed during 4 to 5 years in
an effort to allow the country to retrieve its full sovereignty and
in which all the Lebanese citizens could participate.

68



“The cultural missiles” above the Middle East

Professor Nassim el Khoury

The term “endings” in the world mentality has been popular
ever since Humanity began to move forward towards the 3rd
Millennium and the 21st century took the name of the century of
religion.

We cannot confirm the extent of the full awareness of the Arabs
and Muslims with regard to the significance and dimensions of
awakening the religious and confessional conflicts, which formed
a massive agent that assisted in pushing forward the change.
They seem as if they have overlooked a basic strategic factor that
resided in the strategies of the west, on top of it are the United
Stated of America and which aims to convulse and dismantle
comprehensive regimes, not only in the region of Arabs and
Muslims, but in the whole world.

It is safe to say that the aspects of contradiction between the
philosophy of power and the formulas of tyranny have gained
strength to a large extent, although it has not succeeded in
bringing down many modern dictatorships and parties that no
longer enjoy the support of the people’s sectors. Moreover, it
was normal for these general climates to affect the Arab and
Islamic region that has produced the “revolutions of the Arab
Spring” that were rejected by a popular refusal enrooted in the
west, notably in the USA and by the emanation of religion and
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confessions, which outs us not only in the century of religious

conflicts, but in the massacres of confessional conflict.

The interlacing paths of changeintersectinthe eraofglobalization
with seismic action in both the East and the West with milestones
being wiped off as a result of many thorns and weeds in the
intellectual and ideological meaning of the word while many
questionsjostled inwhat can be named as the renovation or revival
of religion, or the short-lived new trend toward religiousness.
These paths intersect once again in renewed readings that
aspire to eradicate major intellectual differences in a permanent
manner between the East and the West to the extent of wiping off
the boundaries of International mightiness after the term of “the
third world” ceased to be valid permanently and brought down
with it the conciliatory notion and non alignment organizations
while bringing down the concepts of the traditional international
unipolar mightiness.
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Syndicates in the Arab World between
fighting poverty and revolution Analytical and
evaluative reading to the Tunisian General
Labor Union experience

Dr. Mounsef el-Vabsi

No one can ignore that what took place in Tunisia during the
rebellion that stretched from the 17th of December until the 14 of
January 2011 was asocial response to the Ideology of development
which has long been promoted by the theorists of Liberalism
and International banks’ experts most notably the International
Monetary Fund experts. That Ideology has neglected for decades
the issue of human development at the comprehensive and
inclusive levels which takes into consideration many indications,
dimensions and levels that are neglected most within the different
development approaches.

Therefore, it did not come as a surprise a bit that the beginning
of what was later known as the “revolutions of the Arab Spring”’
started from Tunisia which was considered as the country of “the
economic miracle” due to the high economic development levels
reached during the last three decades in a phenomena that even
the most developed countries or most of the developing countries
haven’t witnessed.

Here we find it inevitable to confirm, based on this angle that labor
syndicates which came as the offspring of the capitalist regime
and the resulting production pattern during the 19th Century
were initially established to preserve the laborers interests
and to organize their demands and movements in addition to
maintaining their achievements.
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Anyone who might contemplate the social situation in Tunisia
before the uprising in 2010 can easily take note that this situation
was paving the way to the big explosion which no one was able to
determine its timing. However, all the indications were pointing
toward this explosion.

During this transitional period that Tunisia is undergoing, we
are bearing witness that the syndical movement is living a unique
experience in third world countries and are about to draw their
own model. Despite the United States’ insistence on duplicating
the Polish model to the point of acknowledging this intent
when President Obama has confirmed in his visit to the Polish
Capital Warsaw during his meeting with “the Polish Activists
for Democracy” who visited Tunisia in 27 and 28 April 2011
headed by the former President Lech Walesa the need to assist the
Tunisian government in achieving the transition to democracy,
the presence of the patriotic dimension and especially the great
legacy of a national political struggle among Tunisian Syndicate
members. Thislegacy canconstitute abarrier blockingall attempts
to absorb the Tunisian uprising and to minimize the importance
of the popular movement which supported this uprising and the
principal actors and mainly the Tunisian General Labor Union.
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Les répercussions des changements
régionaux sur le Liban Et I’activation du
secteur sécuritaire Libanais

Le Général de brigade Nizar Abdel Kader

Les pays arabes témoignent des changements politiques, économiques
et sociaux essentiels qui changeront I’hiérarchie actuelle des pays et
des gouvernements, et déstabiliseront a grand titre la situation des
autorités aux niveaux régional et international.

«Le Printemps Arabe» et ses répercussions ont en fait forme un incident
historique, et leurs répercussions que nous témoignons a présent,
toujours en amplification, ne prendront point fin avant de nombreuses
années. D’ici, nous remarquons que les caractéristiques formant le
régime arabe marquent nettement [’absence de traits définis séparant la
politique interne de celle externe, chose qui est capable de transformer
toute crise interne frappant le pays en une crise véritablement arabe.
Une crise qui affecte la stabilité de certains pays arabes ou méme le
régime arabe tout entier.

Le danger terroriste ne menace pas uniquement les groupes terroristes,
mais s’est étendu, occupant un espace dangereux, surtout avec
I’existence de I’Etat Islamique, déclarée état de califat dans de larges
parties de I’lrak et de la Syrie. En effet, cet état islamique forme une
menace de I’entité et de I’existence de I’état en tant que telle dans chaque
pays arabe, tout comme elle forme une menace intégrale qui s’étend
au dela de toute frontiere. La série d’incidents successifs se balancant
entre les diverses régions, allant du nord et jusqu’au sud et la Békaa
font bonne preuve des mauvaises intentions et des complots secrets qui
cherchent a provoquer les haines entre les différentes classes sociales

75



et les catégories politiques d’une part et a exporter la crise syrienne au
Liban d’autre part.

Cependant, lorsque nous parlons d’une opération réformiste visant
a activer le secteur sécuritaire, cela signifie que nous cherchons a
effectuer une opération reformiste large, compliquée, et a long terme.
Cette opération inclut la promulgation de nouvelles lois et peut méme
s’étendre a la necessité de réviser certains articles de la Constitution,
et ce en vue de redistribuer les pouvoirs des instituions essentielles de
I’état. D’ici, émane la nécessité de la coopération entre le gouvernement
et la Chambre des députés.

En effet, nous sommes en plein besoin d’accéder a un consensus national
honnéte et vrai et d’adopter une stratégie défensive a exécuter pendant
quatre a cinq années, a laquelle participeront tous les Libanais et grace
a laquelle I’état pourra reprendre sa souveraineté a titre complet.
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« Les bombes civilisées » lancées par dessus du
Moyen-Orient

Le Professeur Nassim el-Khoury

On ne peut affirmer completement que les Arabes et les musulmans
sont tout-a-fait conscients des significations et des répercussions de la
reanimation des conflits religieux et doctrinaux qui forment aujourd’hui
un facteur énorme servant d’aide a causer un changement. En effet, il
parait qu’un facteur stratégique a échappé aux Arabes a ce niveau, un
facteur basique au niveau des stratégies des pays de I’Ouest et a leur téte
les Etats- Unis. Il s’agit d’un facteur ayant pour but la déstabilisation
des régimes intégraux, cherchant a les détruire, non seulement dans les
pays arabes, mais aussi a un niveau mondial.

On peut donc dire que I’opposition présente entre la philosophie de
la force et les formes de despotisme se sont renforcées a grand titre,
malgreé le fait qu’elles n’ont pas réussi a renverser un grand nombre de
regimes et de partis dictatoriaux modernes qui ne font pas I’objet d’un
consensus des diverses classes du peuple. Il fut donc normal que ces
climats généraux frappent les régions arabe et islamique qui ont été les
concepteurs des « révolutions du Printemps arabe» qui furent avortées
a cause d’un refus populaire enraciné de la part des pays de I’Ouest,
notamment de I’Amérique et a cause de I’apparition des religions et
des doctrines, chose qui nous rend non seulement au sein d’un siecle
de conflits religieux mais aussi au sein des massacres et du brasier du

conflit doctrinal.

Cependant, le trajet du changement, surtout a I’ere de la mondialisation,
n’est point facile. Il s’agit d’un trajet rempli de porches et de
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ramifications. Un trajet dont les traits sont camouflés par des épines,
au sens intellectuel et idéologique du terme, et ce a travers diverses
questions encombrées au sein de ce qu’on appelle le renouvellement
et la réanimation de la religion. De nouvelles lectures aspirent a
supprimer d’une maniere définitive, les différences intellectuelles de
fond existant entre I’Est et I’Ouest au point d’effacer les aspects de la
limite de la grande majesté internationale, apres que le terme du tiers
monde fut completement annulé.
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Les syndicats dans le monde arabe entre la
résistance contre la pauvreté et la révolution Lecture
et évaluation analytiques de I’expérience de I’Union

Générale Tunisienne du Travail

Dr. Mounsef el-Vabsi

Personne ne peut nier aujourd’hui que ce qui s’est passé en Tunisie
lors du soulevement du 17 Décembre 2010 / 14 Janvier 2011, était une
sorte de réponse sociale a I’idéologie de développement tant promue
par les théoriciens les plus importants du Libéralisme et les experts des
banques mondiales, avec a leur téte les experts de la Caisse monétaire
mondiale. Cette idéologie a negligé pendant des décennies la question
du développement humanitaire sous ses niveaux global et continu et
qui prend en considération de nombreux indices, aspects et niveaux
négligés la plupart du temps dans le cadre des diverses approches de
développement.

C’est alors qu’il n’était pas surprenant de témoigner des vagues de ce
qui fut nommé par «les révolutions du printemps arabe» en Tunisie,
ce pays qui fut considéré le pays du «miracle économique», vu ses
niveaux de développement économiques reéalisés lors des trois derniers
décennies, et qui ne figuraient méme pas au sein des pays développés,

ou dans la plupart des pays en développement.

Or, allant de cet angle, il est indispensable d’assurer que les syndicats
des ouvriers considérés le produit du systeme du Capitalisme et de
la méthode de production y résultant lors du 19eme siécle, se sont
fondés dans le but de défendre les intéréts des ouvriers, organiser leurs
demandes et leurs mouvements et préserver leurs acquis.

La personne observant la situation sociale en Tunisie avant le
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soulevement de I’année 2010, pourra aisément remarquer que cette
situation était le préambule menant a la grande explosion, que personne
ne pouvait peut-étre définir sa date, mais tous les facteurs indiquaient

sa production.

Lors de cette phase transitoire que connait la Tunisie, nous sommes les
témoins du fait que le mouvement syndical connait actuellement une
expérience unique en son genre dans le tiers monde, tout en s’apprétant
a dresser les traits de son propre exemple.

Malgré I’insistance des Etats Unis a copier I’exemple polonais, une
insistance qui dépasse les intentions vers le fait de les admettre, le
Président Obama a assuré lors de sa visite a la capitale polonaise
Varsovie, en recevait «les activistes polonais pour la démocratie» qui
étaient en Tunisie les 27 et 28 Avril 2011, qu’il est nécessaire d’aider
le gouvernement tunisien lors du transfert démocratique. L’aspect
national, surtout le patrimoine important de la lutte politique nationale
et démocratique des syndicalistes tunisiens, représente la soupape de
sécurité de tous les projets visant a contenir le soulévement tunisien
et rétrécir le bénéfice du mouvement populaire et les acteurs efficaces

avec a leur téte I’Union Générale Tunisienne du Travail.
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